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1 PREFACE. 


Onſieur de Fene- 
EIn, Archbiſhop 
and Duke of 
Cambray, having ho- 
noured me for ſeve- 
ral Vears before his 
Deith with a particu- 
lar F * P, I have 


e, 


4 


PREFACE. 
thought my ſelf oblig- 
ed by the Reſpect I 
owe his Memory, and 
for the Sake of the 
Publick Good, to write 
this Hiſtory of his 
LIFE. As my De- 
ſign is to deſcribe his 
Character by his Ac- 
tions, his Sentiments, 
and his Mritings, there 
will nothing be found 
in this Hiſtory but 


Matters of an inſtruc- 
tive 


PREFACE. 
tive Nature, and which 
will intereſt every 


Lover of Truth and 
Virtue. 


That the Narration 
may be ſhort, plain, 
and not too languiſh- 
ing, I touch but light- 
ly ſuch Things as are 
of little - Importance, 


and avoid tedious Re- 
flechons, as well as 


looſe general Panegy- 
94 3 ricks 


1 IO 


FREF ACE. 
ricks and ſuperfluous 
Ornaments. TI inſert 
ſeveral of Monſieur de 
Cambray's Letters, to 
the End that he him- 
ſelf may give his Pic- 
ture and Hiſtory. 
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Monſieur de Fenelon, 


Archbiſhop and Duke f 
Cambray. | 


EE Rangois de Salignac de 
. Motte Fenelon, Arch: 

35 biſhop and Duke of 
Cambray, whoſe Life I 
am going to write, was of a very 
ancicnt Family, eminent theſe ma- 
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ny Years by its Alliances, and by 
the Dignities it has held both in 
Church and State: But theſe Ad- 
vantages are the fainteſt Part of 
Mr. de Cambrays Glory. 

He was born at the Caſtle of 
Fenelon in Perigord, the ſixth of 
Auguſt 1651, of Pons de Sa- 
lignac- Marquis de Fenelon, and 
Louiſe de la Cropte, Siſter of the 
Marquis de St. Abre. He conti- 
nucd in his Father's Houſe. till he 
was twelve Years of Age. This 
private Education in a remote Pro- 
vince preſery'd him from that Cor- 
ruption of Morals and Sentiments, 
into which the young Nobility and 
Gentry of almoſt all Nations do but 
too often fall, whilſt they are faſhi- 
oning themſelyes to the polite and 
refined Manners of the Court. 

From 
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From his earlieſt Youth he 
gave ſingular Tokens of a fine 
natural Temper and of a very 
ſprightly Genius. 

He was ſent to the Univerſity 
of Cahors, to begin his Studies 
there, and went afterwards to finiſh 
them at Paris, under the Care of 
Antoine Marquis de Fenelon, Lieu- 
tenant General in the King's Ar- 
my. This Marquis was a Noble- 
man of great Underſtanding, ex- 
emplary Piety, and ſignal Bravery. 
The late Prince of Conde usd to 
ſay of him, that He was equally 
well qualified for Converſation, the 
Field, and the Council. board. 

The Talents of the Nephew 
unfolded and diſplay d themſelves 
under the Protection of ſuch an 
Uncle, who receiv'd him into his 

As Houſe, 
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Son. The Abbe de Fenelbn was 


Houſe, and treated him as his own 


quickly known at Paris. At nine- 
teen Years of Age he preach'd 
with general Applauſe. But the tl 
Marquis being fearful leſt his Ne. In 
phew ſhould produce himſelf too i V 
ſoon, and dreading for ſo young In 
a Man the dangerous Rock of Va- 
nity, oblig'd him to take a Reſo- MW" 
lution of imitating for ſeveral A 
Years the Silence of Jeſus Chriſt. Ol 
The Abbé, under the Conduct m 
of Mr. Tronſon, Superior of the th 
Seminary of St. Sulpicius, applied 
himſelf more than ever to cultivate MW! 
his Mind and improve his Hcart 
by the Studies and Virtues proper 


to his State and Vocation. At 
twenty four Years of Age he en- 
'terd into holy Orders, and per- 


int 


forar | "5 
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form'dfall the Functions of the 
Prieſthood with an edifying Piety. 
He aſſiſted in the moſt laborious of 
the Parochial Duties, and thought 
nothing below him in a Miniſtry, 
where he loweſt Office is a Dig- 
nity too gredt for Man. 

When he was about twenty ſe- 
ven Vears old, Monf. de Harlay, 
Archbiſhop of Paris, made Choice 
of him to be Superior of the Com- 
munity of Women converted from 
the Proteſtant Religion in that City. 
The Pains he took, and the 
Succeſs he had in this Employment, 
ſoon diſcoverd how much he was 
aſter of the Talents of Perſua- 
ſion, and of reconciling prejudic'd 
Minds to Reaſon. The King was 
inform'd of it, and in. the Year 
1686, nam'd him to go Chief of a 

— 6 Miſſion, 


W 


the Converſion of the Proteſtants 
upon the Coaſt of Saintonge and , 


the hindring a Diverſity of Reli- 


upon Condition that no Troops 


Miſſionary. 
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Miſſton , that was appointed. for il * 


in the Country of Aunis. * 
Louis XIV. had been adviſed to 
make uſe of military Power for 


gions in his Kingdom. But the 
Abbe de Fenelon, far from approv- 

ing ſuch Maxims, would never con- 
ſent to undertake the Miſſion but 


ſhould. be employ'd in it. The 


mild and gentle Treatment which a 
the Proteſtants of thoſe Quarters Ml * 
expcrienc'd,, whilſt their Neigh- PF 


bours were abandon'd to the ſe- 
vereſt Uſage, diſpoſed them to lif- 
ten with Advantage to the new 
And tho' this Me- 
thod in reality did not produce ſo 

| many 
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many haſty Converſions as did 
that of Violence, yet thoſe which: 
it wrought were more ſolid and 
more ſincere. 

When this Miſſion was over; 
Monſieur de Fenelon came back to 
Paris, and waited upon the King, 
but for two Years after that re- 
turnd no more to Court. He re- 
ſum'd his Charge over tlie new 
converted Catholicks. His bright 
Talents, which he could not hide, 
rais' d him within the reach of the 
moſt conſiderable Dignities. But 
his entire Negligence of the Means 
to procure them, and to inſinuate 
himſelf into the good Graces of 
thoſe who were conſulted upon 
the Diſtribution of Benefices, was 
the Reaſon that having been nam'd 
to the Biſhoprick of Poitiers the 

Nomi- - 
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Nomination was cancell'd, before 
it was made publick. 

In the mean time his Reputa- 
tion till increas d, and that Elo- 
quence, that Light and Unction of 
which all his Works are ſo full, 
appeared every Day more and 
more in his Sermons and Diſ- 


courſes to the new Converts. He 
wrote at that time a Treatiſe up- 


on the Paſtoral Miniſtry, which is 
one of the firſt Productions of his 
Pen, and he there lays down the 
ſame Principles upon the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority, which he has e- 
ver ſince maintained, 

It was during this Superiorſhip 
that he became acquainted with 


Monſieur Boſſuet, Biſhop of Meaux. 
No Body was more capable of gi- 
ving the Abbe de Fenelon uſeful 


Advice 


pt 
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Advice upon the Duties of his 
Employment. This Prelate had al- 
ready made himſelf famous by his 
Writings againſt the Proteſtants. 
They had given a mighty Shock 
to the whole Reformation. He 
was a Man of great Learning, cu- 
rious in his Reſearches, of a clear 


Hcad and a 2 Eloquence, and 
ft 


was Maſter Knowledge of 


1 
Facts to an eminent Degree. 


The Abbe de Fenelon livd a 
long time in great Intimacy with 
this Prelate. He liſtned to his In- 
ſtructions with all the Modeſty and 
Docility that were due to the Age, 
Character and Talents of Mer. 
Meaux, who lov'd him and im- 
parted to him his Diſcoveries. 

The Marquis de Fenelon had 
procur'd for his Nephe we the Ac- 

quaintance 


lon's Capacity and Merit, nam'd 


16 The LIFE of 


quaintance of many eminent Per- 
ſons at Court, among the reſt, of 
the Duke of Beauvillzers, This 
Nobleman had defird him to 
write a Treatiſe upon the Educa- 
tion of Daughters. One may there 
ſee the great Knowledge the Au- 


thor had already acquired of the 
Heart of Man, and what a per- 


fe& Skill he had in forming and 
faſhioning of Youth. The King 
being informed by the Duke of 
Beauvilliers of the Abbe de Fene- 


* * A - py — 
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him to be Preceptor to the Duke 
of Burgundy, without any Solici- 
tation us'd on the Abbe's Part. All 
the World applauded this Choice, 
and more eſpecially Monſieur de 
Meaux, who wrote the following 
Letter to Madame de Fenelon, 
Daugh: 
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r. Daughter to the Marquis de Fe. 
of nelon before- mentioned. 

is 7 

0 RL: Germigny this m Day of Au- 
0 guſt 1689. 

re 

.u- Eſterday , Madam, my 
he « Thoughts were chicfly 
er- taken up with the Happineſs of 
nd the Church and State. I have 
ng WF had Leiſure to Day to reflect 


* more particularly upon your 
Joy. It has given me a very 
* ſenſible one. That cordial 
* Friend, that worthy Gentle- 
* man, your Father, came into 


All my Mind. I have figurd to my 
ice, ſelf how he would be affected 
de upon this Occaſion, in ſeeing 


ing 2 Virtue break forth with Luſ. 
on, tre, which took ſo much Pains 


* - —]—— — Cm — —-¾—ʒ 37: — ù— 2 > 
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* to be concealed. I beſcech N 
c you to accept this Teſtimony Ii 
« of my Joy, and the Aſſurances Nc. 
« of that Reſpect wherewith I tt 


The Abbe de Fenelon enter'd IP. 
upon his Employment about the 1 
Prince at thirty eight Years of th 
Age, in the Month of September | tic 
1689. Diverſe other Perſons: of Key 
diſtinguiſh'd Merit had been like. A 
iff wiſe choſen to aſſiſt in ſo impor- Li 
| tant an Education. mi 
| 


il The Duke of Beauvilliers, Go- ¶ loc 
1 vernor to the Prince, was a Noble- Þ all 
man who under a great Simplicity I Ar 
of Manners conceal'd many rare I ful 

Virtues. Being an Enemy to I hir 

Pomp, cur'd of Ambition, and I ma 
ö without Attachment to Riches, he He 
l ' Dn 


ech 
Ony 
Ces 
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was modeſt, ſedate, diſintereſted, 
liberal, courteous, ſincere, polite, 
conſiderate and regular in every 
thing, and thereby exceedingly well 
qualified to govern Men. As a 
Miniſter of State the Baſis of his 
Politicks was the Love of Juſtice. 
This was his reigning Virtue. To 
this he ſacrificed his own Inclina- 
tions, his perſonal Friendſhips, and 
even the Intereſts of his Family. 
All theſe great Qualities received a 
Luſtre and a Perfection from an e- 
minent Piety, which made him 
look to God as the End to which 
all Things were to be directed. 
And this Piety was in him a fruit- 
ful Source of Light to guide 
him in all the Steps he had to 
make, For as it diſingag'd his 
Heart from all irregular Paſſions, 
| and 
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and even Fondneſs for Amuſc-ſh.; 
ments, it continually ſupplied his 
Mind with ſufficient Strength to 
diſcover in every Occaſion what 
was true and eligible, | 

The Abbé de Langeron, Reader 
to the young Prince, had been ever 

| an intimate Friend, and, in ſome 
. | | Sort, a Pupil of Monſieur de Fene. 

| fon. He had applied himſelf to the ll 
ſerious Sciences, which form - the ct. 
{ Judgment, as well as to the Belles 
Lettres, which adorn the Mind. 
He was of a chearful and amiable; . 
Temper, his Heart noble, and af. It. 
fectionate. A better Friend was 
never ſeen. The Diſgrace of Mon. th. 
ſieur de Cambray drew his upon In. 
him, but the Senſe of his own 
Misfortune was entirely loſt in the 


Pleaſure of following his Friend in 4 
| his 
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uſc· Inis Exile, and of ſpending the 


his 
1 f0 
hat 


ider 
ever 
me 
ene. 
the 
the 
elles 
ind. 
able 


af. 


Was 
Hon. 
pon 
On 

the 
d in 
his 


Remainder of his Days with him. 


Such were the Friends of Non. 
ſeur de Cambray. 

Father Le Valois, a Jeſuit, re- 
ommended by the Abbe de Fene- 
on to be the Prince's Confeſlor, 
was a true Monaſtick, who in the 
midſt of the Court had preſeryed 
all the Virtues belonging to his 
State and Character. 

The Worksof the Abbe de Fleu- 
5, Sub-preceptor to the Prince, 
have made his Name ſo famous, 
that they alone are a ſufficient En- 


comium. I ſay nothing of the o- 


ther Perſons who had a Share in 


this Education, Their Merit is 


well known, and as they are yet 


alive, I muſt haye regard to their 
Modeſty. 


Never 


—— ̃  —  - - 
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Never was there a greater Har 
mony in the Conduct of an Edu 
cation, than in that of the Duke 
of Burgundy. All thoſe who were 


about him were in Concert toge 
ther never to flatter him, nor tc 


take his Part when there was Rea 
ſon to be diſſatisfied with him 
They talked to him in the ſam: 
Style, their Principles were thi 
fame, they all led him in the ſam 
Way. He found no Refuge but ii tl 
Obedience and in the Performancg tt 

of his Duties. | 
The great Talents of that Prince w 
were accompany'd with great Im by 
perfections. He was naturally th 
cholerick, violent, haughty and le 
humourſom. Such was the Child m 
whom we have ſince ſeen the 
meckeſt and moſt compaſſionate o 
Princes 
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Princes, and the moſt ſenſibly 
touch'd with the Miſeries and Miſ- 
fortunes of Men, He denied him- 
ſelf every thing to ſuccour others, 
and look d upon himſelf as deſtin'd 
to Sovereign Authority for no o- 
ther End, but to be the Guardian 
of his People's Welfare, and to 
make them good and happy. 

The Method made uſe of to 
faſhion the Mind and Heart of 
that young Prince is a Model of 
the moſt perfect Education. 

In Order to form his Mind, he 
was made to ſtudy, not by Rules, 
but according as Curioſity, which 
rally they took Pains to excite in him, 
and led him to it. By this Means A- 
bild muſements were converted into 

tha Study, and the moſt ſerious Stu- 
te Off dies became an Amuſement. A 
nces, 2 Con; 
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Converſation beguh by Deſign, 
without his perceiving it, gave Oc- ſl 
caſion to the reading of a Hiſto- iſ | 
ry, to the examining of a Map, and 
to ſuch Reaſonings and Diſcourſes 
as, at his Age, he might be capa- 
ble of comprehending. The Ex- 
erciſes ſet him were always ſolid 
Inſtructions. By ſome Story, or 
ſome Dialogue, which treated of 
the moſt conſiderable Tranſactions 
of ancient or modern Times, they 
made him acquainted with the 
Characters of the great Men of 
all Ages, and at the ſame Time, 
inſpir'd him with the Love of the 
pureſt Virtue. The Dialogues of 
the Dead, and the Adventures of ] in 
Telemachus, were written with this I he 
View. | to 
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It was neceſſary, for the regu- 
lating of his Heart, to correct his 
natural Failings, and to give him a 
Taſte for, the ſeveral Virtues, A 
ſorrowful Air upon the Counte- 
nances of all who were about him 
was now and then ſucceſsful- 
ly made uſe of to give a Check 
to the humourſom, violent and 
haughty Temper of the young 
Prince. Sometimes they brought 
him to Reaſon by artful and deli- 
cate Raillery, At other times they 
made him ſenſible of his Extrava- 


'gances by ſhewing him his Pic- 


ture in ſome Fable, 

The Corrections commonly us d 
in Education were never employ d 
here. The only Puniſhments were 
to deprive him of ſome diverſion, 
to confine him from going abroad, 
AT: B — 
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or even not to permit him ſome 
kind of Study they had made him 
fond-of. By thus breaking his Wil, 
and ſubduing his Inclinations, they 
at length brought him to ſuch a 
Pliableneſs of Temper, and to fuch 
a Strength of Soul, as were pro- 


per to make him readily liſten to 


good Counſels, and reſolute in fol- 
lowing them. 

When his Fits of Humour and 
Paſſion were moſt violent, all thoſe 
who approach d to ſerve him had 
Orders to affect a melancholy Si- 
lence all the while of their Atten- 
dance. They left him in this 


| Manner without Pity to combat 


with himſelf, till at 'length weary 
of finding no Body to talk with, he 
came and ask'd Pardon, and ac- 
knowledg'd his Fault. 

The 
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The only Condition of For- 
giveneſs was to confeſs all; and 
to accuſtom him to this Ingenuouſ. 
neſs, thoſe Perſons who had the 
Care of his Education us'd to ac- 
knowledge thoſe Faults, which 
they might happen to have com- 
mitted in his Preſence. By this 
Means they made their own Im- 
perfections ſerviceable to the In- 
ſtruction of their Pupil. 

They endeavoured to inſpire 
him with the Love of Virtue, not 
by; dry Precepts, nor moral Sen- 


tences, nor ſtudied Harangues ; 


but by a Word, a Look, ſome 
touching Reflection well tim's; 
they gave him every Moment new 
Leſſons, without his being diſ- 
guſted with it, or even ſo much 
as perceiving it. At Table, at 

B 2 Play, 
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Play, in taking the Air, and in 
Converſation every thing was made 
to tend to Inſtruction, and by un- 
diſcoverable Arts and ingenious 
Turns, which way ſoever he look- 
ed, noble Sentiments and royal 
Virtues were till preſented to his 
Mind. | 
To this Knowledge and Love 
of Truth was added the valuable © 
Faculty of a judicious Silence. To e 
accuſtom him carly to Secrecy ||| 
they imparted to him, after due | L 
re 

be 

tle 


Precaution, ſome Affairs even of 
the higheſt Importance, letting him 
thereby ſee, that they put a greater 
Confidence in him, than his Years t 
could intitle him to. This is no 
imaginary Account, but a Relation 
of Facts which I have from Mr. 
De Cambray himſelf. , 


* 
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It was thus that the Duke of 
Beauvilliers, the Abbe de Fenelon, 
and all thoſe who ated under them, 
concurred together to render their 
auguſt Pupil a Father of his Coun- 
try. | 

During the whole time that the 
Abbé de Fenelon was at Court he 
ever ſhew'd a perfect Diſintereſt- 
ble edneſs, and a great Forgetfulneſs 
To Jof himſelf. All the Benefice he — 
ecy had was a ſmall Priory which his 
jue Uncle, the Biſhop of Sarlat, had 
*of reſigned to him. He had learned 
\im betimes to be content with a lit- 
iter | tle, to regulate his Expences, and 
ears to live free of that Slavery in 
no | which intereſted Minds are una- 
voidably involved; and this long 
Mr. Habit of ſetting Bounds to his De- 
lires, joined with the ſupernatural | 
It B. 3. Love 
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Af Love of the Poverty of Jcſus 


Chriſt, made him continue ſix 


Years at Court in noted Fayour 


without receiving or asking any 
Bounty either for himſelf or for 
any of his Family, The Publick 


nam'd him for eyery Place that 


fell vacant ; but not the leaſt Pro- 
viſion was made for him. 

The King at length beſtow'd 
on him the Abby of St. Vallery, 


making him at the ſame time a 


Sort of Excuſe for giving him ſo 


little and ſo late. Some Months af 
ter, the Archbiſhoprick of Cambray 


becoming vacant, his Majeſty nam'd 
him to it. The Abbe de Fenelon, 
nicely ſcrupulous in the Point of 
his Duty, at firſt declined the ac- 
cepting it ; fearing that he ſhould 
not be able to reconcile the Care 
70. of 
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of a Dioceſe with the Functions 
of his Employment. But the 
King told him, that the Education 
of the Prince being almoſt finiſh'd; 
he might alternatively diſcharge the 
Duties of his Preceptorſhip and 
thoſe of his Biſhoprick, the Per- 
ſons of Merit, who were under 
him in both Stations, ſupplying 
his reſpectiye Abſences. He yield- 
ed at laſt to the King's Com: 
mands, upon Condition that he 
might ſpend nine Months of the 
Year at Cambray, and three witli 


the Prince. 


When he accepted the Archbi- 
ſhoprick of Cambray, he reſign'd 
the Abby of St. Yallery, without 
asking it for any of his Friends 
or Relations. The King ſeem d 
amaz d, and preſsd him to keep 

B 4 it. 
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it, But he repreſented to his Ma- 
jcſty, that the Revenues of the 
Archbiſhoprick being more than 
ſufficient, he thought himſelf in 
that Caſe wherein the Canons 
forbid a Plurality of Benefices. He 


relinquiſh'd at the ſame time the 
Priory which he had from his 


Uncle. So rare a Diſintereſted- 
neſs gain d him great Encomiums, 
but it likewiſe occaſioned a cer- 
tain Grudge againſt him in thoſe 
Perſons whom his Example con- 
dcenan'd. 

The high Fayour the Archbi- 
ſhop of Cambray was now in, 
ſeem d to promiſe ſtill a greater 
Advancement; but there aroſe a 
Storm againſt him which carried 
him for ever from the Court. 


In 
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In order to know the Riſe, 
Progreſs and Completion of his 
Difgrace, it is neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething of Madame Guyon, who 
was made the Pretext for it, and 


to give here a ſhort Account of 


her Conduct and Sentiments. 

This is needful, not only to ju- 
ſtify her againſt the Calumnies of 
her Enemies, but likewiſe to take 


away the falſe Ideas which cer- 
tain Perſons have fram'd of her, 
by reading a Hiſtory of her Life, 


lately printed in a foreign Coun- 


tf er- to her laſt Inten- 


tions. OY 


ö Magens Genn was born dt - 


Montargis, of a good Family, 
At fifteen Years of Age ſhe: was 
married to a Gentleman of the 
lame Place, and continued there 

oe B 5p till 
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till her Widowhood, - preſerving 
always the Reputation of a pure 
and unſpotted Virtue. 

From her tendereſt Years ſhe, 
in a very particular Manner, con- 
ſecrated her ſelf to God, by that 
Kind of Picty which is adapted to 
every State) of Life, and which is 
ſo much recommended by St. Fran- 
gois de Sales. 

At twenty eight Years of Age 
ſhe was leſt a Widow. The Fame 
of her Piety and good Underſtand- 

ing having reached ſo far as to the 

Ears of Monſieur d Aranton, Bi- 

ſhop of Geneva, who was then at 
Paris; that Prelate engag'd her 
to retire into his Dioceſe, in the 

Company of ſome Women who 
were Converts to the Catholick 
Church, and who were going to 
eſtabliſh 


= — . 1 G — cat. a 
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eſtabliſh a Community at Gez, for 
the Converſion of Proteſtants of 
their own Sex. 

Madame Guyon having firſt ad- 
visd with ſome Perſons, the moſt 
venerable for their Picty, and be- 
ing by all confirm'd in her Reſo- 
lution, ſhe left Paris in the Year 
1681, accompany.d. by ſome of 
thoſe new. Converts, and two 
Maid-Seryants. She ſoon arriv d 
at Gez. The Biſhop of Geneva 
came there to {ce her, and brought 
with him Father De la Combe, a 


Barnabite, whom he made Su- 


perior of the Houſe. This Fa- 
ther was a Monaſtick not. only of 
ſuperior Underſtanding in all hu- 


man Learning, but of a profound 


Knowledge in the Science proper 


to the Saints. 


B 6 She 


36 The LIFE of 
- She receiv'd Letters ſoon after 


from her Family, deſiritig her to 


relinquiſn the Guardianſhip of her 


Children, which' was worth' near 


three thouſand Found per Annum, 
and to make over to them all het 
Fortune. To this Requeſt ſhe joy- 


fully conſented, reſerving only 2 


ſmall Penſion to her ſelf, - 
"The Bifhop of Geneva, at the 
Inftigation of ſome Perſons, en- 


deavour'd to engage her to make 2 


Preſent of the little Income, ſhe 
had left, to the new Converts, and 
to take upon her ſelf the Govern- 
ment of the Houſe. But as ſhe 
had perceiv'd that the Rules and 
Inſtitution of that Community 
were not agreable to her Way 
of thinking, ſhe begg'd the Biſhop 
to excuſe her. This Refufal diſ- 

pleas d 


r — a GE. Wikre 


Days; but tlie thick" Air of the 
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pleas d the new; Converts ; and 
they defir'd her ſoon alen to leave 
the Houſe. 22 ( 
RNeſolvd ales nne 
to Paris, but in ſome ſolitary 
Place; unknown, and rembte from 
the World) to difingage her Mind 
from all "eatthly- Cares, the retir d 
at firſt to tie /Ur/tlines of Tonnon, 
aftet wards to one of her Friends 


at Gyenolle, and at laſt to Vercbil. 


whither the Biſhop of the Place had 
frequently invited er. It was 
there that ſlie reckoned to end her 


Place having cauꝰd a Defſuxion up- 
on her Lungs, accompanied with à 
dangerous Fever, the Phyſicians de- 
clar d that ſhe could not live unleſs 
ſhe went to breath her native Air. 
She left Yerceil to the great Re- 
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gret of the Biſhop, and came back 
to Paris in the Year 1687, after 
ſix Years Abſence. 

During her Retirement and A- 
bode in thoſe diſtant Provinces, 
ſhe, in her firſt Writings, expreſs d 
the noble Aſpirings of her Love 
to God in a ſimple and artleſs, but 
lively and feeling Manner. Her 
Manuſcripts were inſenſibly hand- 
ed about from one to another, 
were copied and diſpers d without 
her Knowledge. A Friend of hers 
eaus d one of them to be printed 
at Grenoble *, and another at Y- 
ons b, with authentick Approba- 
tions. Theſe Pieces were exceed- 


— 


A ſhort and eaſy Method of Prayer. 
* Explication of Solomon's Song. 


_ TT 
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ingly lik d by ſome, but they gave 
Offence to others. 

She was no ſooner arrived at 
Paris, but there came Letters 
from the Country exclaiming a- 
gainſt her Doctrine, and loading 
her with Calumnies. Counterfeit 
Letters were produc'd, and ſhe was 
confined to the Monaſtery of Nuns 
of the Viſitation, in the Street of 
St. Antoine, the Month of Fanu- 
ary 1688.” Father De la Combe, 
her Director, was involv d in the 
ſame Diſgrace. 

She vety ſoon made appear the 
Impoſture of her Enemies, con- 
founding them by the Force of 
her Anſwers. After a ſtrict Exa- 
mination, for the Space of eight 
Months, by Order of Monfieur de 
Harlay, Archbiſhop of Paris; af. 

tex 
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ter the moſt malicious Accuſa tions 
the moſt' captious Interrogatories, 
and a perfect clearing up of all 
Matters, her Innocence appear d 
in all its Luſtre. Her Candour, 
Meekneſs, and ſubmiſſive Bebe 
viour ſo undeceivd the Abbeſs, 
and the othet Nuns of the Moni 
ſtery, that they | were all unani 
mous in giving an authentick To- 
ſtimonial to her Vittue. Madame 
de Muintenon being convinc'd of 
her Innocence by the Means of 
Madame de Miramion, applied 
with:geeat Earneſtneſs to the King 
in her Behalf, obtain d her Liber. 
ty, and for ſeveral Vears gave her 
Marks of great Conkideties and 
0 — 


Some time after het going out I 


III 141744714. 
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ſhe made Acquaintance with the 
Abbe de Fenelon. - She ſaw. * 
at the Ducheſs of Bethune's , 

Lady to whom flic had 5 
known from. her Childhood: The 
Abbé had been very much-prepoſ- 
ſeſsd to her Diſadvantage, before 
he had ſpoken to het; but his Pre- 
judices were intirely removed by 
the Converſations he had with her 
at Madame de Bethune's. Houle. 
Going afterwards occaſionally. to 
Montargis, he inquir d what Re- 
putation ſhe had born in that 
Town before ſhe left it. Every 
one expreſs d a very high Opinion 
of her Plety, and of the Purity of 
her Converſation from her, very 
Infancy ; and this Teſtimony be- 
ing given by, Perſons of the; moſt 


venerable Characters, it confirm d 
Magſieur 


| 
| 
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Friendſhip was by Degrees forme 


Monſieur de Fenelon in the Ide 
he had already conceiv'd of M. 
dame Guyon's Merit; and a ftris 


between theſe two Perſons, which F 
prov'd afterwards to both a Source l 
of very heavy Croſſes, and there. b 
by an Occaſion of exerciſing; ver n 
great Virtues. D 

Madame Guyon, fome Years aff] D 
ter her firſt Acquaintance witii be 


Monſieur de Fenelon, became like 


wiſe acquainted with the Duke 

Chevreuſe. de 
This Nobleman had been ediſſ hi. 
— by the Gentlemen of Po ga 


Royal. Such able Maſters negleq wi 
ted nothing to cultivate his natuff Fr 
ral Parts. He was vers d in ſev Hi 


ral Kinds of Learning, very rauf tur 


in Perſons of his Rank, He haf 2 
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an eaſy Eloquence, an extenſive 
Genius, capable of tracing every 
thing back to firſt Principles, and 
of forming the greateſt Projects. 
He was bold in Execution, fear- 
leſs of bad Succeſs, and undaunted 
by the Cenſures of thoſe who did 
not penetrate the Greatneſs of his 
Deſigns. If his Mind had ſome 
Defects, they were owing to its 
being too fertile in Schemes. His 
Addreſs was free, graceful and 
modeſt ; his Politeneſs of a noble, 
delicate, and unaffected Kind; 
his Temper ſweet, affable, and en- 
J gaging. He liv'd in his Family 
with his Children like a good 
Friend, as well as a good Father, 
His Soul, notwithſtanding his na- 
J tural Vivacity, ſeem'd: always even 
| and undiſturb d. Picty, in a Word, 
had 


we 


eminent Quality were likewiſe en- 
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had in him ſo united together the 
human and divine Virtues, that 
he was at once a good: Chriſtian, 
a good Common - wealth's - man, 
and a perfect Friend. | 
The Duke of Beauvilliers, the 


Duke of Chevreuſe, and the A n 
| be de Fenelm livd in doſe Amity G 
together, and all the World was 


acquainted with the ſingular E. % 
ſteem they had for Madame. Guyen, 4 
Diverſe young Ladies at Court of 


gaged with her in a ſtrict Friend- 
ſhip. Madame de Maint enon het 
ſelf made her frequently come to 
St. Cyr, and teſtifyd a very great | 


Confidence in her. ei 
Some Perſons who. had an In- ** 
tereſt to ſerve by putting an End Tim 
to cheſe Fricndſhips, ſpread. a Ru- ye 
1 2 7 mout JF 7k, 


mour abroad of & rifir ing He- 
eſy much in Credit at Court. 
That which gave Occaſion to their 
alumnies was as follows. 
Rome had, ſome Years before, 
mploy'd its Thunder againſt the 2 
ritings of Molinos. The incon- 
iderate Expreſſions of that Spaniſh 
Doctor had | giyen Riſe to a falſe 
Spirituality, which join'd the im- 
ure Love of the Creatures with a 
retended pure Loye of the Crea- 
or. This Illuſion is affirm'd to 


nd-W vc made its Way as far as into 
het Fance. Others again pretend to 
> to 


ay, that all the Reports ſpread 
abroad about French Quietiſm , 
ere only the Stratagems of cer; 
ain politick Men, who ſome- 
imes place Phantoms before the 
| 15. N, Px 8 . 9 Poke, 1 


— them. 
„e ill %; ſen; V1 Wo th 


44 The LIFE of 


had in him ſo united together the 
human and divine Virtues, that 
he was at once a good Chriſtian, 


a good Common - wealth's- man, 


and a perfect Friend. 
The Duke of Beauvilliers, the 
Duke of Chevreuſe, and the Ab 
be de Fenelon liv'd in dloſe Amity 
together, and all the World was 
acquainted with the ſingular E. 
ſteem they had for Madame Guyon. 
Diverſe young Ladies at Court of 


eminent Quality were likewiſe en- 
gaged with her in a ſtrict Friend- 


ſhip. Madame de Maint enon het 
ſelf made her frequently come to 


St, Cyr, and teſtify d a; very great a 


Confidence _* IT 
Some Perſons who had an * 
terclt to ſerve by putting an End 


to cheſe Friendſhips, ſpread a;Ru- i 


c 
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mour abroad of 4 riſing He- 
eſy much in Credit at Court. 
That which gave Occaſion to their 
alumnies was as follows. 
Rome had, ſome Years before, 
mploy'd its Thunder againſt the +a 
ritings of 'Mo/inos. The incon- 
idcrate Expreſſions of that Spaniſh 
Doctor had | giyen Riſe to a falſe 
Spirituality, which join'd the im- 
Pure Love of the Creatures with a 


t of Pretended pure Loye of the Crea- 

en- Nor. This Illuſion is afficm'd to 

— ave made its Way as far as into 
et 


rance. Others again pretend to 
to May, that all the Reports ſpread 
eat abroad about French Quietiſm , 
1: !ucre only the Stratagems of cer; 
An ain politicx Men, who ſome- 
imes place, Phantoms before the 


Ru- es of Prince wget. t make, 
aour 1877 5.860 . th Wirt t 


"yy 9. „ - KA/ Ko e *: * 
29 ee 


* 32 UL 


taken from theſe Rumours to con- 
found Truth with Falſhood, and 
to cry down that internal and hid. 
den Piety, which is only diſcover- 
ed by the ſolid, pure and amiable 


C . 
u 
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themſelves neceſſary in a War a. 


gainſt them. 
However that be, Occaſion wal 


- Virtues, that are its genuine Fruits, 
The new Diſciples of St. Au- 
ſim liſten'd but too readily to thoſe 
Calumnies. They had flatter di 
themſelves at firſt, that a Man off rel 
ſuch good Underſtanding as the. 
Abbe de Fenelon, could not fail 
to be of their Party. They werc 
extreamly ſhock'd when they ſaw 
themſelves deceiy'd, and eſpecially 
when they found that the Duke 
of Chevreuſe, by Means of the 
Friendſhip he had with him, wa 
1 5 carrlec 
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irtied off by Degrees from the 
ntiments of the Gentlemen of 
Port Royal. a 
Nothing was any longer heard 
ut Clamours about the Danger 
e Church was in from the He- 
eiy of Malinos, which unpercei- 
ably inſinuated it ſelf among Per- 
ons of the firſt Rank, and of the 
eateſt Merit. The Alarm was 
ſpecially given to Monſieur Godet 
E Marais, Biſhop of Chartres, a 
relate of ſincere Piety, but of a 
iolent Temper, and an ardent 
Leal for what he thought found 
Doctrine. 

A Man of ſuch a Chatadter was 
ally Iaſceptible of ſtrong Prejudices. 
ukeſſſhe new Spirituality was picturd 


the o him after a frightful Manner. A 
wasFartgin Doctor of Sorbonne, a ſtre- 


A, e. N 2 375 


$2 1636; 2 Ae 


r 


Ss | Aſſertor of invincible Gracz 
in order to bring that Prelate of 
from his indefatigable Proſecution 


againſt: Jauſeniſin, artfully repr 
Quietiſin to him as a 


ſented 
Object for the Exerciſc of we 


being ignorant at that time of th 

Character and Sentiments of th 

Doctor, was not aware of thi 
Snare. He applied | himſelf in goo! 
_earnck to thander againſt the rifing 
Hereſy and employed all | 
Thiopghes to bring Madame Gy 
de under Suſpicion. N 

N This Lady then took 2 ReGYY an 
$5 lation. of putting her Writings in 

to the Hands of ſome Prelate o 
| eminent Learning,. who might ei 
amine and make a Report of them 
She NE: 24 91 ſeur d 


ria 4 2 as bb 
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Meanx for this Purpoſe, as being 
1 Man whoſe! Approbation would 
counterbalance the Autliority of the 
Biſhop of Chartres,' and quickly 
deſtroy! ve eo 'of ae, fu 
tious Doctors oi: 

All — being deli. 
vered to Monſieur de Meaux, he 
read. them over, and immediately 
told the Duke of Cr vrruſb, that 
he found a Light and an Unction 
in themewhich he had not: met 
with elſewhere, He aſterwards 
took them with him to Aſeauæ, 
made long Extracts out of them, 
and at the End of five Months to 


1694 came back:to Paris, whore 
he had a long Conference with 
Madame Guyon, and, after having 
given her ha Communion with 

Nat 22 ni 541i hs 


wards the Beginning ofcthe Year 


# 
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his own Hands, laid all his Diffi. 
culties before her, and attentively 
heard her Anſwers. | * 

Altho' he had ſhewn a great deal 
of Warmth in that Conference, he 
nevertheleſs declar'd to the Duke of 
Chevreuſe, that the Difficultics on 
which he inſiſted did no Way 
concern any Matter of Faith, but 
related only to certain Notions of 
Spirituality which he did not ſuf- 
ficiently comprehend, and that he 
was ready to give Madame Guyon a 
Certificate of her being a ſound 
Catholick. Madame Guyon prayed 
the Duke to tell him, that as her 
Deſire to ſee him had been only 
for her own Inſtruction, and to 
remove the Fears of her Friends, 
ſhe was ſatisfy'd with the verbal 
Teſtimony, he had the Goodneſs 
to give in her Behalf. She 


val 
eſs 
he 
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She retir'd after this into an un- 
known Place, and broke off all In- 
tercourſe with her Friends. But 


the reſtleſs Spirits of her Enemies 


were not quieted by this Precaution. 
In Order to bring her Sentiments 
under an ill Suſpicion, Endeayours 
were-us'd to throw a Blemiſh up- 

on her Morals. The Dukes of 
Beauvilliers and Chevreuſe | 
Concert with the, Abbe de Ig 
lon had prepar'd a Memorial in 
their joint Names for her Juſtifi- 


cation, and Madame de Maintenon 


undertook to preſent it to the 
King, and to ſecond. it. But 2 
dame 'Guyon would never conſent. 
to their: taking that Step for fear 
of expoſing her three Friends to 

Inconveniences. 
Madame de. Maintenon ſome 
Ca time 
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time after chang'd her Mind, ſuf. 
fering herſelf to be hurry'd away 
by the Zeal of her Director, the 
Biſhop of Chartres. She was a 


Lady that had, a ſincere Reſpect 


for Religion. Her Convetſation 
was iniſinuating, and of a very gen- 
teel Turn. But het judgment does 
not ſeem to have been equal to the 
Delicacy of her Wit. She was ea: 
ſily prepoſſeſſed in Fayour of Per- 


ſons, and afterwatds as eafily dif. 


ouſted. It was no difficult Mat- 
ter to alarm a Lady of this * 


radter. 


They perſuaded het to believe 
that the little Book, calkd the 
Short Method, which the Had ex- 
ceedingly lik d before; contain d in 


it the groſſeſt Errors, and all the 


hortible ene of Quiotiſim. 
It 


n * 


1 
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It was no ſooner known that 
ſhe had declared her ſelf againſt 
Madame Guyon, but Endcavours 
were usd to raiſe a Suſpicion in 
her to the Diſadyantage of the 
Abbe de Fenelon. She was ready 
enough to entertain it. She had 
at firſt promis d her ſelf an abſolute 
Aſcendant over him, but finding 
that he often oppos d her Notions, 
ſhe. grew apprehenſive leſt a Man, 
whom ſhe could not be ſure of, 


ſhould get too much Credit with 
. the King. 


This Change in Madame de 
Maintenon gave Occaſion to the 
Biſhop of Meaux, to diſcover 
the ſecret Uneaſineſs he had a 
long time cherifh'd againſt the A. 
be de Fenelon. As that Prelate 
had been acenſtom'd to ſee him- 

C 3 ſelf 
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ſelf admir'd as the greateſt Genius 
of his Age, he could not bearto 
behold the Eyes of the Publick 


turned away from him to fix up- 
on the Riyal of his Reputation, 


This was the original Cauſe of 
their Diſcords. But doubtleſs that 


Prelate did not in the Beginning 
think of carrying Things to thoſe 
Extremities, to which the Heat 
of Diſpute tranſported him after. 
wards, Notice was given to Mon. 
fieur de Fenelon of frequent Com- 
plaints and little Reflections which 
the Biſhop let fall againſt him : But 
he would give no Credit to it. 
The Rage and Outcry againſt 
Madame Guyon became univerſal, 
and the Reputation of her Friends 
ſeem'd to ſuffer by the Aſperſions 
upon her. For this Reaſon ſhe i 
reſoly'd 
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reſolv'd to break Silence, and to 
juſtify her ſelf in a publick Way. 
She wrote to Madame de Main- 
tenon, beſeeching her to procure 
that Commiſſioners might be ap- 
pointed, the one Half Laicks the 
other Eccleſiaſticks, to take Infor- 
mation, and give definitive Sen- 
tence upon every thing that was 
laid to her Charge. She offer'd 


at the ſame time to make her ſelf 


a Priſoner within eight Days in 
whatever Priſon ſhould be thought 


. proper, to undergo the Penaltics 


due to her, in Caſe ſhe was found 

guilty. | | 
The Duke of Beauvilliers under- 
took to deliver this Letter to Ma. 
dame de Maintenon. But that La- 
dy did not think proper to come 
into the Expedient propos d, tho 
C 4 it 
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it ſeem'd ſo very reaſonable. Her 
Anſwer to the Duke was, that 
ſhe did not believe the falſe Re- | 
ports that were abroad about Ma. | 
dame Guyon ; that the Matter in 
queſtion was not her [Morals : but 
her Sentiments; that ſhould her 
perſonal Character be juſlify'd, it 


was to be feard, too much Cre- © 
dit might be thereby given to her 
Doctrine; that the latter ought Ml © 
to be firſt cvamin d, and that the 


: Calumnies:thrown upon the other 
would : of themſelves fall to the 
0 Ground. 5 

= A ſtrict Enquiry then into the 
„Doctrine of Malene Guyon's i © 
Books was what Madame de 
Maintenon inſiſted upon, and ſhe 
ſpoke of it to the King. The Bi- 
ſhop of Meaux was choſen to be 
. chief 
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chief Examiner. The Biſhop of 


les, and Monſieur Tronſon, Superior 
of the Seminary of St. Sulpicius 
were join'd, with him, both which 
undertook, the Examination with 
great Mildneſs and Candour. Ma- 
dame de Maintenon was deſirous 
that Monſieur. de Fenelon ſhould 
make a fourth, to which the King 
gave his Approbation. 


The Abbe de Fenelon, conſcious . 


of the Purity of his own Inten- 


tions, and relying upon the Inte- 


grity of the Examiners, open d 
himſelf to them with an unreſer- 
ved Simplicity of Heart, and with- 

out the leaſt Fear or Diſtruſt. 
Monſieur de Meaux told, him, 
that he had never read, any of the 
contewplative , Writers, ,,and,pray- 
7 ed 


31 1 
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Chaalons, now Cardinal de Noait- 


— . 
66 
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ed him to make ſome Extradt 
out of them, and to add his own 


Remarks. The Abbe de Fen: 


lon did ſo, and ſent him a Col: 
lection of Paſſages taken from the 
Greek and Latin Fathers, the ca 
noniz'd Saints and approved Doc. 
tors. 

The Deſign of this Collection 
was to ſhew, that the Expreſſion 
of the Contemplatives in all Age: 
were as unguarded as thoſe of Mz 
dame Guyon ; that neither the on 
nor the other ought to be taken 
in Strictneſs: But yet that aftet 
all Allowances wcre made, there 
would ſtill remain enough to prove 
by a conſtant Tradition, that 
« tho' we arc bound to love God 


« as the Author of our Happinels 
* we are oblig'd to love him ye 


% more, 
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« more, as he is infinitely perfect; a 
« that we ought to love God for ey 

« himſelf, all other Things for ,.,Y/ 
« his Sake, and our own Being, Flog 
« as his Image. That we ſhould - 0) 
« will Good to our ſelves only 58 
« belonging to him, thus enoble 

« our Hope by Charity, and deſire 

« our own eternal Happineſs, as a 

« State which exalts, purifics, and 


aQts 
wn 
ent. 
ol 
the 
ca. 
oc: 


tion 


ion « conſummates our Love. | 

\ges Monſieur de Meaux had always 
Mi maintained the Opinion oppoſite to 
one diſintereſted Love. He thought 


no Body underſtood ſo well what 
was true Doctrine as himſelf, and 
could not bear to be ſhewn, that 
the Tradition of the Church in ſo 
eſſential a Point had eſcap'd his 


Obſervation. The Abbe de Fe. 


after 
here 
Trove 
that 
God 
nels, 
1 ye 
Orc, 
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he had advanced, which was in- 
ſupportable to the Biſhop from a 
Man whom he look d upon as his 
- Diſciple. 
After an {E xentlaction which 
laſted ſeveral Months, they had a 
great deal of Difficulty to come 
to any preciſe Determination. The 
only Thing in View, at the be- 
ginning, was to undeceive Ma- 
dame Gnyon upon her ' pretend- 
ed Spirituality. But Monſieur de 
Meaux would not reſt there. He 
cryed out continually, that the 


Church was in Danger. It would 


be an additional Luſtre to the Glo- 
ry of his Triumphs over the Pro- 
teſtants to convict ſo great a Man 
as the Abbe de Fenelon of Error. 
He was therefore for making Ca- 
nons, to aſcertain and fecure the 
Catholick Docttine. For 
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For this Purpoſe, towards the 
Beginning of the Year 1695, he 
had diverſe Conferences at 1 
with Monſieur de Chaalons, Mon- 
ſeur Tronſon, and the Abbe de 
Fenelon, who was juſt nam'd to the 
Archbiſhoprick of Cambray. ' He 
ſhewed them thirty Articles, he 
had drawn up, and which he pro- 
pog'd to them to fign, as a'Fence 
againſt Novelties. | 

Momſieur de Fenelon Wang read 
them over, alter'd ſeveral of the 
Number, and added four others. 
Theſe were rejected at firſt by the 
Biſhop of Meaux; but, after much 
Diſpute, he at length yielded, and 
the Articles were fign'd by all the 
or. four Examiners. 
Ja Monſieur de Meaux whiſperd 
he about his-Boaſts, that he. had made 
or Monſieur 
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he had advanced, which was in- 
ſupportable to the Biſhop from a 
Man whom he look'd upon as his 
Diſciple. | 
After an [Exantivction” which 
laſted ſeveral Months, they had a 
great deal of Difficulty to come 
to any preciſe Determination. The 
only Thing in View, at the be— 
ginning, was to undeceive Ma- 
dame Gnyon upon her ' pretend- 
ed Spirituality. But Monſieur de 
Meaux would not reſt there. He 
cryed out continually, that the 
Church was in Danger. It would 
be an additional Luſtre to the Glo- 
ry of his Triumphs over the Pro- 
teſtants to convict ſo great a Man 
as the Abbe de Fenelon of Error. 
He was therefore for making Ca- 
nons, to aſcertain and fecute the 
- Catholick Docttine. For 
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For this Purpoſe, towards the 
Beginning of the Year 1695, he 
had diverſe Conferences at 1/y 
with Monſieur de Chaalons, Mon- 
eur Tronſon, and the Abbe de 
Fenelon, who was juſt nam'd to the 
Archbiſhoprick of Cambray. He 
ſnewed them thirty Articles, he 
had drawn up, and which he pro- 
pos d to them to ſign, as a Fence 
againſt Novelties. a 

Monfienr de Fenelon having read 
them over, alter'd ſeveral of the 
Number, and added four others. 
Theſe were rejected at firſt by the 
Biſhop of Meaux; but, after much 
Diſpute, he at length yielded, and 
the Articles were fign'd by all the 
four Examiners. 

Monſieur de Meaux whiſperd 
about his*Boaſts, that he had made 

| Monſieur 


Monſieur de Fenelon, under the 
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ſpecious Pretext of ſigning ſome 
Articles, retract his Errors; and 
Monſieur de Fenelon pleasd him. 
ſelf with thinking, that, by the 
Approbation which that Prelate 
had given to the four ſuperadded 
Articles, he had brought him to 
admit his Doctrine of pure Love, 

Not long after the ſigning of 
theſe Articles, Monſieur de Fent 
lon was conſecrated Biſhop of Cam 
bray, and Monſieur de Mean: 
would by all Mcans perform the 
Office. Hitherto there had ſeem'l 
to be a very good Underſtanding 
between theſe two Prelates. 

The Biſhops of Chaalons, Char: 
tres and Meaux in that very ſame 
Year publiſh'd Paſtoral Letters 2 
gainſt Quietiſin, and condemn 

the 
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the Books of Madame Guyon. The 
firſt conducted himſelf with much 
more Moderation than the other 
two. While we blame, fays 
that Prelate, “ the Extravagancies of 
« the falſe Myſticks, let us ever 
4 praiſe and admire thoſe holy 
« Exceſles to which Souls are tranſ- 
« ported by the Love of God. 
« They can never carry it too far, 
« ſince the only Meaſure of Love 
«© to him is to love him with- 


AUX , 

the © Out Meaſure. Fear not there- 
= “ fore, continues he, that the 
ng * Tranſports of pure Love ſhould 


ever carry them aſide from the 
« right Way.” Thus, tho he for- 


har. 
bad the reading of Madame Guy- 
me 
„ans Books, he was very far from 
"wy condemning her Perſon. He had 


he ſeen her ſome Months before at the 
v will act tha . Hotel 
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Hotel de Morheſtein, and had told 
her, © That ſubmitting her Ex. 
« preſſions to the Judgment of her 

“ Superiors, ſhe might continue in 

te the ſame Sentiments, and that he 

« would pray God to increaſe his 

« Fayours to her. 
In the mean time, that, Lady 
had retir'd to the Nuns of St. Ma. 
ry of Meaux, waiting the, deciliye 
Judgment of the Biſhops. Monſicu 

_ Boſſuet went into his Dioceſe to 
ſee her. He requix'd of her to 
ſign his Paſtoral - Ordinance, and 
to retract the Errors therein men- 
tion d, confeſſing at the ſame time 
that ſhe did not believe the Incat- 
nation of the Mora, and that ſhe 
had practisd a kind of Prayer 
which put her into an intire For- 
getfulneſs of the Chriſtian Myſte. 
ties. Ma- 
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Ald Madame Guyon was (card at 
"Wo firange a Propoſal. She told 
him, that, as to her Expreſſions, 
- 11 me ſubmitted: them to the Church, 
heſtnat ſhe made but little Account 
his of her Works, that ſhe had writ- 

ten them only occaſionally and in 
d) WObedicncc, without any Intention 
to dogmatize ; that it was poſlible 
ſhe might have been miſtaken in 
er Choice of Terms, but that 
ſhe could not, without betraying 
her Conſcience, acknowledge that 
e had ever cheld ſuch Mmoullcous 
Errors. 


me The Nuns and Abbeſs. of the 


Convent, Whither the had retreat- 
of their-Biſhop, and endeavour d to 


gave to Madame Guyons Piety. 
4. He 


ed, were afflicted jat the Ctuelty 


ſoften him by the [Teſtimony they 


— 1 —— — — — — — — — 
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He yielded at length to the Foto 
of Truth, and at the End of f 
Months gave her a Certificate, it 
which he declares, © That he wa 
ce ſatisfy'd with her Conduct; tha 
he continued to her the Partici 
« pation of the holy Sacraments 
ce that he had not found her an 
« ways inyoly'd in the Abomin 
e tions of Molinos, or in any e 


tt ther heretofore condemn'd ; an. 
es jn fine, that he had not mean t 
te to comprehend her in th“ t 
«© Mention made of thoſe Abo a 
e minations in his Tale O 
« dinance. af 


Another Certificate was likewik ter 
given her by the Abbeſs and th and 
Nuns, in which they declare, *Tha tak 
that Lady, having continued {if diſp 
« Months in their Houſe, hai to a 
| &« given 
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given them no Cauſe of Trou- 
© ble or Uneaſineſs, but on the 
* contrary, an Example highly 
« edifying ; that throughout her 
* whole Conduct, and in all her 
© Words, they had obſerv'd a 
great Regularity, Simplicity, 
* Sincerity, Humility, Mortifica- 
tion, Meekneſs, and Chriſtian 
Patience, and a truly pious E- 


* ſteem for every Part of the Ca- 
* tholick Faith, and eſpecially for 


* the Myſtery of the Incarnation, 
and holy Infancy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

Two ſuch authentick Acts, af- 
ter ſo rigorous an Examination, 
and after ſo much Pains had been 
taken to make her appear criminal, 
diſpleas d Madame de Maintenon 
toa very high Degree. She told 
Monſicur 


"orce 
of fl 
©, I 
C Wal 

tha 
rtici 
-Nts 
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Monſieur de Meaux that the 4 
teſtation he had given, would ha 
a quite contrary Effect to what h 
been propos d, which was to u 
deceive thoſe Perſons who w 
prepoſleſs'd in Madame 'Guyn 
Favour, In-the mean while, th 
Lady was arreſted and committ 
to the Caſtle of Vincemes tt 
wards the End of the Year 169 
Madame de Maintenon's Diſli 
to Monſieur de Cambray grew ei 
ry Day greater. She look d upd 
his Refuſal to condemn Mad 
Guyon as an inexcuſable Obſtinaq 
Monſieur de Meaux, to confiv 
himſelf to Madame de Marntena 
Sentiments, reſolvy'd artfully to dia 
Monſieur de Cambray in to pn 
nounce this Condemnation. H 
ſent him Word, that he was wii yh; 
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g a Treatiſe for the authotiſing 
true Spirituality, and to put a. 
op to Illuſion, and pray'd his 
probation of it. Monſi- eur de 
anbray was overjoy'd at: ſo uſe: 
| a Deſign, and made an Of. 
r to join with him in the 
ork, 

While Monſieur Boſſuet was 
mpoſing this Treatiſe he wrote 
e following Letter to NAonſſeur 
Fenelon. 


WH Meanx the 15 of May 1696. 


* OD knows the Inclina 
T' tion and Reſpect with 
which I am united with you in 
the main. However, methinks 
I feel a; certain, I know not 
what, which keeps us a little 
in L aſunder, 
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« aſunder, and it is inſupportabl 
« to me. My Book will help ust 
cc entet into each other's T hough 
« When the Union of our Mind 
« ſhall' be as great as that of « 
* Hearts, I ſhall be at reſt. 


This Letter a Monſie 
de Cambray in the good Opinia 
he had of Monſieur de Meaux's l. 
tegrity, and nothing was ablet 
make him doubt of that Prelat 
Friendſhip, till he ſent him h 
Inſtruttion fur les Etats d Ori 
ſon. 

How gteat was Monſitur 1 
Cambrays Surprize, when throug 
out that Work he beheld Paſſy 
taken out of Madame Guß 
Books, and the horrible Meani 
Monſi eur de-Meaux hdd given 

ther 
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em. This Prelate averr'd, © That 
the Queſtion was not concern-. 
ing remote Conſequences, but 
of a Syſtem, whercof all the 
Parts were link'd together, the 
manifeſt Deſign 'of which was 
to cltabliſh a: btutiſi Indif- 
ference for Heaven and Hell, 
Vice and Virtue, a Forgerful- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and of all 
his Myſterics, and ſenſeleſs In- 
action, and an Iphone Quic- 
tude. - = 

It is Auel to give here a 
onciſe Idea of that Syſtem -of 
Madame Guyon, ſuch às we find 
I ere all her Writings: 
s far as I am able I ſhall make 


ani fhall only connect together. _ 2 


le of her own Expreſſions which * 
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, Charity is the Source and th 

1 End, the Rule and the Con 2 

L pletion of the whole Law, of a 

q Dutics, of all Virtues; and thi + 
two Means to arrive at this pe o 
fect Love are Prayer and tb N 
Selfedenial ſpoken of in the Gol b 
pel. th 

Prayer is neither a ſweet Senl ſic 

tion, nor the Charm of an in N. 
flam'd Imagination, nor an a 
ſtracted· ſpeculative Reaſoning; bi up 
it is a central Bent and Inclinatioff th, 
of the Soul towards its. Origin on 
ſuch as the moſt ſimple are capablM bu 

| of, what nothing ſhould interrupi ſio 

lik 5 e and what is compatible with. M the 

WL... h pe 1 the Duties of our mortal State, Op 


. 44, It is neceſſary at firſt to uſe 1 
2 n gorous Efforts, repeated = an gag 


frequent Ret Bay to 


OE; E 1 955 
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we may ſeparate our ſelves from . +4 

all the Objects of our Paſſions, 2 

avoid all the Occaſions by which r 

they are excited, recollect and ſnut 44 

our ſelves up within our ſpiritual 

Nature, and by that Means form 

by Degrees a Habit of living in Pry 

the divine Preſence after a more 

ſimple, uniform, and intimate bt 50 

Manner. * 
Whilſt the Mind is thus lifred 

up towards the ſovereign Truth, 

the Heart diſengages it ſelf not 4 

only from all its groſſer Affections, = 

but even from all its moſt refin d Paſ- 

ſions. And here we may diſcover 

the Source of two very different 

Operations of che divine Wiſdom, ,/ 0e 

ſe é God in the Beginning diſen- 7 Eten 

gages our Hearts from impure Plea. © 4 
lures by the Taſte he gives us of 2 
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„ heavenly Delectation. Animat- 
2 ed by the tender Sentiments of a 
newborn Love we exerciſe our 
| [ 1 ſelves with a noble and maſculine 
| - ; 4 Vigour in all the Labours of an ac- 
tive Virtue. The Soul raviſh'd 
Vith the divine Amiableneſs is no 
| ont of longer to be tonch'd with the ſe- 
ducing Charms of a profane Sen- 
ſuality. | 
W God then proceeds to another 
„Operation in us, in order to de- 
[il } Aroritcoy the miſtaken Love of our Ml ſe 
I ſelyes ; and this, not by Pleaſures, W up 
| Nhe but by Sufferings. After having alc 
| * —Ayeard us from earthly Objects, 
Ee he ſhuts us up within the ſolitary N. 
* Friſon of our own Being, to the End IF gin 
| 1 that we may experience the Dark- ¶ mu 
7 2 neſs, the Weakneſs, and the Emp- ¶ and 
14/Etincfs of it. He ſets before our I Sou 
| x | | Eyes 
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Eyes all the ſecret Abominations 
of our Self love, the Impurity of 
thoſe Virtues that flow from it, 
e and its Uſurpations upon the 
Rights of the Divinity, What a 
d WW Source of Torments muſt this be 
o to a Creature idolatrous of it ſelf 
e and of its own Virtue? The Soul 

n finds nothing in it ſelf that is wor- Bi 
thy of its Love, and being no + C--4x 
longer able to endure its own So- Fes 
ciety, flies away and forſakes 1 700 
ſelf to plunge and be ſwallowed >}; 

up in the Love of that "—_— Who — 85 
alone is lovely. 

Then it is that the importunate * : 
Noiſe of the Senſes and the Ima- © e 
gination becomes huſh d, the tu- Wi 
multuous Hurry of our Thoughts 2 7 
and Paſſions ceaſes, and the whole 3 ar. 4 
Soul, being ns into a pro- 10 

found 15 55 an 


hater Mie, 
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found Silence, adores Him in Spi. 
rit and in Truth whoſe een 
are beyond all Expreſſion, and 
above all Conception. But my 


** 


0 

Silence is ſuch, as excludes only 
uſeleſs Reflections, ſuperfluous Rea. I 
ſonings, and barren Speculations i 
which interrupt the Action of the) xi 
Heart. In loving God purely well fi 
believe every Thing he teaches, we p: 


obſerve every Thing he commands 
e hope for every Thing he pro- | fre 


miſes. For this predominant Cha. dy 
rity produces, animates, and pet:, thi 
fects in us all the Virtues human' ing 
and divine. je 
This is that Syſtem of Madam the 
Cuyon, which Monſieur de Cam 
bray never would condemn. I have Y 
only ſtript it of thoſe bold and Ex 
thei 


Are Figures, thoſe ſtrong, 
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and lively Expreſſions, thoſe Stroa $7 72 
of Tenderneſs and Paſſion, whicti {, * 2 
are common to her with diverſe 7 e 
canoniz d Contemplatives, and 
which are the true Beauties of the {+ 


Language of Love. When charm * 7 


a8 4 


ing Nature ſpeaks the is never an- 
xious about the methodical Diſpo- 
ſition of Words and Phraſes ; ſhe 
paints the great Paſſions by a beau- 
ds, tiful Diſorder, where all flows 
0- from the Heart without Stu- 
13. dy or Contrivance. So likewiſe 
er che noble and unconfin'd Soar- 
an- ings of divine Love are not ſub- 
! jetted to a theological Stritneſs i in 
"mY the uſe of Terms. 
n. It was in this Senſe only that 
are Monſieur de Cambray juſtifid the 
nd Exaggerations usd by the Saints, 
ny their mpoſſible Suppoſitions, and 
nd D 3 their 
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their pretended Extravugances, 
'T was purſuant to theſe Principles 
that he had always ſaid, that the 
Books of Madame Guyon might be 
cenſur'd in their natural and literal 
Senſe, that her Expreſſions were 
far from being exact, that they 
were very much ſtrain d, and by 


no Means according to the Preci- 


ſion of the Schools. But he was 
too well acquainted with the In- 
nocence of that Lady, the Up. 
rightneſs of her Heart, and the 
Purity of her Intentions, to impute 
to her the Deſign of eſtabliſhing a 
Syſtem which ſtrikes with Horror. 
He refus d therefore with an un- 
ſnaken Reſolution to give his Ap- 
probation to Monſzeur de Meaux's 
Book, and choſe rather to ſuffer the 

Exilc and Diſgrace, which from 
that 


as wo > Cw of of ant mio 
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that Moment he foreſaw would 
befal him, than to do an Action 
ſo unworthy of his Heart and of 
his Character. Monſieur de Chaa- 
lons, become now Archbiſhop of 
Paris, Monſieur de Chartres, and 
Monſieur Tronſon agreed in Opi- 
nion, that he ought_not to do it, 
and the firſt of theſe undertook to 
convince Madame de Maintenon 
of the Unteaſonableneſs of it. 
Monfieur de Maur was exceed. 


| ingly ſhock'd at this Refuſal. He 


fill'd every Place with his Cla- 
mours, loudly declaring it to be 
a Breach of all Union in-the E- 


piſcopacy, not to approve ' his 


Work. And this it was, that 0- 
blig'd Monſirur de Cambray to pub- 
liſh a Book to inform the. World 
of his Doctrine. 

D 4 He 
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He had made an Expoſition of 
the thirty four Articles of Y. 
which the Archbiſhop of Paris 
and Monſieur Tronſon had ſeen and 
approv'd. This ſery'd him asa Rule 
to go by in compoſing his new 
Work, the original Form of which 
was thus. He firſt gave the Sen- 
timents of the Saints in a general 
Propoſition, and then ſubjoin'd to 
each Article the Authorities of the 
Fathers, Saints and Doctors who 
favour d his Principles. This Work 
he put into the Hands of Mon- 
ſieur de Paris, who thought it too 
long and too much loaded with 
Quotations. Monſieur de Cambray 
ſhortned it, but he ſhortned it too 
much, by reducing it to a Heap 
of dry Propoſitions, ſtript of all 
the Teſtimonies of Tradition. This 
pickt 


ou D 5 0 — 7 * 


= GG 29D 


Monſ. de FENELON. 87 


pickt and naked Skeleton did not 
fail afterwards to ſtartle the cap- 
tious and ſuſpicious Doctors. 
The Work being brought into 
the Form, in which it has ſince 
appear d under the Title of, The 
Maxims of the Saints, Monſieur 
de Paris read it over with Mon- 
fieur Beaufort, one of his Theo- 
logians, and after having kept it 
three Weeks, gave it back to Mon- 
fieur de Cambray, ſhewing him the 
Places which he thought needed 
to be revis d. Monſieur de Cam- 
bray without any Difficulty made 
the Amendments in his Preſence, 
inſomuch that Monſieur de Paris 
was afraid leſt his Brother ſhould 
be too docil; and' tho' at firſt he 
had thought the Proje& bold, he 
approy'd the Execution, and ſaid, 
„ D 5 that 
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that the Work was correct and 
rwſeful. He defir'd that it might 
yet be communicated to ſome 0- 
ther able Theologian, and agreed 
with Monſieur de Cambray to ſhew 


it to Monſieur Pyrot, Doctor of 


Sorboune, a Perſon much devoted 
to Monſieur de Meaux, That 
Doctor read it over with Monſieur 
de Cambray, and after a ſtrict Ex- 
amination declar'd it to be all 
Gold. 

Monſieur de Paris fonify' his 
Deſire that the Book might not 
appear in publick till after that of 


Monjicur de Meanx'; and Mon. 
ſicur tie Cambray promis d it ſhould 


not. He gave his Manuſcript to 
the Printer, and when he ſet out 
to go to his Dioceſe, I his 
Friends not. to publiſh it, but 
with 
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with the Conſent of the Archbi- 
ſhop of Paris. 

Mon/ieur de Meaux, hearing FUR 
the Book was in the Preſs, threat- 
ned to put a Stop. to the printing 
of it. Upon this Monſieur de 
Cambray's Friends foreſeeing how 
much it would be to the Diſadvan- 
tage of his Reputation to have his 
Book ſuppreſs d, thought them. 
ſelves oblig d to haſten the Pub- 
lication, notwithſtanding his ex- 
preſs Letters to the contrary. The 
Duke of Chevreyſe went to the 
Archbiſhop of Paris to intreat 
his Conſent to have the Work 
come forth. That Prelate made 
anſwer, that he would not oppoſe 
what ſhould be thought adviſeable 
for the Security of Monſieur de Cam- 
brays Honour, but that it was not 

D 6 his 
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his Opinion to have his Book come 
abroad till that of Monſieur de 
Meaux had been firſt publiſh'd, 
The Duke of Chevreuſe did not 
judge proper to follow this Ad- 
vice, but had the Impreſſion fi. 
niſh'd, and the Copics diſpers'd in 
the Abſence and without the 0 
Knowledge of Monſieur de wr t 
mr |: G 

Care was quickly taken to give N 
a general Alarm; to frighten the E 
pious and well-meaning; and to v 

excite the Deriſion of the profane. 
The Biſhops who were moſt in 
Credit at Court declaimed againſt 
Monſieur de Fenelon; and thofe 
Courticrs who cnvied the high 
Favour which the Dukes of Beau- 
villiers and Chevrenſe enjoy d, 
| pleas d themſelves with the Hopes 
. 4 that 
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that theſe two Noblemen would 
be involvd in the Archbiſhop's 
Diſgrace. All things concurr'd to- 
t gether to ſwell the Storm; Learn. 
[- ing, Ignorance, Piety, Policy, In- 
i- ſinuation, Diſpute, Credulity, nay, 
Incredulity it ſelf, and all this, be- 
e MW cauſe a Biſhop had dard to main- 
tin, That ue ought to love 
God for his own Sake. Theſe 
e Noiſes having reach'd the King's 
ie Ears, Monſieur de Meaux went to 
to wait on his Majeſty, and ask d him 
Pardon for not having ſooner diſ- 
closd to him dhe Fanaticiſin of 1 
his Brother TRE hal 50: 

Hom oh 


* pe . - 
ph * 1 


li- 

1 * See the Anſwer to the Account of Be 
122 by g e e acts 

xs il 1 221 16:1 nge 
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_ Monſieur de Combray, at his Re: 
turn from his Dioceſe finding the 
univerſal. Outcry that was againſt Ml : 
him, thought it his Buſineſs to Ml 1 
make ſute of the Archbifhiop oft 
Paris, whoiwas under ſome Sort Ml 
of Obligation to fupport the Doc. 2 
trine of the Book in Queſtion iW © 
He propos d to him to enter N 
he 

bc 


upon a new Examination of it 
with Manuſieur Tronfor and Mon- 
fieur Prot, and this Deſign was 
approv'd/both by the King and by 
The Examination however was 
not made. Monſicur de Meaux drew 
the moſt horrible Conſequences 
from Monſieur de Cambray's Prin- 
ciples, loudly giving out, that the 
Sentiments he conceal d were worſe 
than thoſe expreſs d in his Book. 
hog 25 


Monf. de FexxLoN, 87 
. Such Diſcourſes in the Month 
of a Biſhop of eminent Capacity, 
and a vencrable Age, and who 
was NOW. lookid upon as a Fa- 
ther of the Church, did not fail 
to give the Alarm exery where, 
and to cauſe a mighty Inſurrection 


- 
n. of Doctors, Prieſts and Monks, 
ter ho were alrcady diſplcasd with 
t Mon/ieur de Cambray for the Part 
. he had taken in the Diſputes a 
vas bout Grace. The Scandal became 
by uuiverſal, Which put the ſcrupulous 
Piety of Manfrewr de Paris into 
vas uneaſy Apyrchenſionz. He began 
ew 0 think, that be had not ſuffi- 
ces cientty cxamin'd the Bock, and 
in- wrote the following Letter to 
the | 


Menſieur de Cambray. 


s ? F 
i C 


ach bg. 7 Friday 
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Friday the 290 of March 1697; 


. D 0 not adviſe you to del. 
«yer your ſelf up abſolutely 
& to Monſieur de Meaux, but on- 
«ly to make uſe of his Remarks, 
« T will act as far as I am able, 
© the Part of a Mediator, but you 
«© muſt aſſiſt me therein, and con- 
<; tribute more on your Part than 
« would be neceſſary at another . 
« time ; becauſe you have not at . g 
e preſent to do with Monſieur 4e . . 
« 'Meaux only, but with the pub- . f 
« lick, with an inconceivable 
« Orowd of Doctors, Prieſts and. v 
« Monks, with People of all Sorts 
« and all Conditions. I ſhall-ſuſ. 
c pend my own Judgment as long 
« as I am able, but I cannot pro- 
" miſe you to do it intirely, not 
| e becaulc 


lanuſ 
, rder, 
F this 
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« becauſe of the general Outcry, 
but becauſe I find Alterations or 
© Additions in your Book which 
I did not ſee in the Manuſcript 
you communicated to me, as 

particularly Involuntary Trou- 
leb; and likewiſe becauſe, up- 
gon the new Reflections I have 
* made ſince the publiſhing of 
your Work (which I certainly 
* deſird to peruſe once more,) I 
ind ſome Paſſages in it too harſh ; 
however nothing ſhall hinder me 
ub- . from ſeeking all Means to ju- 
ble N. city your Doctrine. God is my 
and . Witneſs how much I am grie- 


— 8 — 


ong This was the only Word added in the 
| lanuſcript, and without Monſieur de Cambray's 
pro- rder, as will be ſeen by his Will at the End 
not r this Book. * 335 | 
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« ved to ſec it ſuſpected, and hoy 
« deſirous I am of being able t; 
« deſtroy that Impreſſion. 


Tis apparent that the Arch 
ſhop of Paris never doubted d 
the Uprightneſs of Monſieur 4 
Cambrays Intentions, but only d 
the Accuracy of his Expre ſſions. 

The Biſhop of Chartres on ti 
other Hand ſent Monſieur de I 
melon word, that he would be 
tisfied with Explications, but | 
did not long continue in th 
Mind. Monſeeur de Meaux cy 1 
gloud that Explications were ni. c 
ſufficient, that no leſs than a fa 
mal Retraction of Errors was , 4 
ceſſary. He drew away Monjienpole 
de Chartres, by Degrees, into thcict 
ſame Opinion, who at length at 


vi 


Mon. de FENELON, 91 


isd the Archbiſhop of Cambray 
o abandon his Book, and to think 
zo more of explaining it. He 
yrote to him in the following 
Lerms. 


F you ſhould juſtify your Book 

by Explications it will be 
thought good and uſeful, and 
the Doctrine contain d in it to be 
* ſound ; it will be reprinted, and 
* thoſe who condemn it will be 
* judg'd either to want Under- 
* ſtanding or to have ſome ill De- 


rj 


e NC e 


2 fo | 7 | 
8 1 Monkew 4 3 being un- 
nſenble to confeſs againſt his Con- 
o thiÞcicnce, that he had ever held thoſe 


rc e eee Aen. 


ys imputed 


ſign; 5 
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imputed to him, refus'd, with a 
unalterable Reſolution, to ſay ; 
ſingle Word which might han 
the leaſt Appearance even of 2 
indirect Retraction. He all alon 
offer d to make Additions to hi 
Book for explaining of every thing 
in it which gave Offence, and bj 
new Correctives to take away: 
Ambiguity. But Monſieur de Mea 
continued always to infiſt on a fir 
mal Recantation. 

Monſieur de Cambray ſeeing "| oh 
Means of coming to an Accon: 
modation fail, addreſs d himſelf ij 
the King, repreſenting to him the 
cruel Situation he was in, the E 
pedients he had propos d in orde! 
to Peace, the Refuſal that wa 
made him to examine his Book 
and in fine, that he had no Wy 
+. 


ſu 
d { 
ina 
itt 
reſſ 


) Ce 


ept 
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ft to put an End to the Scan- 
al, which theſe Diſputes occafi- 
nud, but to apply to the Pope; 
nd he begg'd leave of his Ma- 
ty to go in Perſon to Nome. 
he King gave Orders to tell 
im, that he might tranſmit his 
auſe to Rome, but without going 
ither himſelf. | 

The ſteady Reſolution with 
hich Monſieur de Cambray re- 
sd to give up his Book, till the 
oyereign Pontiff ſhould pronounce 
entence upon it, was repreſented 
ſuch Colours to his Majeſty, as 


inacy of a Man incapable of ſub- 
itting. And it was by theſe Im- 
teſſions that the King was induc'd 
d confine him to his Dioceſe, to 
eptive his Relations of their Em- 

ployments, 


o ſeem criminal, and as the Ob- 


—' ͤ lꝛ¾2.;.:.: ——— — 
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ployments, and to baniſh u. 
Friends from Court. No Boy 
took any Intereſt in him with 
having ſome Share in his Difgrai/ 
The Superiority of his 'Undefþc 
ftanding and the Purity of h 
Life were no longer conſidert 
His intimate Friend was to pi ar 
for a whimſical enthuftaftick M. 
man, and himfelf for the Pai 
arch of a ſenſeleſs and profan 
Set. How profound an Hum d / 
| Hation was this! But it is onlyh 
the overthrowing of the who 
Man, that we can arrive at thou. 
divine Virtnes, of which Jeſus q 
vered with Ignominy and Sha te 
is the Example and the Model. 
The Duke of Butgndy dff® | 
preſsd a moſt lively Concern ft 
the Diſgrace of Monfieur i 
Cambri 
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ambray. The Abbe de Beau- 
ont, and the Abbe de Langeron, 
ere ſoon diſmiſs d, as likewiſe 
eſieurs Dupuy and De I Echelle 
dentlemen of the Sleeve. The 
uke of Beauvilliers would have 
ad the ſame Treatment, if the 
ardinal do Noailles had had as 
tle Moderation as Monſieur de 
leaux. . 
The King having ſent Word 
D Monſieur de Cambray to retire 
to his Dioceſe, and not tocome 
Wck without Order, he left the 
Wourt the next Day. 
Before he went to Cambray he 
Wrote the following Letter to the 
uke of Beau villiers, teſtifying a 
i Diftidence of himſelf, and 
Womiſing an entire Submiſſion to 
e judgment of the Church. 
4 At 
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At Paris this 31 of an 1695 


E in no Pain, my Lov 

* or Concern for me. Th 
« Affair of my Book is going t 
c Rome. If J have been miſtake 
te the Authority of the holy 80 
ce will ſet me right, and this is why 
« I ſeek with a docil and ſubmi 
« ſiye Mind. If I have not d 
&« plain'd my {elf well, my Exprd 
te ſions will be corrected and 
form'd. If the Matter. appen 
< to merit a more ample Expli 
* cation, I ſhall joyfully ende: 
« your it by ſome Additions. 
e my Book expreſſes no Dodtin 
ec but what is pure, I ſhall have it 
« Conſolation of knowing wh 
t we ought to believe and wi 
« to reject. Even in this Caſc 


« (fy 


— 
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« ſhall not omit to make any Ad- 
« ditions, which without Preju- 
« dice to the Truth, may ſerve 
« to inlighten and edify the moſt 
« timorous and ſcrupulous Readers. 
« But in fine, my Lord, if the 
Pope condemns my Book, I ſhalt 
« be the firſt, by God's Grace, to 
« ſubmit, and ſhall publiſh an Or- 
« dinance to forbid the reading of 
© it in the Dioceſe of Cambray. 
With theſe Diſpoſitions, which 
“God gives me, my Mind is at 
« Peace, and I have nothing more 
% to do, but to wait the Judg- 
(ment of my Superior, in whom 
I acknowledge the Authority of 
fſeſus Chriſt. We muſt not ap- 
« pear in the Defence of diſinte- 
«© reſted Love, but with a fincere 
Diſintereſtedneſs. The Matter 
E in 


o8 The LIFE of 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
40 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
te 


cc 


in queſtion here is not a Point 
of Honour, nor the Opinion of 
the World, nor the profound 
Humiliation which Nature may 


fear from bad Succeſs. - I ſeem 


to my, ſelf to act with Upright- 
neſs. I am as much afraid of 
being preſumptuous, headſtrong, 
and indocil in the Defence of 
Truth, as of being weak, poli- 
tick and timorous, If the Pope 
condemns me, I ſhall be unde- 
ceiv'd, and ſo the yanquiſh'd will 
have all the Profit of the Vic- 
tory. If, on the contrary, the 
Pope does not condemn my 
Doctrine, I will endeavour by 
my Silence and by my Reſpect, 
to pacify thoſe among my Bre- 
thren, whole Zeal has been 


quickned againſt me, in charging 
cc me 


nt 


* 
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« me with a Doctrine which I do 
not leſs abominate than they, 
and which I have always deteſ- 
ted. Perhaps they will do me 
e Juſtice when they ſee my Sin- 
« cerity and fair Conduct. 
There are but two things I 
« inſiſt upon, which make up my 
« whole Doctrine. The firſt is, 
« that Charity is a Love of God 
4 for himſelf, independent of the 
Motive of that Happineſs which 


« is to be found in the Enjoy- 


* ment of him. The ſecond is, 
« that, in the ſpiritual Life of the 
« moſt perfe& Souls, it is Charity 
“ which goes before and leads all 
© the other Virtues, animates them, 
« and directs their ſeveral Acts. In- 
« ſomuch that in thoſe Souls the 
« Exerciſe of Hope and of all the 
E 2 te other 
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« Other Virtues is ordinarily with 
< all the Diſintereſtedneſs of Cha- 
« rity it ſelf. I fay ordinarily, be- 
c cauſe this State is not without 
« Exception, being only habitual, 
« and not inyariable. God knows 
et that my Intention has never been 
« to teach any thing beyond theſe 
« Bounds. And I don't believe 
there is any Danger, that the 
« holy See will condemn a Doc 
ce trine ſo well authoriz d, by the 
« Fathers, the Schools of Divini- 
« ty, and fo many great Saints, 
ce which the Roman Church has 
* canoniz d. As for the, Expreſ- 
« ſions of my Book, if, for want 
« of being correct, they are capable 
e of doing Injury to the Truth, 


c J abandon them to the Judg- 


« ment of my Superior; and [ 
4 ſhould 
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« ſhould be very ſorry to diſturb 
« the Peace of the Church, if my 
« perſonal Intereſt, and the Repu- 
« tation of my Book were the on- 
« Iy Matters in Queſtion, 
« Theſc, my Lord, are my real 
« Thoughts and Diſpoſitions. I 
« am now ſetting out for Cambray, 
e having made a Sacrifice to God < 
from the Bottom of my Heart, — 4 
« of every thing I am capable of 208 
* ſacrificing to him with reſpect 
© to this Affair. Allow me to ex- 
« hort you to enter into the ſame 
« Spirit. I have not been detct- 
* mind by any human Regards 
* or temporal Intercſts in main- 
* taining a Doctrine which I be- 
* liey'd to be true. I neglect not 
eto acquaint the Pope with all 


* the Arguments that may ſupport 


E 3 * In; 
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« it. This is ſufficient on my 
Part; it belongs to God to do 
<« the reſt, if it be his Cauſe which 
* I have defended. Let us not re- 
e gard the Intentions of Men nor 


« their Manner of proceeding. 
« *Tis God alone we muſt look 


to in all this Affair. Let us be 
s the Children of Peace, and 
« Peace ſhall reſt upon us. Bit. 
* ter indeed will it be, but it will 
te thereby be only the more pure. 
Let us not ſpoil our upright In- 
« tentions by any Obſtinacy, by 
« any Heat or Paſlion, by any 
e human Induſtry, by any natu- 
« ral Eagerneſs to juſtify our ſelves, 
« Let us ſimply give an Account 
« of our Faith. Let us ſuffer our 
« ſelves to be corrected, if we have 
* necd of it, and even patiently 
« bear 


ce 
cc 
t 
40 
« 
cc 
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40 
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« bear Correction, tho' we fhould 
« not -deſerve it. As for you, my 


Lord, Silence, Submiſſion, and 
Prayer ſhould be your only 
Portion. Pray for me in ſo 


« preſſing an Exigence. Pray for 


40 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c 


cc 


(c 


«c 


cc 


the Church which labours under 
theſe Scandals. Pray for thoſe 
who act againſt me, that the 
Spirit of Grace may be in them 
to undeceive me if I am mi— 
ſtaken, or to do me Juſtice it I 
am not. In fine, pray for the 
Intereſt of Prayer it ſelf, which 
is in Danger, and which ſtands 
in need of being juſtified, Perfec- 
tion is become ſuſpected of be- 
ing criminal, and there needed 
not ſo much to keep Men from 
it, who are naturally ſo mean 


* ſpirited and full of themſelves. 


E 4 « 'The 
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% The Doctrine of difintereſted 
Love is look d upon as a Source 


«c 


of Illuſion and of horrid Impie. 
ty, and Ohriſtians have been 


trained up, under the Pretext of 
Caution and Safety, not to ſeek 
God but from a ſelfiſh View. Per. 
feat Contrition is forbidden to 
Souls the moſt advanc d in Picty, 
and they are no longer to ſerve 
God from that pure Motive, 
which has hitherto been wiſh'd 
might be the firſt Inducement, 
even to Sinners to begin their 
Converſion, I mean, The Good. 
neſs of God infinitely amiable. 

« I know that pure Love, and 
abſolute Reſignation are Expreſ- 


ſions very much abus d, and that 


Hypocrites under the cover of 
theſe fine Words overthrow the 
«< Goſpel. 


— 


„ 1 85 
15 a 
* — 7 , bes 
122 Tin. 105 #75; 


„ 
e 


« Goſpel. But pure Love is not 
therefore leſs the Perfection of 
« Chriſtianity ; and to aboliſh: 
thin gs perfect in themſelves, in 
* order to prevent the Abuſe of 
e them, is the worſt of all Reme- 
© dies. The all-wife God knows 
better how to provide againft 
« thoſe Abuſes, than Men. Let 
us humble our ſelyes, let us hold 
e our Peace; inſtead of diſputing 
about Prayer, let us apply our 
« (elves to pray. It is by praying 
“that we beſt defend that holy 
« Exercife, It is in Silence that 
“out Strength fhall be. 


This Letter was immediately 
made publick, and every Body ad- 
mird the pacifick Diſpoſitions of 
Monſieur ae Cantbray. There was 

Es nothing 


1599 oY k Se, Gahan, 


6 | The LIFE of 


nothing more to do after ſuch a 
Declaration but quietly to wait the 
Deciſion of Rome. What Danger 
could there be from a Man who 
feard to deceive himſelf, and who 
deſitd to be ſet right? 

In the mean time, the Arch. 
biſhop of Paris and the Biſhop 
of Chartres in Conjunction tranſ- 
mitted to Rome a Declaration 2. 
gainſt the Book of Maxims, which 
the Biſhop of Meaux accompany'd 
with a Summary of Doctrine, of 
an odious Nature, which he aſcrib- 
ed to the Archbiſhop of Cambray as 
the neceſſary Conſequence of his 
Principles. 

Monſieur de Fenelon. did not at 
firſt print his Defences, but ſent 
them to Rowe in Manuſcript, But 
* having fignify'd to him 

that 
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that it was impoſſible to provide 
all the Members of the holy Of. 
fice with ſuch long Memoirs, and 
that the Accuſations againſt him 
being made publick in France, 
it was neceſſary his Defences 
ſnould be ſo too; he reſolv d, 
thereupon, to ſend them to the 
Preſs as Neceſſity ſhould oblige 
him to draw them up. 

Meſſieurs de Paris and de Char- 
tres carried on the Diſpute with 
more. Moderation than Monſicur 
de Meaux ; nor did they engage 
entirely in maintaining the ſame - 


Doctrine with him. 


That Prelate began by advanc- 
ing a Paradox which aſtoniſh'd 
all the Schools. He maintain d, 
that mental Prayer ſuppoſes necel- 
iy 4 ion” s of diſtin} Acts, 

E 6 and 
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and diſttr/rve Meditations; and that 
Paſſrve Prayer, of which the My. 
fiicks ſpeak, is an extraordinary and 
miraculous State, which excludes 
all real Co-operation of Man's Free. 
will; which, to ſpeak intelligibly, 
is as much as to ſay, that it is a 
thing extraordinaty, a thing forc'd 
and contrary to Nature, to remain 
in the Preſence of the Object we 
love, and to expreſs our Love by 
ſilent Aſpirations and amotous 
Regards, or any otherwiſe than 
by long Difcourſes and ftndied 
' Harangues. Monſieur de Paris 
declar d againſt this Opinion, equal 
ly abſurd in the order of ame 
and of Grace. F 


11 


1 88 i... Mi. ths. 
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. * late an 27 0 1697 
g More- 


nit 


fo 
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Moreover, Monfieur Boſſuet , 
from the Beginning of the Dif. 
pute, deny'd the Poſſibility, not 
only of an habitual State, wherein 
the Soul loves God for himſelf, but 
likewiſe of any ſingle Act of pure 
Love; pretending, that Charity 
has no Motive but Hope ; that is 
to ſay, that it is impoſſible to love 
an Object for its Perfect ions, but 
only for the Benefits we expeft 
from it. Monſieur de Chartres at 
the Head of all the Theologians of 
the School, and particularly of the 
Doctors of Louvain, abandon d this 
Notion as contrary to all natural 
and religious Sentiments. 

That Part of the Diſpute, in 
which the three Biſhops were una- 
nimous in oppoſing Monſieur de 
Cambray, turn'd chiefly upon what 
follows. He 
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He had always ſaid that Souls 
arrived to an evangelical Perfec. 
tion, perfect the Acts of Hope by 
thoſe of Charity, and deſire not 
eternal Happineſs meerly as a State 
of Pleaſure and Joy, and as it de. 
livers them from the Sufferings of 
this Life, but as a State which ex. 
alts, purifies and conſummates their 
Love. He had made uſe, like the 
Myſticks, of the Word Se int. 
reſt, to ſignify, not Salvation it 
ſelf, but the imperfect Motive from 
which we deſire it. But not with. 
ſtanding all his Correctives, Expli. 
cations, and repeated Proteſtations, 
Monſieur de Meaux ſtill infiſted 
that that Word was to be un- 
derſtood in the firſt Senſe, and 
from thence concluded that Mon. 


ſeeur de Cambray under the Terms, 
Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice of Self-intereſt taught an 
Indifference for Salvation. 

Monſieur de Chartres in his Or- 
dinance approv d this ſiniſter and o- 
dious Interpretation, and tho Mon- 
/ieur de Paris did not arraign, in his 
paſtoral Letter, the Intentions of 
Monſieur de Cambray, yet he eve- 
ry where inſinuated that the Terms 
of his Book might give Counte- 
nance to that Error. 

Monſieur de Paris and Ye Char- 
tres diſcontinued very ſoon to write. 
Monſieur de Meaux carried on 
the Diſpute alone, and overflow'd 
France with Letters and Re- 
plies. 

In the Qoujle of this Diſpute 
Monſieur Boſſuet confeſſes, that the 
Book of Maxims is only an A- 
bridgment of thoſe Manuſcripts 
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which Aſonſeur de Cambray had 
given him during the Conference: 
at V/. Before the Book wx 
printed, he wrote as we have 
ſeen, to Monſicur de Fenelon, thut 
he felt only' a certain, He kney 
not what, 'which kept them a little 
aſunder.' 'The Book is no ſooner 
publiſh'd but this He knew not 
what becomes an impious and 
profane Quietiſin. 

I ſhaſl'not here diſplay all the 
Epithets with which Mon/feur d. 
Meaux characterizes, not only the 
Doctrine, but the Perſon of Mor: 
ſieur de Cambray, who never of 
fers any thing in Anſwer to his 
harſh Language but Reaſon and 
Argument, preſerving always the 
Meekneſs of a Chriſtian and the 
Gravity of a Biſhop. See here 1 
Sample of his Style, « ] 
3 | 


* 


Mon. de FEXEL ON. 113 


«F Pray God, from the very Bot- 
« tom of my Heart, that he 
« may no otherways give his Per- 


vas 
we © fe? Love a compleat Victory o- 
ha ver you, but by making you feel 
eu it with all its Charms. May you 
tle be inflam'd and confum'd by 


that celeſtial Fire, which you 
© ſeek to extinguiſh; may it in- 
d“ ſpire you with the Zeal of kind- 
ling it every where, and may it 
© raiſe you to the Height of that 
Perfection, from which you are 
* endeayouring to eſtrange o- 
Athers. 


'Tis with this Moderation and 
Meekneſs of Temper, that Mon- 
leur de Cambray ſhews what has 
been the conſtant and univerſal 


en Tradition of the Church. But 


« } while 


- 


ſwered this Piece with ſo mud 
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while he aſſerts and maintains th 
Doctrine of the  Contemplatiye, 
he continually ſubmits his Book 
and always makes a Diſtinction be 
twixt the Doctrine it ſelf, ant 
the Terms which he had made uk 
of to expreſs it. 

Monſieur de Meaux finding no 
Succeſs in his Diſputes upon Da 
trine, had Recourſe to Facts, and 
publiſh'd an Account of Quietiſn 
wherein he endeayours to mak 
Monſieur de Cambaay paſs for th 
blind Admirer of a fanatical Wo 
man. Monſieur de Cambray at 


Strength, and at the ſame tint 
with ſuch. extraordinary Moder: 
tion, that the whole Publick turni 
againſt Monſieur de Meaux, ant 
were full of Indignation at ti 

| wil 


— 
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ily Arts by which he had endea- 
our d to make the Truth diſap- 
beat, that he might ſubſtitute ridi- 
alous Phantoms in the Place of 
. | 
In the mean time the Book of 
Maxims was under Examination 
at Rome. The Miniſters of that 
ourt us'd their utmoſt Endea- 
'ours to quiet the Storm, and to 
avoid giving a deciſive Judgment 
againſt a Prelate of ſo venerable a 
Character. | 
The Book was put into the 
Hands of the Conſultors of the 
holy Office, who were ten in 
Number. They held their AC 
emblies for near eight Months, 
wrought at it with extraordinary 
Application, and were at laſt di- 
ided in their Sentiments. Five 
were 
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were of Opinion to cenſure t 


tions, which the others rejected 
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Book, and the other five man 
tain d its Doctrine to be ſount 
The Archbiſhop of Chierti, one 
the Conſultors, loudly declart 
« that they ought cither to bun 
* the Books of St. Francis of Sale 
% or allow that of Monſieur 4 
Cambray.” Thoſe of the oth 
Side were divided among them 
ſelves, ſome admitting Propoſ ou 


The Affair at laſt was brought be rig! 
ſore the holy Office. ty 
The Pope order d three Congre 
gations to be held every Week 
and the Cardinals were ten Months 
examining and diſcuſſingthe whole 
Some Days before the final Deore 
ciſion, the Pope propoſed to them 
Cardinals, to conſider among them hre 
ſelyez gg 
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yes, whether it would not be 
{viſeable to terminate the Diſpute: 
an apoſtolical Decree, whereby 
Imitation of the Councils, certain 
anons concerning internal and 
piritual Religion might be eſta- 
liſh'd, without condemning ex- 
teſſy Monſieur de Cambray's Book. 
But the Cardinal Caſa Nate loud- 


dem rejected this Propoſal as giving 
po ountenance to the Book of Max- 
Qed Ws , which, ſaid his Eminence, 


night create a Miſunderſtanding 

between Rome and France. 

In Concluſion, after an Exami- , 
ation, which laſted eighteen 05 
lonths, the Judgment ſo long 

xweted came forth. Pope In- 

cent XII. publiſh'd a Brief con- 

lemning the Book and twenty 


hree Pro ofitions popes out of 
X ele * 82 Gn) ON. 
3 10 pM by —- Ph 


2 ih 
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it. Monſieur de Cambray ſubmit. 
ted without any Heſitation and ſen: 
out the following Ordinance, which 
will be an eternal Monument d 
his Reſpect for the Church, and 
of his Love of Peace. 


E owe our ſelves withouſß g 

4 Reſerve to you, mig. 

te deareſt Brethren ; ſince we ati « 
4 no longer our own, but app .. 
* tain to the Flock which is con: 
« mitted to us. Tis in this Spiti 
that we find our ſelves oblig di 
< open to you here our Heart, an 
ce to continue to impart to you 
« what concerns us, in relatio! 
e to the Book of Maxims. Ou 
e holy Father the Pope, by 
Brief dated the 1 2h of March, 


has condemn'd that Book wit 
| 3 « thi 


cc 


c 


A 
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the twenty three Propoſitions ex- 


traced out of it. We adhere 
to this Brief, my deareſt Bre- 
thren, as well with regard to 
the Text of the Book, as tothe 
twenty three Propoſitions, and 
this we do abſolutely, without 
Reſervation, or Shadow of Re- 
ſtriction. 75 
We ſhall find Comfort, my 
deareſt Brethren, under that 
which humbles us, provided the 
Miniſtry of the Word which we 
have receivd of the Lord for 
your Sanctification be not weak- 
ned thereby; and if, notwith- 
ſtanding the Humiliation of the 
Shepherd, the Flock may grow 
in Grace before God. 
is with all our Heart then that 
we exhort you to a ſincere Sub- 
« miſſion, 
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« miſſion, and an unreſervd Do 
ct cility, leſt there ſhould inſenſ. 
« bly be a declining from that pur 
« Obedience of which we are e 
r ſolyd, by the Grace of Go 
© to give you an Example to th: 
< laſt Breath of our Life. 

e God forbid that we ſhoul 
e ever be ſpoken of, but to cl 
* to mind, that a Shepherd hs 
& thought it his Duty to be mor: 
« docil than the leaſt Sheep 
« his Flock, and that he has ( 
* no Bounds to his Obedience 
„ Given at Cambray this 90 
* April, 1699. 


While he waited the King's Ot 
ders for publiſhing this Ordinancyſ. 
he wrote the following Letter t 
the Biſhop of Arras. | 
4 Sufft 
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Do © Q Ufferme, myLord, totell you 


e bluntly, that in keeping Si- 
W © lence you have been too reſery'd. 

« Who is it that ſhall ſpeak to me, 
30 bk if you don't, who are the An- 
dient of our Province? There is 
« nothing, my Lord, but you may 
* ſay to me without Ceremony 
or Caution. Tho' I have a ſen- 
« ſible feeling of what has been 
« doing, I muſt neyertheleſs tell 
« you, that I find my ſelf more in 
0 Peace than J was a Fortnight a- 
go. My whole Conduct is de- 
termin d. My Superior, by the 
„Deciſion he has made, has diſ- 
« charg'd my Conſcience. I have 


« bear my Croſs in Silence. Shall 
] venture to tell you, that to an 
F « upright _ 


nothing more to do, but to ſub- 4 
mit, to hold my Peace, and to . ++, 
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e upright Man, who will have 
< his Eye to God alone, and 
« has no Attach to the World, 
< this is a State which carries Con- 
< ſolation with it? My Ordi- 
«nance js, God be prais'd, be- 
te come my only Affair, and it 
* is already prepar'd. I have en. 
% deavour'd to make Choice of 
<« the moſt conciſe, plain, and ab- 
< ſolute Terms. It would by this 
« time have been publiſhed ; 


% but that I am waiting the 


% King's Order, which I have 
e requeſted of Monſieur de Bar. 
e beZieux, that I might not tran: 
<« greſs the Cuſtoms of the King- 
% dom with regard to the Rc 
c ception of Bulls and other ju- 
„ ridical Acts of Nome. This 
my Lord, is the only thing 

Which 
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« which retards the Publication 
« of my Ordinance. To humble 
« one's ſelf is doubtleſs painful to 
Nature, but the leaſt Reſiſtance 
to the Holy See would be a 
hundred times more ſo to my 
« Heart ; and I cannot compre- 
hend what room there is to he- 
« ſitate upon ſuch an Occaſion. 
« One ſuffers, but one does not 
« deliberate a Moment. 


How ſincere and how ready 
ſoever Monſieur de Cambray's Sub- 
miſſion was, yet certain Perſons 
lookt upon it as a Stroak of Po- 
licy z and the Proteſtants inter- 
preted the Pope's Brief, as a Con- 
demnation of the ancient Doctrine 
of the Saints. I cannot better 
clear up theſe two points, than 

F 2 by 
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by relating what I have had from 


Monſieur de Cambray's own Mouth, 
I ſhall not reaſon, I ſhall on- 
ly repeat what he has oftcn told 
me. 

My Submiſſion, ſaid he, was 
not a Stroak of Policy, nor a Si- 
lence in reſpect to Men, but an 
interior Act of Obedience paid to 
God alone. According to Catho. 
lick Principles I lookt upon the 


Judgment of my Superiors as an E-. 


cho of the ſupreme Will. I did not 
| ſtop to conſider the Paſſion, the 
Prejudice, the Diſputes which pre- 
ceded my Condemnation. I heard 
God ſpeaking, as unto Fob, out 
of the midſt of that Whirlwind, 
and ſay to me, N ho is this that 
darkneth Counſel by Words without 


Knowledge 4 And I anſwer'd him 
from 
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from the Bottom of my Heart, 
Since I have ſpoken unadviſedly, 
what can I anſwer ? I will lay 
ny Hand upon my Month. Since 
that time, I have ſonght no Shel- 
ter in the vain Subterfuges of the 
Queſtions of Fact and of Right *. 
I ſubmitted to my Condemna- 
tion in its full Extent. Tis true, 
that the Propoſitions, and Expreſ. 
ſions I had made uſe of, with o- 
thers much ſtronger, and leſs qua- 
lify'd with Correctives, are to be 
met with in the canoniz'd Wri- 
ters, but they were not proper 


The Queſtion of Right is, Whether the Pro- 
politions condemn'd are - juſtly condemn'd or 
not? The Oweſtion of Fat is, Whether thoſe 
Propoſitions are really contain'd, or not, in the 
Book where they are pretended to be found ? 


F 3 for 
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for a dogmatical Work. Diffe. 
rent- Perfons ſhould ſpeak, and 
different Subjects be treated of in 
a different Style. There is a 
Style of the Heart, and another 
of the Underſtanding ; a Language 
proper to expreſs the Motions of 
the former, and another to er- 
plain the Reaſonings of the lat 
ter. That which is a Beauty in 
the one is oftentimes an Imper- 
fection in the other. The Churd 
with a wonderful Wiſdom allows 
the one to her ſimple and artleßb n 
Children, but ſhe ſtrictly require WM tt 
the other from her Doctors. She d 
may therefore, according to diffc. / 
rent Circumſtances, without con. fo 
demning the Doctrine of the Saints M in 
reject their incorrect Expreſlions, 


when they come to be abusd 
Thi 
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This was Monſieur de Cambrays 
conſtant Diſcourſe to me in rela- 
tion to his Book. How great an 
Example of Docility ! 

After Sentence was given a- 
gainſt the Book of Maxims, Mon- 
fieur de Cambrays Adverſaries 
made preſſing Application to the 
Pope, by the French Court, to- 
condemn. likewiſe his apologetical 
Writings. But the ſovereign Pon- 
tif, with a- Reſolution not. to be 
ſhaken, refus d to do it, and would 
neyer pronounce any thing againſt 
res thoſe Writings, tho' they were 
She difpers'd in Rome, and tho' Mon- 
fc il /ieur de Cambray had therein un- 
on. folded the Doctrine of pure Love 
nt i in a much more ample manner 
ons, il than in his Book of Maxims; an 
5d. invincible Proof that the Church 
1 F 4 has 
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has not varied in her Doctrine 
by prohibiting the incorrect and 
hyperbolical Expreſſions of the 
Saints. 

Monſieur de Cambray ſent very 
ſoon his Submiſſion to the. Pope, 
who wrote him a Letter full of 
Praiſes of his Doctrine and of his 
Piety, and gave Orders to Car. 
dinal Spada to diſpatch it. But 
the Cardinals of Monſieur de 
Meauxs Party repreſenting to his 
Holineſs, that France might take 
Umbrage at a Letter, which weak- 
ned too much the Condemnation 
of the Book, prevail'd with him 

to blot out ſeveral Parts of it. 
His Holineſs not long after 
made three of the five Examiners, 
who had | voted againſt cenſuring 
the Book of Maxims, Cardinals, 
Rodo- 


OO „2. eee fm —_ 
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NRodoloiric, Archbiſhop of Chietti, 
Cabrielli and Sperelli. 

The Condemnation of Monſieur 
de Cambrays Book was worded 
in ſuch a Manner as naturally to 
give Offence to the Biſhops of 
France. Innocent XIIL did not 
fay that the Biſhops had volunta- 
rily brought that Affair before his 
Tribunal en premiere inſtance * ; 
The Cenſure was only in Form 
of a Brief. The Terms uſually 
employ'd in ſuch like Judgments 
to make them authentick, were 
omitted. The ſhocking ExpreC- 


j. e. As a Court where the Cauſe ſhould 
firſt be try'd, but from which there lies an 
Appeal, 


Fs 
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fion of aur own Motzon d way 
there. Monſieur de Cambrays Ad- 
verſarics beheld all this with Ver. 
ation, but they had too great an 
Intereſt in getting the Bull ac. 
cepted not to paſs over theſe For- 
malities, which at another Time 
would have been look d upon as 
Incroachments upon the Liber. 
ties of the Ga/lican Church. 

The King ſent Orders to all 
his Archbiſhops to aſſemble as 
ſoon as poſſible their Suffragans 
in Order to receive the ' Pope's 
Bull. Monſicur de Cambray wa 
well or ill treated in thoſe Synods 


> Motu proprio. Which ſignifies in the Senſe 
of the Court of Rome that the Pope decides by 
Virtue of his ſovereign Authority, and as 1 
infallible Judge of Controverſy. 


according 
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according as'there was found there 
a greater or a leſs Number of Bi- 
ſhops devoted to the Court. Some 
affected to exaggerate his Errors, 
but the greater Part went no farther 
than to::extol his Submiſſion. He 
was no where worſe treated than 
in his own Palace, by his Suffra- 
gans. Notwithſtanding that he 
had teſtifid by his Ordinance in 
expreſs Terms, that he adher'd ab- 
ſolutely to the Pope's Judgment, 
and that he would to the laſt 
Breath of his Life give Example 
of a perfect Docility ; yet the 
Biſhop of St. Omer told him, that 
his Words did not expreſs an in- 
ward Conſent and Acquieſcence, 
but ſtill left him a Back Door to 
withdraw from his Submiſſion. 


— 4 54 
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The Archbiſhop took no Of. 
fence at ſo odious an Accuſation: 
But without being diſcompos d and 
with a Meckneſs and Firmneſs be. 
coming the epiſcopal Character, de- 
liverd himſelf thus to his Suffra- 
gans. 


c You are aſſembled here, not 
ce to examine my Ordinance, but 
* to do all of you jointly, what 
] have been doing in particu- 
« lar. I ſhall declare to you with 
« an entire Openneſs, as to my 
« Brethren, and not as to my 
<« Judges, that with the whole Ex. 
tent of my Heart, I have re. 
« nounc'd all Thought of explain. 
« ing my Book. I prefer the Au- 
* thority of the holy See to my 


« feeble Lights. I am incapable 
i cc « of 


Mon. de FENELON. 133 


« of retrating my Aſſent to its 
« Determination under Pretext of 
« double Conſtruction , there- 
« by indirectly to evade my Con- 
« demnation. It is true, I can- 
« not confeſs againſt my Con- 
e ſcience that I have ever beliey- 
« ed any of thoſe Errors which I 
have been charg'd with; I only 
« thoughty that my Book with 
the CorreQives wherewith I be- 
« lievd I had qualify'd it, could 
neither expreſs nor countenance 
« any thing erroneous. But I re- 
nounce my own Judgment to 
« conform my ſelf to that of our 
holy Father the Pope. I have 
« endeayour'd by Words fully ſub- 
« miſſive and humble to accept 
the Humiliation which is come 


« upon me from the Sovereign 
Pontiff. 
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% Pontiff. If his Holineſs thinks 
« my Sabmiſſion defctive, I am 
«. ready to ſupply the Defect, and 
« to make it in ſuch manner az 
the yy See ſhall "ny = 
* per. ) 


The tm being a 
debated in the ſame A ſſembly, 
whether a Requeſt ſhoyld be made 
to the King to ſuppreſs his apo 
logetical Writings, the Biſhop of 
St. Omer advanc d, that the Con 
demnation of a Book did in it 
ſelf determine the Suppreflion of 
every thing written in Defence 6 
that Book. To this Monfieur di 
Cambray anſwered, that he kney 
no Rule in the Church which * 
ſuppoſes the cenſuring of a Book IQ _ .: 
nine 1295! 01 eee 


r 
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25 erroneous reſpectiuely, to be 
a Wl likewiſe a legal Condemnation of 
4 WW what has been written by way of 
38 Apology for it; that he was able 
o WW to cite Precedents to the contra- 

ry, that the Inſtance of Janſeniuss 
Book quoted by Monſieur de St. 
Omer was by no Means conclu- 
ſive; becauſe every one of that 
Author's Propoſitions were term- 
ed abſolutely heretical ; that it 
did not ſeem natural to him to 
g0 farther than the Pope's Bull, 
which had neither condemn d nor 
prohibited the ee ir of his apo- 


95 ebe ee | 1 


{1 


Ty . 4 * * to 
% ” . _ 


* Erroneows is a Exithet aden | 
Pope to ſignify, that the Propoſition: condem- 
ned is not abſolutely falſe or are but ny 
leaning to Error, 
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in Rome it ſelf; that nevertheleG Ml. 
he was ready as Preſident to con- 
clude in the Name of the A fl { 
ſembly by the Plurality of Voices, 
And this he did, but at the ſame 
time expreſſly declaring that it was 

againſt his Opinion. 
Near a Year after this, an A. 
ſembly of the Clergy was held at 
St. Germain en Laye, where the 
Biſhop of Meaux was choſen to 
draw up a Relation of all that had 
paſt concerning the Pope's Con- 
ſtitution againſt the Book of Mar 

ims. 

That Prelate was very much 
diffatisfy'd with the gentle Cha 
ra&eriſticks made uſe of by the 
Pope in his Brief, and till more 
with the Refuſal his Holinefs had 
given to comprehend in it the 
I apologetical 
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zpologetical Writings of Monſieur 
de Cambray. He reſolved there- 
fore to go farther than the Sove- 
rcign Pontiff, whom he tiles in 
his Verbal Proceſs, the firſt Bi- 
ſhop appointed by Feſus Chriſt o. 
ver the whole Flock, and whoſe 
Le is according to him, the Mo- 
at Wl ther Church eſtabliſhd to teach 
and inſtruct all the other Churches, 
The ſevereſt CharaQeriſticks given 
to the Propoſitions of the Book, 
by this firſ# Biſhop. and this Mo- 
ther Church are, Inconſiderate, 
hernicious in the Practice, and Er- 
roneous reſpectiuely. But that Pre- 
late accuſes Monſieur de Cambray 
of being the Patriarch of a Se&, 
whoſe Maxims are not only in- 
onſiderate but impious, not only 
langerous in the Practice, but 
blaſphemous 


. 
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blaſphemous in the Theory, no 
only erroneous reſpectively, but ab. 
ſolutely heretical. Sce here the 
Abridgment he makes of the ney Ml © 
Spirituality, in Defence of which Ml © 
Monſieur de Cambray, according Ml * 
Rin had __ | 


“The Salvation we hope for b V 
« Telus Chriſt, the eternal Glo, 
the Enjoyment of God, and the 
Beatifick Viſion, appear thing 
< -of too low a Nature to more 
e and affect ſuch Souls as are ar 
« rivd to the pretended Pur 
« Love. ſeſus Chriſt, as the 8. 
- « wiour of the World, has 
4 great a Reference to Us to bt 
« the worthy Object of a col 
« 'templative Soul. To ha 
no Concern whether we bl 
| (ay\ 
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« fay'd or damn'd is what is call'd 
« the holy Indifference. Tis eaſy 
« to ſacrifice in the laſt Trials what 
« is held ſo indifferent, and then 
« the Sin is realiz d, the better to 
« realize Damnation. 


'Tis obſervable that in this ſame 
Verbal Praceſs, wherein Matters 
are carried in ſo outragious a Man- 
ner againſt Monſieur de Fenelon, 
the Biſhops . aſſembled give Teſti- 
mouy to the Purity of Madame 
Cuyons Life and Convexſation, de- 
caring, that ac to the Abamina- 
inus which autre laat d unan 8s 
the Cynſaguemars of her Prin 
oples, Her | Innocence. tas neuer 
calld in Queſtion, that ſue had: 
e 400 4 nen of 


them. 


This 
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This authentick Teſtimonial wil 
be an eternal Monument of tha 
Lady's Innocence; becauſe thi 
Biſhops aſſembled did not give i 
her till after ſhe had been five Year 
in Priſon. There had been ria” 
Enquiries made during that Time 
in all the Places where ſhe hal 
been ſince her Youth : All Pe 
ſons of her Acquaintance in the 
Provinces far and near had bem 
examin'd : Threatnings, Promiſe 
and Priſons had been employ'd u 
engage her two Maid-ſeryants, 
Witneſſes for many Years of he 
Conduct, to ſay fomething to het 
Diſadvantage. She her ſelf hai 
been made to undergo diyerk 
captions Interrogatories before d 
' ferent Judges. She had been cal 
ried from Priſon to Priſon in Ot 

de 
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ger to ſhake her Reſolution ; from 
mcennes to Vaug irard, from Vau- 
rard to the Baſtile. Notwith- 
::nding all this, the Verity of her 
\nſwers, the Purity of her Man- 
ers, and the Uniformity of her 
onduct for ſo many Years toge- 
her, forc'd this Acknowledgment 
her Innocence from a nume- 
dus Aſſembly of Biſhops un- 
er the Guidance of Monſieur de 
leaux. 
She remain'd however three 
cars in Priſon ſick and in a ſuf- 
ing Condition, after the Proſe- 
tion againſt Monſieur de Cam. 
4% was over. She continually 
ed that her Crime might be: 
cify'd and proy'd. But her Ene- 
es not being able to make any 
ng appear againſt her, ſhe was 
at 
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at length diſcharg'd out of Cuſto- 
dy and exil'd to Blois. She liyd 
there near twelve Years honour 
and reſpected for her good Under. 
ſtanding, ſincere Piety, pure and 
modeſt Virtue, even by thoſe who 
had had the ſtrongeſt Prejudices x 


gainſt her. Monſieur deCambray con 1 
tinued always to have the ſame a 
Friendſhip and Eſteem for hei la 
and the ſame Confidence in he 1 
She dy'd at length in Blois to ti na 
tender Regret of her Family an © 
of all her Friends. tha 

The Orthodoxy of her Seni am 


ments, the Purity of her Cone 
ſation, and the Truth of what 
have ſaid concerning both appe 
by her Will, a Part of whid 
taken from the Original, I ink 
here, becauſe the Acts of dyi 

I Perſo 


— 4 
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perſons are in all Nations ac- 
ounted ſacred, 


Q- 
Vd 
rd 
Jer. 
and 
vo 
es * 


N the Name of the Father, 
« of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to the Honour of 
the Word incarnate, under the 
Interceſſion of the holy Virgin 
and of St. Michael, this is my 
laſt will and teſtament, which 


I pray the Executors hereunder 
nam d to ſee executed. 


« 'Tis to the Lord, my God, 
that I ſurrender up all that 1 
am, as it is to him that I owe 
all Things. O my God, do 
with me whatſoever thou pleaſ- 
eſt, I make thee an irreyocable 
Donation of my Soul and of my 
Body, to be diſpos'd of according 
to thy Will. Thou ſeeſt my 
« Miſery 


het, 
O the 
y ak 


[ ine 
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« Miſery and my Nakedneſs, thou 
* knoweſt that there is nothing in 
Heaven or on Earth that 
e deſire but thee alone. Within 
e thy Hands, O God, I leave ny 
« Soul, not relying for my Salva 
te tion upon any Good that is in 
ce me, but ſolcly upon thy Mer. 
c cies, and the Merits of the 
* Blood of my Lord Jeſus Chtiſ. 

« I proteſt, that I die a Daugh. 


ce ter of the Catholick, Apoſto "> 
& ſick and Roman Church; thi 8 
“J have never had the leaſt In ] Vi 
ce clination to depart from ll ” 
« Sentiment; that, ſince I hu de 
te had the perfet uſe of Reaſon | wh 

eve 


cc there has not been a Momen 
« of my Life, wherein I have nd 
« been ready, in Will at leaſt, . 
<« ſhed for her the laſt Drop © 


40 i 


s 


Monſ. de FENELON. 145 


« my Blood, as I have always 
« proteſted upon every Occaſion, 
and have given under my Hand 
nas many times & IT have had Op- 
« portunity, having always and at 
« all times ſubmitted my Books 
and Writingsto the holy Church, 
my Mother, to whom I have 
ll ever had, and ever will have, 
« by.the Grace of God, an invio- 
„ lable Adherence, and a blind 
Obedience; having no other 


H yer to entertain any other but 
„ what ſhe approves, and con- 
* demning without Reſtriction 
« whatſoever ſhe condemns, as has 
erer been my conſtant Prac- 
WW tice, 


Truth, and for my own Juſti- 
G * Ben 


« Sentiments, and reſolving ne- 


« am oblig'd in Juſtice to the 
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&« fication to proteſt with an 
« Oath, that falſe Evidence has 
e been given againſt me, that my 
« Enemies have added to my 
te Writings, making me think and 
te ſay things which I never thought, WM |, 
« and which I was infinitely fa MI 7 
« from thinking; that they have Ml 
diverſe Times counterfeited my p 
« Hand-Writing, have join'd Cz h. 
e jumny to Forgery, putting c I 
« tious Queſtions to me, refuſing 
e to write what juſtify'd me, and 
« adding to my Anſwers, putting 
« down what I did not ſay, and 
ce ſuppreſſing the real Facts. 
« make no mention of the other 
« Matters. I forgive thoſe why 
e have been the Cauſe of my Sut 
<« ferings, from the Bottom of ny 


Heart, whatever they have done 
de again 


0 
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« againſt me, having no Will to 
« retain ſo much as the Remem- 
« brance of it. 


Before we leave this Matter, 
let us obſerye the three notable 
Teſtimonials given to the Inno- 
cence of this Lady in the three 
principal Periods of her Life. She 
had been firſt examin'd by Mon- 
eur de Harlay, Archbiſhop of Pa- 
rie, for the Space of eight Months, 
and had juſtify'd her ſelf. Afterwards, 
Monſieur de Meaux, who was pow- 
erfully intereſted to find her crimi- 
nal, gives her an ample Certificate 
at the end of a fix Month's Exa- 
mination. Laſt of all an Aſſem- 
bly of the Gallican Church, after a 
riet Inquiry into her whole Life, 

n ire 


4 
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give publick Teſtimony to het In-. 
nocence. | | 
While Mon/ieur de Cambray was Wl | 
labouring under theſe Misfortunes, p 
his Telemachus came abroad and 
was admird by all Europe. But 
tho' the printing of it was againſt 
his Intentions, and by the Trea. 
chery of a domeſtick Servant, yet 
it furniſh'd his Enemies with a new 
Pretext to blacken him with the 
King, who having been ſtruck 
with his Submiſſion was begin- 
ning to loſe his Prejudices againſt 
him. | 
As the Deſign of that Work was 
to diſcover to a young Prince all the 
hidden Rocks and Shelves to which 
ſovereign Grandeur is cxpos'd, and 
to paint to him all the Beauty of 


kingly Virtues, it was neceſſary that 
It 
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it ſhould contain general Portraits 


which may be applied to Princes 
in all Ages, and in all Places. Sup- 


poling therefore that in the Pictures 
we meet with in the Telemachus, 
there may be certain Shades which 
have a Reſemblance to the Faults 
of Louts le Grand, we ſhall at the 
ſame time find ſome bright Co- 
lours which diſplay the royal Qua- 
litics of that great Prince. 

This may be ſeen by the ad- 
mirable Apology which Mentor 
makes for Kings at the End of 
the twelfth Book, which had been 
omitted in the firſt Edition, 

The new Diſciples of St. Au- 
guſtin having ſeen the Perſecu- 
tion of Monſicur de Cambray, made 
an Offer to him to write in his 
Defence. Janſenius, the Abbe de 

G 3 H. 
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St. Cyran, Monſieur Paſchal, 
Monſieur Arnaud had ſhewn no 
Diſlike to the Doctrine of Pure 
Love. One may find very admi. 
rable Paſſages in their Works, 
which favour it. Father Gerbe. 
ron a Benedictin Monk cauſed a 
Letter to be written to Monſieur 
de Cambray, acquainting him that 
there was a Book ready prepared 
for his Juſtification, that nothing 
was requeſted of him but to con- 
ſent and contribute to the Impreſ 
ſion, To this he gave the follow. 


ing Anſwer. 


OU propoſe to me to 

« ſend Money for thc 

* Printing of a Book written in 
“ Juſtification of my Faith. I rake 


« for granted, that the Work | 
& ſuci 


i, 
no 
ure 
ni 


tf of 


12 
r 
hat 
d 
ing 
on- 
rel. 
W- 


10 
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in 
ke 
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ich 
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« ſuch as you deſcribe it; that 
« it reaſons ſolidly upon the true 
Points in Queſtion ; that it only 
« juſtifies my Meaning, and neither 
« directly nor indirectly vindicates 
the Terms of my Book, which 
has been condemn d. You may 
« eaſily believe I ſhould little va- 
„ lue the Expence in an Affair 
* of ſuch Importance. But how 
* aſltduous and diligent ſoever I 
Shave been to write in my own 
© Tuſtification, before the Judg- 
ment of Rome, I am ſince that 
« Judgment no leſs determined to 


* keep Silence, to ſuffer in Peace, 2 4 


« and to leave the Cate of my 
Reputation to Providence. 

« You have read, without doubt, 
the Collection of thirty two Pro- 
« poſitions, which I endeavour to 

G 4 « ſupport 


6.445 
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“ ſupport by the Authorities of 
the Saints. The true Senſe in 
« which I intended to write is 
there explain d. That Work, 


with my other Apologetical 


* Writings, has been ſeen at 
« Rome, at Paris, and every 
© where elſe. I have proteſted be- 
« fore God, in all thoſe Writings, 
* that I never believed any thing 
« beyond what they contain d, 
„and that I had no Intention to 
4 favour any of the Errors charg- 
« ed upon me. I have ſince the 


Judgment of Rome, repeated the 


* ſame ſolemn Declaration in the 
Herbal Proceſs of our Provin- 
« cial Aſſembly, which is no leſs 


« publick than the Yerbal 


Pro- 


e ceſſes of the other Provinces, 
or than the Adds of the Genc- 


« ral 
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« ral Aſſembly of the Clergy of 
France. What ſhall I be able to 
add to ſo many Eclairciſſements, 
but uſeleſs Repetitions? Is there 
any thing double or inſincere in 
this Conduct? 

« T would rather die, than di— 
« realy or indiretly defend a 
* Book, which I have condemn'd 
« without Reſtriction in the Since- 
* rity of my Heart, from a Principle 


of Docility and Submiſlion to the 4 | 
„holy See. Whatſoever I could 2 e 


* ſay of my perſonal Meaning , 


« ſetting apart the Senſe of the AN 
* Book, would be look d upon es 


237 


* as an indirect Method of kind- 
ling again the War, and of be- 
* ginning anew to apologize for 
« my Work. It is neither edi- 
* fying nor juſt for an Author per- 

G 5 « petually 
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*« petually to buſy the Church 
* with his perſonal Conteſts, and 
* to chuſe rather to continue 1 
“ Diſturbance without End, than 
« humbly to bear his Croſs. When 
4 « a Biſhop is not minded in what 
* he ſays concerning his own In- 
* tentions, which he has ſo often 
| * explained in Writing, to what 
|| « Purpoſe ſhould he ſpeak any 
* more? Such a one can neither 
[8 * edify others, nor ſupport the 
11 « Dignity of his own Character 
but by a profound Silence, I 
* know too well what the Church 
« ſuffers from the Scandal of ſuch 
« Diſputes, to be carry'd by a je 
« lous Fondneſs for Reputation to 
4 renew them. God himſelf will 
te take Care of the Honour of his 
« Miniſter, if he youchſafe to make 
« yſe 


« 


cc 
ce 
ce 
« 
6 
ce 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
(e 


cc 


cc 
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uſe of him for the Purpoſes of 
the Miniſtry in this Dioceſe. 
Thoſe Perſons who are neuter 
and equitable ſeem edified by 
my Silence, and to have no 
doubt of my Sincerity and open 
Proceeding in all this Affair; 
and nothing I could write would 


perſuade thoſe who have no 


mind to be perſuaded. 
« I need not tell you, Sir, that 
it would be a Diſingenuity un- 
worthy of a Chriftian to refuſe 
writing any more my felf, and 
at the ſame time to be ſecretly 
in Concert with another, who 
ſhould write for me. I hope, 
therefore, you will neither be 
uneaſy nor ſurpriz'd at the Reſo- 
lution I have taken, to have no 
Part either directly or indirect- 
G 6 « ly 
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« ly in any Work upon this Mat. 
ce ter. I am as ſenſibly touch'd with 
« the Friendfhip of your Offers, as 
« if I accepted them. 


Theſe Thoughts and Diſpoſi. 
tions, in Relation to his Book, 
he always retain'd to the laſt Mo- 
ment of his Life. 

The Archbiſhop of Cambray, ex. 
ceſſively humbled , cover'd with 
Shame, baniſh'd and confin'd to 
his Dioceſe, enjoy'd there that pro- 
found Peace of Mind, which ne- 
ver fails to accompany pure Vit. 
tue. 

He apply'd himſelf wholly to 
make Mcn good and happy by 
diſcharging with great Exactneſs 
all the Functions of his Epiſcopal 
Character, 

Being 


t. 
th 
as 
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Being deſirous perſonally to prove 
and know all thoſe who devoted 
themſelves to the miniſterial Of- 
fice, he recalled his Seminary , 
which was then about eight 
Leagues off, near Valenciennes, to 
Cambray. He aſliſted at the Exa- 
mination of the Perſons to be or- 
dain'd, which was perform'd at the 
Archiepiſcopal Palace, and ſo had 
anear View of every Candidate, 
at leaſt five times before he or- 
dain'd him Prieſt. He not only 
inſtructed them at the Seaſons of 
their more particular Deyotion , 
and the principal Feſtiyals obſery- 
ed by the Seminary , but had al- 
ſo Conferences with them every 
Week upon the Principles of Re- 
ligion. He would have every one 


propound to him his Difficulties, 
He 
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He liſtned to them with an infinite 
Patience, and gave his Anſwer 
with a fatherly Goodneſs. The 
Objections made were often wide 
of the Purpoſe ; yet far from put 
ting the Objector to the Confu. 
ſion of ſeeing it, he brought him. 
{elf down to a Level with him, 
ſuited himſelf to his Capacity, and 
gave a Strength to the weakeſt, Ob- 
jections by ſome Turn, which fur: 
niſh'd him an Occaſion of re. 
mounting to. firſt Principles. 1 
have often ſeen him at theſe Con- 


ferences, and have as much ad- 


mird the Evangelical Condeſcen- 
ſion by which he became all things 
to all Men, as the Sublimity of his 
Diſcourſes. 


Notwithſtanding the Diſorders 
of the War, he was very aſſidu. 


Ous 
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ous in his General Viſitations of 
his Dioceſe, and preach'd in eyery 
Church. 

Nothing gives a truer Idea of 
Monſieur de Cambray's Genius and 
Picty, than the different Forms he 
took in his publick Inſtructions, that 
he might ſuit himſelf to all Capaci- 


ties. He let himſelf down to the 


moſt ſimple, while he ſoar'd to 
the Pitch of the ſublimeſt Under- 
ſtandings. All his Sermons came 
from the Abundance of his Hearr, 
without being written down or 
hardly premeditated. He only re- 
tird into his Cloſet to draw his 
Light from Heaven in Prayer, 


Like Moſes the Friend of God, . 


he went firſt upon the holy Moun- 
tain, and then rcturn'd to the Peo- 
ple to communicate to them what 

he 
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he had learnt in that ineffable 
Converſation. In theſe publick 
Diſcourſes, Love was the great 
Point in which he made every 
thing terminate; but it was ſuch 
a Love as produces and perfects 
all the Virtues. He banifh'd all 
too refin'd Ideas, abſtracted Res. 
ſonings, and ſuperfluous Ornaments 
which are contrary to Eyangeli- 
cal Simplicity. This delicate Ge. 
nius ſought only to ſpeak as be- 
comes a good Father, and to com. 
fort, relieve and. enlighten his 


Tlock. 
He would have all the Affairs 


of the Dioceſe brought before him, 
and he examin'd them - himſelf; 
yet not doing the leaſt thing of 
Importance in matter of Diſci- 


pline, but in Concert with his Vi 
cars 
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cars General, and the other Ca- 
nons of his Counſel who were al- 
ſembled twice a Week. He ne- 
yer took Advantage from his 
Rank, or his Talents to decide in 
any Queſtion by his Authority a- 
lone, without Perſuaſion. He ac- 
knowledg'd the Prieſts for his Bre- 
thren, he liſtned to their Advice 
and profited by their Experience. 
* The Shepherd, he usd often to 
lay, © has yet more need of being 
docil than the Flock; he muſt be 
* continually learning, that he may 
be able to teach, and muſt often- 
times obey in order to govern 
„well. The wiſe Man increaſes 
* his own Wiſdom by all that 
* which he gathers from ano- 
ther. 


He 
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He did not ſatisfy himſelf with 
performing the ſuperior Function: 
of a Biſhop, but exerciſed likewiſe 
thoſe of a common Prieſt, confel 
ling and directing a great Number of 
Laicks who were under his Conduct. 
A Collection of his Letters written 
to thoſe Perſons has been printed 


ſince his Death. One may there, 


ſee how very far he was from 
turning Spirituality into a dry and 
barren Speculation. We ſhall find 
in thoſe Letters the nobleſt Sen. 
timents founded upon the ſubli 
meſt Principles, ſuited to the Ca. 
pacities of the moſt ſimple ; 1 
Knowledge of the Heart of Man, 
which unveils all its Windings and 
ſecret Receſſes; the Subtilties of 
Self. love, and the Delicacy of Di 


vine Love unfolded and diſtin 
guiſhed ; 
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guiſhed 3 a Piety full of Meck- 
nels and Condeſcenſion for the 
Imperfections of others, and yet at 
the ſame time a Mortification, or 
rather a Death, which reaches to 
the Senſes, the Mind, the Heart, 
over the whole Man, and which 
leayes no Reſource to the irregular 
Love either of the Creature or of 
Self. . 
His Practice was agreeable to 
his Doctrine. Rigid and ſevere to 
himſelf, he affected not however an 
auſtere Air, but was chearful and a- 
miable in all his Deportment. He 
endeavoured to imitate our great 
Model, whoſe ſimple and affable 
Manner of converſing gave Offence 
to the Phariſees of his Time. He 
llept little, eat leſs, and allowed 
himſelf no Pleaſure but what is ' 

＋ found 
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found in the Accompliſhment of 
ones Duty. To take the Air was 
his only Recreation during the 
whole time that he was Archbiſhop 
of Cambray. 

When he went thus abroad he 
ſpent the time either in uſeful Con- 
verſation with his Friends, or in 
ſceking ſome Occaſion to do good 
to the People of his Dioccſe. If 
he chanc'd to meet with any of 
the Peaſants in his Way, he ſome. 
times fat down with them upon 
the Graſs, ask'd them Queſtions 
about the State of their Family, 
and gave them Advice how to te 
gulate their little Affairs, and to 
lead a religious Life. Nay, he 
ſometimes went into their Cottages 
to ſpeak to them of God, and to 


comfort them under the Hard 
ſhips 
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ſhips they ſuffer d. If thoſe poor 
People preſented him any Refreſh- 
ments after the Country Faſhion 
he did not diſdain to taſte what 
they ſet before him, that he might 
give them a Mark of his Friend- 
ſhip. He ſhewed no falſe Deli- 
cacy with regard cither to the Po- 
rerty of their Condition, or the 
Uncleanlineſs of their Habitations. 
He became in a manner one of - 
them through the fatherly Ten- 
derneſs of a Heart deeply affected: 
with the Love of a Saviour poor ; 
and naked. 

Poor himſelf in the midſt of 
Plenty, he gave almoſt all his Re- 
venue away to Hoſpitals, young 
Clergymen whom he educated , 
Monaſteries of Nuns in Diſtreſs , 


decay d Gentlemen, and Perſons 
> 


+ #2 > 25 A 


. K. hr andy Dowd t 45's in! 


166 The LIFE of 


of all Ranks and all Nations, who WM ;» 
during the War time were within Ml -/ 
the Reach of his Generoſity. th 

While he thus watched over his Ml 'T 


Flock like St. Ambroſe, he pray d, 
like St. Anthony, in the Deſar 
of an internal Solitude, Thoſe 
things which were generally ad. 
mir'd in him were nothing in 
Compariſon of that Divine Life 
by which he walked with God 
like Enoch, and was unknown ti 


Men. 
The ordinary State of the Mind 


of Man is a kind of Delirium. The 
Soul is continually agitated by an 
unaccountable Succeſſion of roy: 
ing Thoughts and contrary Pal. 
ſions. The Pagan Philoſopher WW — 
were ſenſible, that Man can never : 
be happy till he arrive at that i «-.. 
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inward Tranquillity which ex. 
cludes not only unprofitable Ac. 
tions, but even uſeleſs Thoughts». 
is WM Tis however Chriſtianity alone 
d, that can raiſe us to ſuch a State 
at MW by that Peace of the Holy Spirit, 
ole Wl that Unity and Simplicity of which 
ad. che Goſpel ſpeaks. | 
in This is that divine, internal 


je Wl Quictude to which Monſieur de 
od, Cambray endeavour'd to attain , 


while he was outwardly employ'd 
in accompliſhing the Duties of 
Humanity, Religion, and his Vo- 
cation. He diſmiſsd as faſt as 
they aroſe all uſeleſs Ideas and 

liſquieting Deſires, to the end that 


5 ů — 


ww - *T 


Moral . of the _— Mar- 
tus Antoninus. 


he 


— 
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« Pleaſure ſhall be to decreaſe, 

ce to beeome little and obſcure, M 
„eto live in Silence, and to the 
« Opprobrium of Jeſus crucifyd, i 


« to add the Helpleſneſs and im- f 
1 — Utterance of Jeſus all t 
” Child. _ y 
t 
To die hes to ones Under M 
ſtanding muſt have been a thing h 
more painful to Monſieur de Cam 
bray, than to another. He under. (© 
ſtood throughly the Principles of le 
almoſt all the Liberal Sciences, of 
and made Uſe of them to diſco- WM c; 
ver the Truth in every Thing, and ne 
ake Men love it. But he an 


* neglected that pompous Erudition, for 
which ſerves only to ſwell the E I! 
4 Mind with Pride. When it wa thi 

neceſſary to ſtudy, he went 5M Fe 

deep 


Monſ. de FENELON. 171 


deep into things as any Body, but 


he never ſtudied but when it 
was neceſſary, becauſe he thought 


it his Duty to renounce all the 


falſe Riches of the Mind, and to 


? 
( 
( 


be wiſe with Sobricty. This is 
what the Doctors who are ever 
toiling about frivolous Queſtions 


will never be able to compre- 


bend. 

By his conſtant Fidelity in the 
Obſervation of this Rule, he at 
length came to ſuch a Diffidence 


of himſelf, that without the leaſt 
Confuſion, Poſitiveneſs, or Fond- 


neſs for his own Idcas, hg rea- 
dily blotted out whatever was 
found Fault with in his Works. 


have oftentimes more admired - 
this Docility in changing, than his 


Fertility in producing, 
2 Monſicur 
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Monſieur de Cambray had no 
Thought but of thus living in the 
peaceable Exerciſe of his Epiſco- 
pal Functions, when the Diſcords 
about Grace came to trouble his 
Repoſe. 1 

This Diſpute 6 _ him 
the bittereſt Reproaches, and the | 
cruelleſt Slanders. He was look d 
upon as a politick and ambitlous 
Man, whoſe. only Aim was to be 
recall d 0 Court. c 

In order to ſhewethe Uniformi. 
ty and Uprightneſs of his Con- 
duct, and how much he acted 
from a Principle of Conviction, 
it is neceſlary to give here an Ana. 
lyſis of his Sentiments upon the 
Topick of Grace, by which ve 


all ſee that he never oppoſed 
the 


Monſ. de FEXELON. 173 


the true Thomiſin *®, His. Prin- 
ciples are as follow. 


« We have no Liberty, accord- 
ing to Monſteur de Cambray, © with 
e Regard to ſupernatural good, 
„ without the Grace of the Re- 
« deemer, This Grace not only 
« enlightens the Underſtanding 
„with the eternal Truths, but it 
© prevents. the Will, delivers it 
„from the Chains of Concupil- 
* cence, excites and moves it, and 
* puts it always in a Condition 
* to conſent to the divine Ope- 
« ration, But this redeeming 
Grace is neyer more ſtrong to 


- A 
— —_ 


* The Doctrine of Thomas Aquinas. 
[nn ur M We. dy I. G. VI. 73 


H 3 mak 
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« make the will conſent, than the 
« Will is to. reſiſt it.” This is 
what Monſieur de Cambray call 


an Equilibrium. When we do 
well 


== 


Monſicur de Cambray's Adverſaries have ex. 
pounded this Equilibrium, as if one cculd not be 
free, but by having an Inclination equally 
ſtrong towards Good and towards Evil. No- 
thing can be more cantrary to his Ideas. His 
Equilibrium of Power is not an Equilibrium of 
Inclination, He ſays expreſſly that this Equil- 
brium does not conſiſt in an Equality of two . 
poſite Kinds of Pleaſure, but in an Equality of Strength 
between the Attraction of the Temptation, and tit 
Fower of the Will fortify'd by Grace, One may 
have a real Power to act againſt the ſtrongelt 
Inclinations. The Habits of Good and Evil ne- 
ver deſtroy Liberty, The more we are con- 
tirm'd in the one, the more we loſe of our 
Aptneſs to the other. But the Soul never 
loſes its Mobiluy, till it be fix'd by Death in: 
perfect Immobility with the Angels, or the 
Devils, The Word Equilibrium is not a new 


one, St. Baſil makes uſe of it in the fame 
Senſe 
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well we do but conſent to the 
Operation of God who diſpoſes 
us by his Grace ſo to conſent. 
When we do ill we do but reſiſt the 
Operation of God, who does no- 
thing in us without our own Con- 
currence, to.the End that he may 
make us merit. | 

By this Doctrine all Good is at- 
tributed - to the Creator, without 
making him the Author of Evil. 
Nothing remains to the Creature 
without Grace, but the wretched 
Power of depraving and corrupt: 
ing it id or at moſt of doing 


+ i 4 oft 


= "_ 


* 


na: as Mfr: 4 *. in his Homi- 


| ly upon the 61% Plalm. I owe this Remark 


to the Reverend Father Be Thurnemine a jeſuite, 
tor whom» Monſieur, de Cambray had a particular 
Regard and Friendſhip, ,, | 


H 4 that 


AC 


72 


| 

p „ 
ö r 714 IT 
4 " 
| Fa” 


the Effect of a delicious Senſati 
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that from Self. love, which ought ſ 
to be done for the Love of God ti 
only. It cannot without this Grace | 
do any ARion of which God js 
the End, nor of which by Con- 
{cquence he will be the 'Recom. 
Pence. 

According to 3 * 
 bray the Syſtem of the 74wo De. 
leclations deſtroys liberty. All is 


on which ſcizes unawares and in. 
vincibly draws away the Will, by 
a ſweet Violence indeed, but which 
leaves it no Choice in the actual 
Moment. The Will is free only 
in as much as it may have diffe- 
rent Motions at different Times. 
So that by this Syſtem the Liberty 
of uy Soul is reduced to the Mo. 

y of a one which can be 


4 
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ſhoy'd ſometimes to one Side ſome- 
times to another; and free Choice 
is the uſe which God can make 
of Man's Will, and not the Uſe 
we make of it our ſelves. 

Moreover, according to Mon- 
ſeur de Cambray, this Syſtem de- 
ſtroys the Notion of Charity as di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from Hope. We con- 
fider God in no other View but 
as the Author of Happineſs. 'The- | 
Idea of infinite Perfection,'(the trur 
Motive of Charity,) is the cleareſt | 
and moſt luminous of all Ideas, 
yet it ſtrikes and moves us leſs 
ſenſibly than the Perception of ſi- 
nite Objects. It acts only upon 5 
the moſt ſpiritual Part of a Man, 
who has labour d long in purify- 
ing and ſeparating himſelf from 
ſenſible Objects. A Heart, the on- 

„ ly 


never goes beyond Attrition. 


which renounces Chaſte Hope; 


ing either. 


moving Spring of Man's Heart, 
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ly Spring of whoſe Motions 'i; 
Pleaſure, can never be touch'd with 
it. The Love of ſuch a Heat 


To 


love God for the Pleaſures he gives 
us, or to love him for fear of be. 
ing depriy'd of thoſe Pleaſures, 2 
mounts to the ſame Thing. The 
Church condemns all Quietiſm, 


but 


it abhors all Janſeniſin which ba 
niſhes Pure Charity, She wil 
have us exerciſe the Acts of both 
theſe Virtues. She diſtinguiſhe 
and unites them, withour- deſtroy: 


In fine, according to Monſiew 
de Cambray, this Syſtem ren. 
ders Virtue oftentimes impractica 
ble. If Pleaſure were the only 


and 
the 
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the only Reaſon of our free De- 


terminations, it would be impoſ- 
ſible to love Virtue when it is not 
accompanied with a ſenſible Delec- 
tation : For the Will cannot love 
without a Reaſon for loving, nor 
be moved. without a moving 
Power; ſo that Piety is hereby 
reduced to a ſpiritual Senſuality, 
which can never inſpire us with 
any noble Virtue, and which of. 
ten leaves us without Remedy a- 
gainſt Vice. See in what man- 
ner Monſieur de Fenelon repre- 
ſents a Man ſpeaking in the time 
of Temptation, who acts by theſe 
Principles. 


«The ER, Sweetneſs has 

« forſaken ime. I feel no Plea- 
« ſure but what is vicious and cor- 
Hs « rupt. 
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40 rupt. I expected to be conti. 
« nually: deliverd from all my 
« Weaknefſes by the efficacious 
« Power of a delicious and invin- 
„ cible Grace. I look d upon the 
Life of a Chriſtian to be a reli 
e gious Inchantment. I pleasd 
„ my ſelf with the Thoughts of 
« going ſtrait to Paradiſe hy a Way 
© ſtrewed with Roſes. Lwept for 
Joy. Heaven ſeem d already 
* open to receive me. I bleſt God 
for having put me under a ne- 
4 ceſſity in this Life to be hap. 
« py in the other. But alas, 
« how great a Diſappointment 


have I met with within theſe'ſix . 


« Months paſt. The Source of 
* pious Pleaſure is of a ſudden 
« dry'd up. I feel no other but 
1 < that of Sin. In rd oa ages 
bi dition 


4 
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dition it is as impoſfible for me, 
« according to the Expreſſion of 
« our Doctors, to reſiſt the victo- 


« rious Pleaſure of Vice, as it is 
« fo ride wh without a . 


Minfiear de Canbray from hence 


concludes, that there is a Love of 
Order, of abſolute Pulchritude and 
Perfection, ſuperior to all agree- 


able Senſation, which can act in us 
when the ſenſible Pleaſure of Grace 
is wanting, and which is ſufficient 
to move the Will under all the 
Pains and Deprivations that are 
met with in the ſacred paths of 
Virtue, Thus it was that, accord- 
ing to this Prelate, the Saints, in 
Imiation of their great Model, te- 
main d faithful to God under the 


moſt terrible Sufferings. The Ca- 
| e T4 pacity 


| 
1 
1 
\ 
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pacity of their Soul was fill'd with 
the purifying Pains of Love, and 
yet theſe divine Lovers continued 
ſtedfaſt in their Submiſſion to the 
ſupreme Will; not becauſe it was 
delightful, but becauſe it was juſt 
The Spring by which God then 
moved them was not any Imprel: 
ſion of Pleaſure, but the pute 
Knowledge he gave them of what 
was due to him. For they wete 
oftentimes depriv'd of all Conſo- 
lation both heavenly and earthly, 
ſo as to cry out with their diyine 
Head, My God, my God, why ba 
thou forſaken me? 

This Idea then of Monſieur d 
Cambray's concerning the twofold 
Spring of the Will is a neceſſary 
Conſequence of his Doctrine upon 
Pure Love. Monſieur de Meaus 
2 1 


* 
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by combating this Doctrine has 
taken away all Foundation of Ar- 
gument againſt Fanſeniſm. He 
has left no Remedy but that of 
Authority, to overbear without 
convincing. Monſieur de Cambray 
makes always the Deciſion of the 
Church to accord with the juſteſt 
Reaſonings. He reconciles Obe- 
dience with Perſuaſion. He brings 
all back to a Unity of Principles, 
and is ever of a Piece with himſelf. 
The Janſeniſts have no Way 
leſt to defend themſelves againſt 
him, but by alledging that he 
was not an able Theologian. 
Which is juſt as if one ſhould 
ſay, that a Lawyer is not skilful 
in his Profeſſion, becauſe he does 
not perplex his Queſtion with ob- 
ſcure Terms, tho' he unfolds the 
Meaning 


* 


Meaning of the Laws by plain 
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and cleat Principles, and ſuch 2 
are 4 approv'd oy the Legil: 


tator. 
His Ae tes have accuſed 


him of advancing extravagant No- 


tions about the Authority of the 
Church. His three Principles to 
which Exception is taken are 28 
follow. 


1. The Approbation whether 


tacit or expreſs of a Plurality of the 


Biſhops, whether aſſembled or dif 
diſpers'd, gives the ſacred Charac- 
ter of an Article of Faith to what. 
ever Deciſion. is made by the So. 
vereign Fontiff. 


2. The Church is the only Judge 


of the i of her own Autho- 
rity 


ed 
0- 
he 
to 


wo , Oo 
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ty; other wiſe every private Man 
would think himſelf entitled to 
contradi her Deciſions, under Pre- 
tence that ſhe had ern her 
juſt Bounds. 4 ATE e Ig 

3. The Church is as tncattible 
in judging of ſound Words, 28 of 
ſound Doctrine, otherwiſe her In- 
fallibility would be uſeleſs. For, 
ſince it is by Words only that 
Thoughts are known, if while ſhe 
thought well, "The ſpoke ill, her 
Canons would be more hurtful 
than if ſhe thought ill and ſpoke 
well. Hence he concludes, that 
we muſt ſubmit to the Church 
when ſhe condenins, not 'the per. 
lonal and private Meaning of an 
Author, of which ſhe does not 
1 7 5 to judge, but the natural 

and 


— — — 
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and obvious Senſe of his: Word 
Tis evident from the bare propoſing 
of theſe Maxims, that they are na 
tural and neceſſary Conſequences 
of Catholick Principles. 
While Monſieur de Cambray wa 
thus engag'd in ſupporting. the 


Truth, he was very far from loſing 


his Charity through a bitter, Haugh- 
ty and Judaical Zeal, He never 
ated the Tyrant in his Dioceſe, 
In attatking the Prejudicesof Men, 


he was ever tender of their Per 


ſons, and reſpected their Virtues 


| © Nevertheleſs thoſe who wee 


unacquainted with his Character 
have imagin'd that he: rejoyc d at 


the Diſgrace of the Cardinal 4 


Noailles. See how he expreſſes 
himſelf upon that Head in a Lette 


to a F riend a Year before his Death. 
Cambraj 
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Cambray the 120 of March, 17 14. 


OS T People may ima 


e pine that I have a ſecret 
* and malicious Joy at what is 


doing. But T ſhould think my 
ſelf a Demon if IJ had any Re- 
* liſh of ſo deteſtable a Joy, and 
© if I was not ſincerely grieved at 
* what is ſo prejudicial to the 
„Church. Nay more, I ſhall 
« profeſs to you with a perfect O- 
« penneſs of Heart, what few but 
your ſelf would eaſily believe, 
* which is, that I am truly con- 
* cern'd for the Perſon of the Card:- 
* nal de Noailles. I repreſent to 
* my ſelf all his Pains, I feel them 
* for him. I-neyer think of paſt 
* times, but to call tro mind the 
* Favours» with which he ho- 
nour'd 


— 


4 nour d me for ſo many Years. Al 
ted out of my Heart, which i 


of God, who thought fit to 
* humble me through Mercy, 


Ihe gives me for the Cardinal, 
me hope that he will overcome 
te himſelf to reſtore Peace to the 


Enemies of Religion. The mol 
'* violent and untractable Spirit 


to Temper by his Example, | 
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the reſt is, God be prais'd, blot 


<. fill the ſame towards him. | 
% look to nothing but the Hand 


© God himſelf is Witneſs of the 
<« Sentiments of Reſpe& and Zei 


--* The Piety J have obſery' in 
ce the Cardinal 4% Noaitles make; 


* Church, and to filence all the 


ronld be immediately -brougtt 


would gain him a ſingular Glory 


be En all Ages to come. I pn 
* « fol 
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* for him every Day at the Al- 
tar with the Game Zeal I had 
twenty Y cats ago. 


la the Lear 1710 I had the 
Honour to ſee Monſieur de Cam- 
irgy for the firſt time. I think my 
lf oblig d to relate the Conver- 
ations I had with him upon Re- 
gion; becauſe they will ſhew 
bis Way of thinking, and will 
make appear at the ſame time, 
that the Piety he taught, far from 
leading to a refin'd Deiſin, and 
o an Independance on all viſi- 
ble Authority, as his Adverſa- 
ries have inſinuated, furniſhes, on 
the contrary, the moſt ſolid Proofs 
of Chriſtianity and of the Catha- 
lick Religion, a 


3 Born 
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Born in a free Country where the 
the Mind of Man difcoyers it ſelf Hof 
in all its Forms without Reſtrain, MW 


I ran through the greateſt Part of Win 
the Religions there profeſsd in the 


Search of Truth. The Fanaticim MW), 
or the Contradiction which pre. of 
vails in all the different Syſtems MW ce 
of the Proteſtants gave me an 4. N out 
verſion to all Sects of Chriſtians, bor 
As my Heart was not corrupt. ¶ the 
ed by the great Paſſions, my Un. ni 
derſtanding could not reliſh the Mit 
Abſurdities of Atheiſm, To be. vit. 
lieve that nothing was the Source I bea. 
of whatever is, a Thing fiir or 
to be cternal, or an infinite Be witl 
ing to be only a Collection Pear 
finite Beings, ſeem d to me Extrz N nes 
the 


vagancies more inſupportable than 


the 8. 


Monſ. de FENEL Ox. 191 


he wildeſt Dodtrines of any Sed 
of Believers. 

I then ſought to take Refuge 
in ſober Deiſm, which confines 
it ſelf to a Reverence for the Dei- 
ty, and to the immutable Ideas 
of pure Virtue, without any Con- 
cern about Myſteries, Prieſts, or 
outward Worſhip. I could not 
however ſhake off my Reſpect for 
the Chriſtian Religion, the Mo- 
raliry of which is ſo ſublime; My 
Mind was often overwhelm'd 
with a thouſand Doubts, To go 
headlong entirely into Deiſm was I 
thought a bold Step. To take up 
with any Set of Chriſtians ap- 
peard to me a childiſh Weak- 
neſs. I wandred up and down in 
the unſettled Principles of an extra- 
vagant Toleration, without being 

1 able 
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able to and a fix'd Paint. It wy 
in theſe Diſpoſitions that I came 
to Cambray. . 

The Archbiſhop received my 
with that fatherly and inſinuating 
Goodneſs which immediately gain 
the Heart. I enter d with him for 
the Space of ſix Months into 
very extenſive Examination of Re 
ligion. I ſhall not be able to repe: 
here all that he ſaid to me upon 
that Subject. I ſhall only, relat 
the Subſtance of it. I unfolded 
my Principles to him pretty neu 
in the following Manner. 
God requires no other Worſhip 
but the Love of his infinite Perfec 


tion. From hence flow. all the nat 
Virtues, human and divine, mo fn 
ral and political. All the Philoſo I an 
ens all the wiſe Men, all Ne pel, 


tions 


„ 
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tions have had ſome Idea of this 
natural Religion; but they have 
blended it with Doctrines more or 
leſs true, and have expreſs d it by a 
Worſhip more or leſs proper, All 
Sorts of Religions are agrecable to 
the Sovereign Being, while Men 
make uſe of the Ceremonies, Opi- 
nions, and even Errors of their Sect 
to carry them to the Adoration of 
the Deity. There muſt indeed be 
an outward Worſhip; but the diffe- 
rent Forms of this Worſhip, like 
the different Forms of Civil Go- 
yernment, are more or leſs good 
according to the uſe which is 
made of them. I can never allow 
that true Religion ſhould be con- 
ind to any particular Society. I 
admire the Morality of the Goſ- 
pel, but as for all ſpeculative Opi- 
I nions, 
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nions, they are things indifferent, 
and of which the Sovereign Wil. 
dom makes little Account. To 
this he anſwer'd : 

You cannot continue in your 
Philoſophical Independence, and 
in your indeterminate Principle of 
tolerating all Seats, without look. 
Ing upon Chriſtianity as an Impoſ. 
ture; for there is no reaſonable Me. 
dium betwixt Deiſm and the Ca. 

tholick Religion. 

This Notion. ſeemd to me a 
Paradox. J begg'd him to explain 
it, and he continued ia the follow- 
ing manner: 

We muſt either confine out 
ſelves to natural Religion founded 
upon the Idea of God, and reject 
all ſupernatural and revealed Laws; 


or if we admit a ſupernatural Re. 
velation, 
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velation , we muſt acknowledge 


ſome ſupreme Authority continu- 
ally ſpeaking to interpret it. The 
Chriſtian Church without ſuch a 


» a @ © 


fed and viſible Authority would 
be like a Republick, to which : 


wiſe Laws had been given, but 


without Magiſtrates to put them 


in Execution. What a Source of 
Confuſion ! Each particular Man 


| with the Book of Laws in his 


Hand would come to diſpute a- 
bout their Meaning. The ſacred 
Oracles would ſerve only to feed 
our vain Curioſity, to increaſe our 
Pride and Preſumption, and to 
make us more tenacious of our own 
Opinions. There would indeed 
be but one original Text, but as 
many different Manners of explain- 
ing it as there were Men. Di- 

12 viſions 
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viſions and Sub-diviſions would 
multiply without End and without 
Remedy. Can we think that our 
Sovereign Lawgiver has not pro. 
vided better for the Peace of his 
Republick and for the Preſervation 
of his Law? 

Moreover, if there be no infal. 
lible Authority which may ſay to 
us all, This is the true Meaning 
of the Holy Scripture : How can Ml to 
we expect that illiterate Peaſants or W m. 
ſimple Mechanicks ſhould engage M in 
in a Diſcuſſion, wherein the Lear MW (4 
ned themſelves cannot agree? God V 
would have been wanting to the M. 
Neceſlities of almoſt all Men, if, to 
when he gave them a written 
Law, he had not at the ſame time 
provided them a ſure Interpreter 


to ſpare them a Reſearch of which 
| they 
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they are incapable. Every ſimple 
and ſincere Man has need of no- 
thing more than a juſt Senſe of 
his Ignorance, to ſee the Abſur- 
dity of the Sets who found their 
Separation from the Catholick 
Church upon the Offer to make 
him Judge of ſuch Matters as are 
beyond the natural Capacity of 
his Underſtanding. Ought one 
to hearken to the new Refor- 
mers who require that which is 
impoſſible, or to the ancient 
Church which provides for the 
Weakneſs of Men ? 


In fine, we muſt either ſubmit 


to this Church, or reje& the Bible 
3 Fiction.. Conſult the ſacred 
Writings. Examine the Extent of 
the Promiſes made by Jeſus Chriſt 
to the Hierarchy, the Depoſitary 
1 of 
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of his Law. He ſays, that wha. 
ſoever it ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 
be bonmmd in Heaven; that he will 
be with it to the End of the 
' World; that the Gates of Hell 
fall not prevail againſt it; that 
he who hears it, hears him ; that 
he who deſpiſes it, deſpiſes. him; 
and in fine, that 2c 7s the Pillar 
and Ground of Truth. You can. 
not evade the Force of theſe Ex 
preſſions by any Commentary; 
you have no Remedy but by te- 
jecting the Authority both of the 
Lawgiver and of his Law. 
What, ſaid I, my Lord, with 
ſome Emotion, would you haye 
me look upon any Society on 
Earth as infallible > I have run 
through the moſt Part of the dit 


ferent Sects, and ſuffer me to tel 
| you 
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you with all due Reſpect, the Prieſts 
of all Religions are oftentimes 
more corrupt or more ignorant 
than the reſt of Men, I equally 
ſuſpect them all. 

He anſwered me with great 
Meckneſs and Moderation. If 
we do not raiſe our Thoughts 
above what is human in the 
moſt numerous Aſſemblies of tlie 
Church, we ſhall find nothing but ö 
Matter to ſhock and offend us, 4 
and to ' increaſe our Tncredulity ; + 
we ſhall diſcover nothing but Pal- - 
ſions, Prejudices, human Weak- - 
neſſes, politick Views, Factions 
and Cabals. But we ought ſo much 
the mote to admire the Wiſdom 
and Almighty Power' of God, in 
that he accompliſhes his Deſigns 
by ſuch Means as ſeem naturally 

I 4 to 
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to tend to their Deſtruction. 'Tis 
here that the Holy Spirit ſhews 
himſelf Maſter of the Heart of 
Man. He makes even thoſe 
Things, which appear faulty in 
the particular Paſtors, a Means 
to the Accompliſhment of his 
Promiſes, and by a Providence 
continually attentive watches the 
Moment of their Deciſion and 
makes it always conformable to 
his Will. It is thus that God acts in 
all and by all. Both. the Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Powers are held 
in a total Subjection to his Laws. 
Every thing accompliſhes his De- 
ſigns either freely or by Neceſli- 
ty. It is not the Holineſs of our 
Superiors, nor their perſonal Ta. 
lents which make our Obedience 


a divine Virtue, but the inward 
Sub- 
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ter of my Uneaſineſs, which was 
to make him the Confident of it. 
What Struggles did I not ſuffer 
before I could bring my ſelf to 
fuch a Simplicity ! It was howe- 
ver abſolutely neceſſary. I re 
queſted therefore to have a private 
Audience, which when he had 
granted, I ſaid to him upon my 
Knees, Forgive, my Lord, the 
« Exceſs of my Uneaſineſs. I ſul 
* pect your Candour, and I can no 
longer liſten to you with Docility. 
te If the Church is infallible, you 
have then condemn'd the Doe. 
« trine of Pure Love by condemn: 
ing your Book of Maxims. If you 
* have not condemn'd that Doc 
© trine, your Submiſſion was feign- 
« ed. I ſee my ſelf under the hard 


* Neceflity of believing you either © 
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« an Enemy of Charity .or of 
« Truth.” I had ſcarce pronounc'd 


theſe Words when I burſt into 


Tears. He raisd me up, embrac'd 


me with Tenderneſs, and ſpoke to 


me in the following Manner. 


“The Church has not con- 
* demn'd the Doctrine of Pure 
Love in condemning my Book. 
That Doctrine is taught in all 
« Catholick Schools; but the 
Terms which I had made uſe 
© of to explain it were not pro- 
* per in a Dogmatical Work. 
„My Book is good for no- 
thing. I ſet no Value upon 
«it, It was the untimely Pro- 
duction of my Brain, and by no 
Means the Fruit of a divine 
* UnQion upon my Heart. 1 

9: . 
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& will not have you read it.” He: 
then told me all that I have be. 
fore related in ſpeaking of that 
Book, and explain'd the Matter to MW : 
me throughly. mr 
This Converſation remov'd my 10 
Uneaſineſs with regard to his Pet. th 


| ſon. Nevertheleſs my Doubts a- ar 


bout Religion increas d. I ſay 
that in reaſoning philoſophically 
one muſt either become Deiſt or 
Catholick. But ſober Deiſm ap. 
peard to me a more reaſonable 
Extreme than Catholicity. I fell 
into a deep Melancholy. Some 
Weeks paſs'd before I was able 
to ſpeak to him. He attempted 
ſeveral Times to diſcover the 
Thoughts of my Heart, and ap 
ply'd himſelf to it after ſo inſinur 


ting a manner, that I was not ablc 
by to 
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ſe WM to reſiſt him. I aid to him at 
e. W lat with a trembling Voice, 
at Your late Converſation has made 
to Ml aftrange Impreſſion upon me. All 
my reading and Reſearches are no 
ny longer of any uſe. I ſee plainly that 
er- ¶ there is no Medium between Deiſm 
a. MW and Catholicity, but rather than be- 
aw WW licve all that the Catholicks com- 
lly WW monly believe, I chuſe to throw 
or my (elf into the other Extreme. 
| intrench my ſelf in that pure 
Deiſm which is equally remoy'd 
from an inſipid Credulity, and an 
extravagant Incredulity. My Faith 
diſingag d from the Multiplicity of 
uncertain, ſubtil and ſhocking O- 
pinions confines it ſelf to the eter- 
nal, univerſal and immutable Re- 
ligion of Love. Every Man may 
perceive and feel the Truth of 
this 


| 
; 
f 
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this Religion, if he does but enter 
into his own Breaſt. 

How few are there, reply'd he, 
who are capable of entring ſo in. 
to themſelves to conſult the Dic. 
tates of pure Reaſon? Suppoſing 
that there are here and there ſome 
Men who might be able to walk 
in ſuch a purely intellectual Way, 


yet the Generality of Mankind are 


incapable of it, and have need of 
an exterior Help. The Mind is 
no leſs blinded by its refin d and 
hidden Paſſions than by thoſe of 
a groſſer Nature. Firſt Truths 
are very often overlook'd by the 
moſt philoſophical Genius's. There 
arc no fix'd Principles to be found 
that can ſtop them in that Tor. 
rent of Uncertainties which hut. 
ries them along. As in civil So- 

{ Cictics 
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er WY cictics it was neceſſary to put Rea- 
ſon into Writing : to reduce its 
he, MW Precepts into a Body of Laws; to 
in. eſtabliſh Magiſtrates for their Exe- 
ic. cation, becauſe all Men are not 
in a Condition to conſult and fol- 
low of themſelves the Law of 
Nature : So likewiſe in Religion, 
Men not being diſpos'd to hear with 
Attention, or to follow through 
Love the internal Voice of the 
Sovereign Wiſdom, nothing was 
more worthy of God than to 
ſpeak himſelf to his Creature in a 
ſenſible Manner, in order to con- 
vince the Incredulous, fix the Vi- if 
ſionaries, inſtru the Ignorant, and | 
reunite all in the Belief of the ſame | 
Truths, the Practice of the ſame | 
Worſhip, and in a Submiſſion to 
the ſame Church, Why do "_ 
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quarrel with a Help ſo neceſſary 
for human Weakneſs, and with. 
out which the moſt learned and 
polite Nations have fallen into the 
groſſeſt Errors with regard to the 
Deity and the Duties of Morz 
lity ? | 

The Philoſophy of Love, ſaid 
I, interrupting him haſtily, is com- 
mon to all Minds, to all Nations, 
to all Religions. We find the 
Traces of it even in the Boſom 
of Paganiſm. Simple and artleſ 
Souls have perhaps better prac- 
tisd it than the Philoſophers hayc 
talkt of it. Every Se& has mix d 
with it ſome abſurd Opinions. | 
find ſuch in the Bible as well as 
elſewhere. But excuſe me, my 
Lord, from talking upon this Head. 
I fear to ſpeak evil of things l 
know not. He 


' * meg. 
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He continued ſome time in Si- 
lence, and then anſwer'd me. 

He who has not gone through 
al thoſe Struggles which you feel 
in the Way to Truth is unacquaint- 
ed with its Value. Unboſom your 
ſelf to me. Be not afraid of 
ſhocking me. I ſee your Wound; 
It is deep, but not without Re- 
medy, ſince you lay it open. 

I proceeded thus: The Law- 
ger of the Jews appears to me 
to repreſent the Sovereign Being 
s a Tyrant, who makes all Man- 
lind miſerable, becauſe their firſt 
Parents ate of a forbidden Fruit. 
It was impoſſible that before their 
Exiſtence they ſhould have any 
Share in that trivial Fault, and yet 
nevertheleſs God puniſhes them for 
t, not only by bodily Sufferings 

and 
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and Death; but by giving then 


in 
over to all their Paſſions, and ino 
the End to eternal Torments. Ac 0 
cording to the common Belief WF, 
God forgets all other Nations of 
the Earth to mind only a ſtupid, 
rebellious, unjuſt and cruel People gi 
whoſe Doctrines and Manners ſe 
unworthy of the Deity. * 
A ſecond Lawgiver comes. Hg. 
Morality is more ſublime, and high 80 
Manners more pure. I do not ſi ne 
with certain bold Wits, that hg n 
was an Impoſtor. I believe hin. 
to have been an excellent Phil . 
ſopher, who had no other Vie or 
but to make Men good and hay ma 
py, by teaching them the tu ru 
Worſhip of the Supreme Being aul 
But the pretended Depoſitati 


of this Law have drown'd 
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in a Multitude of abſurd Fables, 
obſcure Doctrines, and frivolous 
Opinions, which make the Creator 
ppcar leſs amiable to his Creature, 
He heard me to the End with 
a wonderful Tranquillity, and then 
laid, | 
God has ſo temper'd the Light 
ind the Shade in his holy O- 
ncles, that this Mixture is a 
Source of Life to thoſe who ſeek 
the Trath in order to love it ; and 
m Abyſs of Darkneſs to thoſe 
who withſtand it, that they may flat- 
ter their Paſſions. The greateſt part 
of the Objections, you have been 
making, are falſe and malicious 
Turns, which are given by incre- 
dulous Men to Religion. Hear 
me, I beſeech you, with Atten- 
tion for one Inſtant, and I will 
give 
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give you another Plan of the f 
Bible. 


; God will have all his Creatures 10 
to love him as He deſerves, be. 41 
fore they be admitted to ſee him U ; 


as He is. The luminous Viſion 
of his Eſſence would invincibly 

. 3 1b 
determine us to love him; but he 
ſeeks to be lov'd with a free 


Love, a Love of pure Choice. "Tux... 
for this Reaſon that all free Be. un 
ings paſs through a State of Tria Hand 
before they arrive at the ſupreme ire 


Happineſs of their Nature. The 
Beginning of their Exiſtence is: 
Noviceſhip, a Time for the Pro. 
bation of their Loyc. 

The Angels and our firſt Pa 
rents having abusd their Liberty 
in a Paradiſe of Immortality and 


Pleaſures, God chang'd our Stat 
of 
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the e Trial into a mortal State, where- 


n Good and Evil are mingled to- 
ether; to the end that our Ex- 
xrience of the Vanity and No- 
hingneſs of the Creatures might 
carry us to aſpire continually after 
better Life. Since that Time 
ve all come into the World with 
1 Propenſity to Evil. Our Souls 
re condemn'd to earthly Priſons, 
which darken our Underſtanding, 
ind weigh down our Will. But 
through the Grace of the Redeemer, 
this Concupiſcence is not an invin- 
cable Violence which overpowers 
us; tis only an Occaſion of fight- 
ng, and thereby a Source of Me- 


Pr Wit. To love God in a State of 
It) Deprivation and Sufferings is more 
and i critorious, than to love him, as 


he Angels do, in a State of En- 
joyment 
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joyment and Pleaſures. Here j 
that Myſtery of the Crofs which 
gives ſo much Offence to. the [. 
magination and Self-love of pro- 
fane Men. 
We are all then born diſeasd; 
but the Remedy is ever at Hand 
to cure us. The Light which en pat. 
lightens every Man that comes in 
to the World is never wanting ne 
That Sovereign Wiſdom has ſpo pet. 
ken at different Ti mes and in dit cha 
ferent Places after different Man wi 
ners; to ſome by a ſupernatural Lay 
and the Miracles of the Prophets; 
to others by the Law of Nature the i 
and the wonderful Works of the yr ti 
Creation. © Every Man ſhall beit col 
« judg'd by the Law which bete 
« has known, and not by tht 
« which he has not known. No 
« one 
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Moreover, this Sacrifice of ſe 


ſus Chriſt, offer d up in Homag 
to the Divine Holineſs, his pic 
found Annihilation before the Su 
preme Being, and his infinite Loy 
of Order ſhall be the everlaſtin 
Model of the Love, Adoratio 
and Homage of all intelligent N. 
tures. 
They ſhall thence learn wha 
is due to the Infinite Being, whe 
they behold the Worſhip he pan 
| to himſelf by his holy Hum: 
| nity. | 
| The Religion of this ctern: 
| | High Prieſt conſiſts only in Chi 
{ rity. The Sacraments, the Cen 
S ' monies, the Prieſthood are but f 
= lutary Aids to ſuccour our Weak 
neſs, outward and ſenſible Sigr 
to increaſe in our ſelves and « 
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f ters the Knowledge and Love of 

our common Father; or in fine, ne- 
ceſſary Means to keep us within 
the Bounds of Order, Union and 
Obedience. 


Very ſoon theſe Means ſhall | 
ariel ceaſe; the Shadows ſhall diſappear 3 


the true Temple ſhall be open'd ; 
our Bodies ſhall be rais'd again glo- 
tous, and God ſhall communi— 
cate, eternally with his Creatures, 
not only as God, but under a hu- 
man Form too, that he may ſhew 
us at once both the Myſteries of 
tis Ellence and the Wonders of 
his Creation. 

You ſee here the general Plan 
of Providence, This is, fo to 
peak, the Philoſophy of the Bible, 
Can any Thing be more worthy 
f God, or give greater Conſola- 
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tion to Man than theſe high and 


noble Ideas? Ought we not to : 
wiſh them true, though we were Ne 
not able to demonſtrate the Truth Ml 
of them ? | 

May we not ſuppoſe, ſaid I then n 
to him, that Moſes and Feſus Chriſt Ml e- 
have form'd this fine Syſtem merely N ce 
as Philoſophers, and without any 
divine Miſſion 2 May they not have 
feignd an Intercourſe with the 
Deity, not to deceive Men, but 
to gain Credit to their Law, and 
to make us good and happy by 
inſtructing us in true Morality ? 

To this he anſwer'd me: M. 
ſes and Jeſus Chriſt have provid 
their Miſſion by ſupernatural 
Works, which bear the Charac 
ters of an infinite Wiſdom and 
Power. 


ik {hal 
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I ſhall ay nothing of the Mi- 
racles of Moſes, nor of the un- 
corrupted Tranſmiſſion to our time 
of thoſe Books which contain the 
Hiſtory of them. You will ſee 
that Matter excellently well treat- 
ed in Monſieur de Meaux's Diſ- 
courſe upon univerſal Hiſtory, He 
has ſhewn the continu'd Chain of 
Tradition from the Beginning of 
the World, and has ſtrengthned 
it by Reflections, which equally 
diſcover the Greatneſs of his Ca- 
pacity and of his Knowledge. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of the Events 
forctold in thoſe antient Books, 
which requir'd not only a divine 
Wiſdom to foreſee them, but an in- 
finite Power to accompliſh them. 
Such was the Converſion of the 
Gentiles to Chriſtianity , an E- 


K 2 vent, 


Caverns, but before the Face of a 
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vent, which depending on ' the 
free Co-operation of Man, de- 
monſtrates plainly that the God 
who reveal'd it had an incommu— 
nicable Power over his Heart. But 
without entring into the Particu- 
lars of thoſe Facts, which fo evi 
dently prove that the Few? Law 
was given from above, I come di- 
realy to Chriſtianity, In demon- 
ſtrating the Truth of the latter we 
eſtabliſh the Authority of the for- 
mer, ſince the Chriſtian Lawgiver 
has ſuppos'd it divine. 

The Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt 
were not done in a Corner, in 
impenetrable Hiding-places, or deep 


whole People, who were Ene. 
mies, and incredulous. They were 


afterwards publiſh'd and renew d 
by 
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by the Apoſtles in many different 
Nations, who were powerfully in- 
tereſted to make the Cheat appear in 
caſe they had been counterfeit. Our 
Lord feeds a Multitude of People 
with four Loaves. He recovers the 
Incurable with a ſingle Word. He 
calls up the Dead from the Grave, 
He raiſes himſelf from Death. Every 
Thing is notorious and publick, and 
in which the leaſt Impoſture might 
have been eaſily diſcover d. Here 
was nothing of deluſive Arts to be- 
witch the Eyes, no Legerdemain, 
nor ſubtle Operations of Phyſical 
Science; the Facts were all pal- 
pable and viſible, contrary to the 
common Laws of Nature. The 
Simple and the Learned were e— 
qually Judges of them, and need- 
K 3 ed 
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ed only to open their Eyes to be 
convinc'd of their Reality. 
Moreover, all he does carries the 
Marks of an infinite Goodneſs and 
Power which acts without Often. 
tation, and which ſeems to do its 
Wonders as it were unawares, and 
out of meer Compaſſion to Men, 
either to relieve their bodily Miſc. . 
ries, or to cure their Minds. The \ 
great End of his Miracles was to | fe 
eſtabliſh the true Worſhip of the e 
Deity. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf aſſures i f 
us, that the Deſign of them is to ME n 
lead Man in to his own Hear, t. 
there to ſeck for the Evidencs i , 
of his Doctrine, the End and n 
the Completion of which is Ch. x 
rity. 15 1 


In 


In 
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In fine, the principal Eyc-wit- 
neſſes of theſe miraculous Deeds 
cannot be ſuſpeted. Tis poſſible 
that Men through Infatuation and 
Prejudice may ſuffer all Sorts of 
Hardſhips in the Defence of ſpe- 
culative Errors, becauſe they may 
in good earneſt be perſuaded that 
thoſe Errors are Truths; but that 
Men without any View of Plea- 
ſure or Ambition, of temporal or 
eternal Recompence, ſhould expoſe 
themſelves to all Kinds of Cala- 
mities in this Life, and in the End 
to the revenging Juſtice of a God 
who hates Falſhood, to maintain 
that they have heard with their 
Ears and ſeen with their Eyes ſuch 
Things as never were : This diſin- 
tereſted Love of Evil is abſolutely 
incompatible with human Nature, 

K 4 and 
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and can never be ſuppos'd, eſpeci- 
ally in Men who paſt their Lives 
in practiſing and teaching the moſt 
ſublime Morality that was eyer 
heard of. | 
Do we find theſe three Marks of 
Truth in the pretended Miracles of 
the Magicians and Impoſtors, of 4p- 
pollonius and Mahomet ? They may 
out of Oſtentation have preſented 
the People with ſome publick Shew, 
in order to ſurprize, amuſe, and cap- 
tivate them; But have they done 
any Miracle ſo publickly notorious, 
ſeen by ſuch Witneſles, deſtin'd to 
eſtabliſh ſo pure a Morality 
The Religion of Moſes confi. 
der'd ſeparatcly, and. without Re- 
ſpect ro Chriſtianity, might poſli- 
bly be ſuſpected of politick Views. 
It might be ſaid, that the Magi 
cians 
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cians of Egypt having imitated a 
Part of the Wonders wrought by 
him, he only excell'd them in the 
Magick Art. But in the Religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt there is no Pretext 
for Incredulity, no Shadow of hu- 
man Policy, no Footſtep of world- 
ly Intereſt. The Miracles of the 
Lawgiver cvince his Miſſion to be 
divine, and the Purity of his Law 
proves that his Miraclcs were not 
deluding Enchantments, When a 
Legiſlator has a Mind to deceive 
Men by falſe Miracles, and to bring 
them under his Government by 
abuſing their Credulity; does he 
invent a Religion which mortifies 
tic whole Man, makes him | be- 
come an Alien and a Stranger to 
himſelf, overthrows the Idolatry 
of Self. love, obliges us to love 

3 God 
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and can never be ſuppos'd, eſpeci- 
ally in Men who paſt thcir Lives 
in practiſing and teaching the moſt 
ſublime Morality that was eyer 
heard of. | 
Do we find theſe three Marks of 
Truth in the pretended Miracles of 
the Magicians and Impoſtors, of Ap- 
pollonius and Mahomet ? They may 
out of Oſtentation have preſented 
the People with ſome publick Shew, 
in order to ſurprize, amuſe, and cap- 
tivate them; But have they done 
any Miracle ſo publickly notorious, 
ſeen by ſuch Witneſles, deſtin'd to 
eſtabliſh ſo pure a Morality } 
The Religion of Moſes confi. 
der'd ſeparately, and without Re- 
ſpect to Chriſtianity, might poſſi- 
bly be ſuſpected of politick Views. 
It might be ſaid, that the Magi 
cians 
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cians of Egypt having imitated a 
Part of the Wonders wrought by 
him, he only excell'd them in the 
Magick Art. But in the Religion 
of Telus Chriſt there is no Pretext 
for Incredulity, no Shadow of hu- 
man Policy, no Footſtep of world- 
ly Intereſt, The Miracles of the 
Lawgiver cvince his Miſſion to be 
divine, and the Purity of his Law 
proves that his Miraclcs were not 
deluding Enchantments, When a 
Legiſlator has a Mind to deceive 
Men by falſe Miracles, and to bring 
them under his Government by 
abuſing their Credulity'; does he 
invent a Religion which mortifies 
the whole Man, makes him be— 
come an Alien and a Stranger to 
himſelf, overthrows the Idolatry 
of Self. love, obliges us to love 


Ks God 
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God more than our ſelves, and 
not to loye our ſelves but for his 
Sake? Jeſus Chriſt requires this 
Love of us, not only as an Homage 
due to the Sovercign Perfection, 
but as a neceſſary Means to our 
own Happineſs. 
Jeſus Chriſt has taught us to 
' look upon this Life, this infinitely 
| ſhort Moment of our Baniſhment 
here below, as the Infancy of our 
Being, and as an obſcure Night 
in which all the Pleaſures we meet 
with are but tranſient Dreams, and 
all the Evils we feel but whol- 
; fom Bitterneſſes to make us loath 
this World, and preſs forward 
to our true and native Country, 
Penetrated with the Senſe of our 
Nothingneſs, our Inability, and 


Blind neſs, he would have us con 
tinually 
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d tinually preſent, and expoſe our 
s ſelves before the Being of Beings, 
to the End that he may impreſs 
again his Image upon our Souls, 
and may embelliſh us with his 
own Beauty, that he may 'enligh- 


being, as he gives us Being, Rea- 
ſon as well as a Life, well order'd 
Love, and true Light, and may 
thereby produce in us all the Vir- 
tucs whether human or Divine, till 


conſummate us in his divine U- 
nity. 

This is that Worſhip in Spirit 
and in Truth of which the Goſpel 
ſpeaks ; the Worſhip which Man 


Ideas, when it is once diſcovered 
K 6 to 


at length being made totally con- . 
formable to him, he abſorb and 


finds ſo agreeable to his natural 
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to him : A Worſhip nevertheleſs 
of which we ſcarce ſee any Traces 8. 
in the moſt refin'd Paganiſm. It ¶ ar 
was but late and after that Chril- Wl di 
tianity had enlightened the World, MW G 
that the Pagan, Arabian, and Per. pe 
ſian Philoſophers borrowed this ſo 
Language, which they have always f. 
ſpoken imperfectly. te 
All is uniform in Jeſus Chriſt, MW T 
His Life is agreeable to his Doc- v 
trine. He does not think it e- «l 
nough to give Men the dry Pre. gi 
cepts of a ſublime Morality. He MW nc 
puts it himſelf in Practice, and ſets L 
us the Example of an accompliſh. tis 
ed Virtue which neither has nor Ml F. 
| pretends to any Thing upon Earth, 
His whole Life is but a Tiſſue of MW R 
Sufferings, a perpetual Worſhip, a 
| profound Annihiliation before the 
i Supreme 
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Supreme Being, an unbounded 
Submiſſion to the divine Will, 
and an infinite Love of Order. He 
dies at length as one abandon d by 
God and by Men, to-ſhew us, that 
perfect Virtue, ſupported by the 
ſole Love of Juſtice, can continue 
faithful in the midſt of the moſt 
terrible Sufferings, without the leaſt 
Tincture of ſenſible Delectation, 
whether heavenly or carthly. Where 
elſe can we ſee, either ſuch a Law- 
giver or ſuch a Law? We ſhall 
never find the true Worſhip of 
Love unfolded, purify'd, and prac- 
tis d in its Perfection, but by the 
Followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
Religion amongſt Men is the grea- 
teſt of all Miracles. In Spite of 
all the Power of Rome, in Spite 

of 
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of all the Paſſions, Intereſts, and 
Prejudices of ſo many Nations, ſo 
many Philoſophers, ſo many dif. 
| ferent Religions, twelve poor Fi. 
ſhermen without Art, without E. 
| loquence, without Power, publiſh 
and ſpread their Doctrine through. 
out the World. In Spite of a Per. 
ſecution for three Centuries, which 
ſeem d ready every Moment to e 
tinguiſh it, in Spite of continued 
and innumerable Martyrdoms of 
Perſons of all Conditions, Sexes 
and Countries, the Truth in the 
End triumphs over Error, purſu. 
ant to the Predictions both of the 
old and new Law. Let any one 
ſhew ſome other Religion which 
has the ſame Marks of a divine 
Prote&ion. A powerful Conqueror 
may eſtabliſh by his Arms the Be. 
| lief 
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lief of a Religion which flatters 


ind 

ſo e Senſuality of Men; a wiſe Le- 
dif. giſlator may gain himſelf Atten- 
Fi. ton and Reſpect by the Ufeful- 
E. ness of his Laws; a Sect in Cre- 
lim eit, and ſupported by the Civil 
gh. MW Power, may abuſe the Credulity of 
er. the People; all this is poſſible. 
ich But what could victorious, learn- 
ox. W cd, and incredulous Nations ſee 
ied vo induce them fo readily to ſub- | 
of nit to Jeſus Chriſt, who promis d 
des MI them nothing in this World but 
the Perſecutions and Sufferings , who 
u. propos d to them the Belief of My- 


ſteries which ſhock the Under- 
ſtanding of Man, and the Practice 


ich Jof a Morality which ſacrifices all 
ine Noor darling Paſſions? In a Word, 
ror I Faith and a Worſhip which drive 
3c. our Reaſon and our Self. love to 
ief 3 the 
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the Extremity of Deſpair? ; 
« not the Converſion of the 
« World to ſuch a Religion, with. 
c out Miracles, a greater and more 
cc incredible one, than even the 
« greateſt of thoſe which ſome 
« rcfule to believe. 


To this I reply'd, 

I am deeply affected, my Lord, 
with what you ſay : Neverthe 
leſs I find my ſelf inclin'd to look 
upon ſuch diſtant Facts, as whit 
may poſſibly have been exaggerated, 
alter d, or invented by Prieſts and 
Politicians, who make uſe of Re. 
tigion to keep the People in Sub. 


jection. 


* St, Auguſlin. 
1 There 


{\ 
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There is no Room to doubt, 
anſwer'd he, of the Truth of theſe 
Facts. The Books which contain 
me Hiſtory of them were recciv'd 
1nd tranſlated by great Numbers of 
people of different Countries as 
ſoon as they appear'd ; they have 
been read in publick Aſſemblies in 
almoſt all Nations from Age to 
Age: And yet no Body ever tax d 
them with being falſe; neither 
Jews, nor Pagans, nor Hereticks, 
who were powerfully intereſted to 
oppoſe them, and to make the Im- 
poſture appear. The Jews indeed 
aledg'd, that Jeſus Chriſt had per- 
form'd his Miracles by the Power 
of Magick, but they never rejected 
them as Forgeries. The Pagans 
could no more diſallow theſe Facts 
than the ZFews, Celſus, Porphyry, 

Julian 


4 
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Julian the Apoſtate, Plotinus and 
the other Philoſophers, who 
from the Beginning attack'd Chril. 
tianity with all imaginable Subtil. 
ty, acknowledg'd the Truth of our 
Lord's Miracles, the Sanctity of 
his Life, and the Authentickneſ; 
of thoſe Books which give us the 
Hiſtory of them. Laſtly, the nume: 
rous and ſucceſſive Sectaries, which 
in every Age have diſturb'd the 
Peace of the Church, unconteſtably 
prove, that it would haye been im- 
poſſible to corrupt the ſacred Ori. 
ginals without a Diſcovery of the 
Impoſture. So that if we go back 
from Age to Age to Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, .we ſhall ſee Chriſtians, 
Hereticks, eus, Paggns, Greeks, 
Romans and Barbarians, all giv- 
ing Teſtimony to the ſame Facts 

| and 
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and to the ſame Books, As the 
Certainty of our Ideas depends 
upon the Univerſality and Immu- 
ability of their Evidence; ſo the 
Certainty of Facts depends upon 
the Univerſality and Immutability 
of the Tradition by which they 
are confirm'd. It is impoſſible to 
make firſt one whole Nation, and 
aſterwards many different Nations, 
believe, that they have ſeen with 
their Eyes, and heard with their 
Ears, ſuch Things as never were; 
ri. that the Memory of theſe invented 
the Facts ſhould be perpetuated open- 
ck h. ſacceſſively and univerſally in 
rit all Ages by different Nations, of 
ns, oppoſite Intereſts, Religion, and 
ks, Prejudices; that theſe Nations 
iv- ſhould conſpire with their Ene- 
as mies to ſpread abroad a Deluſion 
nd which 
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which confounds and condemy 
them, and that nevertheleſs neithe 
at the Time of the Forgery, ng 
in the Ages following it ſhould inc 
ver be diſcover'd; this, I ſay, Nine. 
not only incredible, but abſolute e « 
impoſſible. 

I am charm'd, faid J then 
him, to ſee this united Force 9 


the Arguments drawn from N u 
Miracles and moral Doctrine Moon 
the Legiſlator, from the in warm 
Spirit of his Law, and the oubeca 
ward Wonders wrought for th: 
Confirmation of it. The lone 
and mercenary Ideas which on 
commonly entertain d of Relig, 


on, were, I thought, unworthy 
of a divine Miſhon, I ſuſped 
ed the Miracles of the Law-give 


while I was unacquainted wit 
=, 37 


F 
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lemn 
eithe 
„ 0 
ulde 
ay, 
lute] 


he Beauty of his Law, But why, 
y Lord, do we find in the Bible 
ich a ſhocking Contraſt of lu- 
ninous Truths and obſcure Doc- 
ines? I ſhould be glad to ſeparate 
ie ſublime Ideas, of which you 
ave been ſpeaking, from thoſe 
hings which the Pricſts call My- 
cries. 

Wherefore, anſwer'd he, would 
ou reject ſo many luminous 
Truths, which conſole the Heart, 
cauſe they are mingled with 
Shades, which humble the Under- 
anding ? Ought not the true Reli- 
pon to elevate and abaſe Man, 
0 ſhew him at once both the 
tandeur and the Weakneſs of 
Nature? you have as yet too 
row a Notion of Chriſtianity. 


wi: is a my , = Law to pu- 
In NA I rify 


en i( 
Cc 0 
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rify the Will, it is alſo a myſteriMWBuſ 
ous Wiſdom to ſubdue the Under Hs 
ſtanding. "Tis a continual Sac wu 
fice of the whole Man, in Homag ure 
to the ſovercign Reaſon. The P bey 
\ tice of Chriſtian Morality is a refer 
| nouncing of Pleaſures for the Loy 
| of the ſupreme Beauty. The Beli 
of the Goſpel Myſteries is a reſped 
ful Sacrifice of our Ideas to ty 


eternal Truth. Without this douWlicv« 


ble Offering of our ThowghtW\lin 
and Paſſions the Holocauſt is im Mn) 
perfect, our Victim is defeQtiveWyhe 


It is by this Means only that th ther 


v hole Man is as it were annihilaW! 
ed before the Being of Beings. Ou 
Buſineſs is not to enquire whe 
ther it be neceſſary that God ſhoulq hof h 
thus reveal Myſteries to us for thi 
humbling of our Minds. Ou 
Buſineſ 
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der Buſineſs is to know whether he 
der Mas reveal'd any or not. If he has 
aciMjouchſafed to ſpeak to his Crea- 
nag ure, all that love him will o- 
PracfWhcy his Voice. You are to conſi- 
reer the Chriſtian Revelation as 
ou: Fact. Since you no longer 
clic eoubt of the Proofs of this Fact, 


penn are no longer at Liber- 


they to chuſe what you will be- 
don leve and what not. When the 
gut lind is once curd of its Pre- 
; imWhmption, all thoſe Difficulties, 
ave whereof you have brought toge- 
t th mer ſome Inſtances, vaniſh in a 


muſt 


Moment. We can then caſily be- 
lere that there is a Depth in the 
divine Nature, and in the Conduct 
of his Providence, which is not to 
Ide fathom'd by the ſhort Line of 
dur Reaſon. The infinite Being 
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muſt of Neceſſity be incomprehen. 
ſible to the Creature. On the one 
Hand we bchold a Legiſlator, 
whoſe Law is altogether divine, 
and who proves his Miſſion by mit 
culous Works, of which we can. 
not -doubt, ſince the Reaſons we 
have to believe them are ſo ſtrong 
and cogent. We find on the 0. 
ther Hand diverſe Myſteries which 
ſhock our Underſtanding. What 
ſhall we do between theſe two per: 
plexing Extremes of a clear Revelz. 
tion, and an incomprehenſible Ob. 
ſcurity > We have no way left but 
to ſacrifice our Underſtanding, and 
this Sacrifice is one Part of the 
Worſhip due to the . ſovereign 

Being, 
Has not God an infinite Varicty 
of Knowledge which we have 
not! 
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en. not? When he diſcovers any of 
dne his Secrets to us by a ſupernatural 
tor way, our Buſineſs is not to exa- 
ine, mine the Manner of thoſe Myſte- 
ira. ties, but the Certainty of their Re. 
an-. 1clation. - They ſeem to us incon- 
wel fitent, without being ſo in Reali- 
ons ty; and this ſeeming Inconſiſtency 
o. zriſes from the Scantineſs and nar- 
ich row Limits of our Underſtanding, 
hat Ml which cannot reach to ſee the Con- 
per. nexion of our natural. Ideas with 
ela · teſe ſupernatural Truths. | 
Ob. Chriſtianity adds nothing to 
but jour pure Deiſm but the Sacrifice 
and Wot the Underſtanding, and the Ca. 
theWtholick Faith does but compleat 
eign Minis Sacrifice, Pure Love and 

tumble Faith are the whole of 
iety ihe Catholick Religion. We have, 
Have properly; {pcaking, but rwo Articles a 


„4 eee LVA rad of , 
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of Religion, the Love of an in. 


viſible God, and Obedience to his 5© 
living Oracle the Church. Ale 
the other particular Truths are emi. 2 
nently contain'd in theſe two ſim. in 
ple and univerſal ones, which arc N: 
within the Reach of every Cap: e 
city. Can any Thing be more ih 

tha 


worthy of the divine Perfection, 
or more neceſſary for the Weak: rot 
neſs of Men? 8 

I then ſaid: I have no longer 
any Difficulty about the incom- 
prehenſible Doctrines of Faith, but f 
about certain Opinions which have 
unawares crept in among the 
Prieſts and the People. May nat 
the Chriſtian Law as well as the 
Fewiſh have been obſcur'd by un 
certain Fraditions? I am perſuad 


cd that the Church will nevet 
teac 
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„each any Errors which are dan- 
ni  gcrous or damnable ; but may ſhe 
Au dot tolerate certain innocent Er- 

. W cors, as being uſeful and neceſſary 
Gn in the preſent Weakneſs of human 
Nature? Such, for Example, is 


* the Notion of eternal Puniſhments. 
nor Nothing would be more dangerous 
ion Iman to free the Minds of Men 
eat. MW from this ſalutary Fear. But there 


i nothing in the natural Ideas we 
have of the Deity, nor even in 
the holy Scripture to hinder us 
from believing, that ſooner or la- 
ter all Beings will return to Order. 
This was the Solution which Ori- 
gen hit upon to juſtify all the Steps 
of Providence. This furniſhes an 
Anſwer to all the Objections which 
Celſus, Mr. Baile, and all other 
Unbelievers, whether ancient or 

L 2 modern, 
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modern, have form'd againſt the 
Chriſtian Syſtem. Leave me but 
this ſingle Idea; I give you up all 
the reſt. | 

No, no, ſaid he, I will leaye 
you no Refuge to elcape the 
Sacrifice of your Underſtand. 
ing. Should we ſuppoſe, that the 
Church might tolerate ſome inno. 
cent Miſtakes, yet ſince ſhe will 
never teach any dangerous Error, 
which can juſtify a Rebellion, 
and the throwing off our Depen- 
dance, why do you delay to ſub. 
mit, and to loſe in the Incom- 
prehenſibility of God all thoſe 
vain Speculations, which might 
limit and ſet Bounds to your O- 
bedience > This Life is but a 
dark Night, in which we are not 


allow'd to reaſon upon the Secrets 
of 
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he of the divine Nature, or the im- 
ut Wl penetrable Deſigns of his Provi- 
all W dence. One Moment more, and 
all will be unveild, God will ju- 

ve Wl fifty his Conduct. We ſhall ſee 
he WW that his Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 
d- neſs are always concordant and in- 
nc Wl ſeparable. Tis our Pride, and our 
10- Impatience which make us unwil- 
ling to wait for this unravelling. 
Inſtead of uſing that Ray of Light 
which is left us, as a Guide to lead 
us out of our Darkneſs, we loſe Low | 
tin a Labyrinth of Diſputes, Er- 12 — U 
tors, chimerical Syſtems, and par- L i 
ticular Sects, which not only di- of Aa == 
ſturb the preſent Peace of human 
Society, but indiſpoſe us for the 
tue Life of all intelligent Na. 
tures, who have no Underſtanding 
or Will of their own, but are 
L 3 enlightned 
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enlightned by the ſame univerſil 
Reaſon, and are moved and ani. 
mated by the ſame ſovereign Love. 
Hitherto you have ſought to pol. 
ſeſs Truth. Truth muſt now cap. 
tivate and poſſeſs you, and ſtrip 
you of all the falſe Riches of your 
Underſtanding. Before we can 
be perfect Chriſtians, we mult be 
diſappropriated of every Thing, e. 
ven of our Ideas themſelves. No 
Religion but the Catholick teaches 
this evangelical Poverty. Impoſe 
then Silence upon your Imagina. 
tion, and your Reaſon. Say con. 
tinually to God; Inſtruct me by 
the Heart and not by the Under: 
ſtanding: Make. me believe as the 
Saints have believd : Make me 


love as the Saints have lovd. By 


this Means you will be ſecurd 
* from 
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from all Fanaticiſm, and from all 
Incredulity. 

It was thus that Monſieur de 
Cambray made me ſee, that a ſo- 
ber thinking Deiſt muſt of Neceſ- 
ſity become Chriſtian, and that a 
Chriſtian cannot reaſon philoſo- 
phically without becoming Catho- 
lick. 

He diſcours'd with the ſame 
Strength of Reaſon upon the 
Proofs of natural Religion, as up- 
on thoſe of reveal d. We have 
two Treatiſes upon that Head 
printed ſince his Death, The Be- 


ing of God, and his Letters upon 


Religion, ſome of which were 
written to the Duke of Orleans, 
who always honour'd this Prelate 
with an unvaried Friendſhip. 


| 4 Men 
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Men of a dry and abſtracted Way 
of thinking are not ſufficiency 
ſenſible of the Value of theſe two 
Pieces. Monſieur de Cambray knew, 
that the Diſtemper of the greateſt 
Part of thoſe who doubt, is not in 
their Underſtanding, but in their 
Will. He accompanies all his 
Arguments with ſuch Reflections 
as are proper to touch, and engage 
the Heart. He tempers the Dry. 
nels of metaphyſical Reafonings 
with an Unction, that foftens: and 
bends the Will, at the fame Time 
that i it Fo * enn! 
All the Pilaciplesiof the moſt 
ſublime Philoſophy are to be 
found in the two Treatifes above- 
mentioned. This I ſhall make ap- 


pear by giving the Analyſis of his 
„ * Proofs 
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Proofs of the Being of a God, 
the Liberty of Man, the Neceſſity 
of a divine Worſhip, and the Im. 
mortality of the Soul, 

I ſhall make uſe, as far as I am 
able, of his own Words, and ſhall 
only perfect what he has written, 
by what I have had from his 
Mouth. Tis no improper Digreſ- 
ſon to relate his Way of think- 
ing, while I am writing the Hi- 
tory of his Life. 


There muſt of Neceſſi- 7% Being of 
ty be ſomething eternal, 9 
Nothing could not produce the 
Things which are. That Being 
which exiſts of it ſelf is fot ho 
other Reaſon eternal, but becauſe 
it carries within it ſelf the Neceſ- 
ity of its Exiſtence.” All finite Be- 
L 5 ings 


248 The LIFE of 
Men of a dry and abſtracted Way 

of thinking are not ſufficiency 
ſenſible of the Value of theſe two 
Pieces. Monſieur de Cambray knew, 
that the Diſtemper of the greateſt 
Part of thoſe who doubt, is not in 
their Underſtanding, but in their 
Will. He accompanies all his 
Arguments with ſuch Reflections 
as are proper to touch, and engage 
' the Heart. He tempers the Dry. 
neſs of metaphyſical Reafonings 
with an UnQion, that ſoſtens and 
bends the Will, at the fame Time 
that it W e N * een 
ing. © | 
All the Principlesiof the moſt 
ſublime Philoſophy are to be 


found in the two Treatiſes above- 
mentioned. This I ſhall make ap- 


pear by giving the Analyſis of his 
| Proofs 
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Proofs of the Being of a God, 
the Liberty of Man, the Neceſſity 
of a divine Wor ſhip, and the Im. 
mortality of the Soul, 

I ſhall make uſe, as far as I am 
able, of his own Words, and ſhall 
only perfect what he has written, 
by what I have had from his 
Mouth. Tis no improper Digreſ- 
lon to relate his Way of think- 
ing, white I am writing the Hi- 
tory of his Life. 


There muſt of Neceſſi- 7% Being of 
ty be ſomething eternal, 9 
Nothing could not produce the 
Things which are. That Being 
which exiſts of it ſelf is fot ho 
other Reaſon eternal, but becauſe 
it carries within it ſelf the Nece(- 
ity of its Exiſtence. All finite Be- 

L 5 ings 
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ings may either be or not be, Ml {, 
Every ſuppoſed infinite, which 
-1s not ſupremcly infinite, or in- 
finite in all Reſpects, has no. 
thing in it ſelf to make it exiſt 
preferably to an infinite of a ſu. 
perior Degree; ſo that its Exit MW 4 
tence is not neceſſary. The ſelf. Ml jj 
exiſtent Being, the infinite Being, MI (|, 
the abſolute Infinite, are therefore MI tie 
"ſynonymous Terms. It is for this MW 6; 
Reaſon that God defines himſelf, MW fir 
He that is. re 
|  Multiplicity is poor in its ſeem- I hi 
ing Abundance. The abſolute Wl fir 
Infinite is ſupremely One, and fu- WW on 
premely All. He is all Being. 
and not all Beings. He exiſts, I th 
knows himſelf, and loves himſelf I ſel 
always alike, He contains all that ¶ be 
is real in all Beings by an indivi- in 
ſible 


- 
re, 
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ſible Simplicity, and not a Com- 
poſition of Parts. He knows all 
that is knowable in knowing him- 
ſelf, He loves all that is lovely 
in loving himſelf, He can do 
all that is poſſible by the ſimple 
Act of his Will. We do not ſee 
his Efſence, but we have here a 
clear Idea of his eſſential Proper- 
ties. It is, I confeſs, but an in- 
finitely ſmall Perception of the in- 
finitely great Being, but it is a very 
real one, and ſuch as diſtinguiſhes 
him from all other Beings, whether 
finite or infinite, in one Reſpect 
only. 

Since the abſolute Infinite is 
the only Being which exiſts of it 
lelf; Since finite Beings cannot 
be (mall Parts taken off from his 
indiviſible Subſtance; it neceſſari- 

= ly 
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ly follows, that he has a real Pow. 
er of making that to be which 
was not before. We have no l. 
dea of this creating Power, but 
ſuch a Power there muſt be in 
God, or the Exiſtence of finite Be. 
ings would be impoſſible. 

The Action by which God has 
created all Things is never diſcon. 
tinued. Tis plain, that he every 
Moment gives Being, becauſe he 
can every Moment take it away. 
Now he cannot take it away but 
by ceaſing to give it, or by giving 
Nothing: But Nothing cannot be 
communicated. The Preſervation 


therefore of the Creatures is a per- 
petual Gift, that is to ſay, a con: 
tinued Creation. A Being which 
holds its Exiſtence in Dependance, 
cannot but be dependant in its 

1 Ope- 
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Operations. The Creatures act, 
as they exiſt, Their Activity as 
well as their Being is eyery Mo- 
ment communicated to' them. 
What a wide Field of Truth is 
here open'd to the Mind? 

It is God alone who creates all, 
and he is the (ole Agent in his 
Work. It is he, who being every 
where preſent, gives Form and 
Motion to the Corporcal World, 
Light and Love to the Intellec- 
tual, It is he who makes the one 
intelligible, and the other intel- 
gent. It is by him alone that 

. they 


* 
1 4. * * dc td r 


_ 3 


N. B. This Syſtem has no Affinity with 
that, which holds, that God is not only the 
Cauſe of all our Senſations, but likewiſe: their 
immediate Object. To ſpeak in the odd fun- 
aſtick Language of thoſe Philoſophers, when 

| we 


| 
| 
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they correſpond to each other, 
purſuant to certain general Lays, 
which he has eſtabliſh'd for the 
Preſervation of Order and Union 
in his Works. 

Second Cauſes arc but the mere 
Occaſions of his Action, which 
we don't perccive becauſe of its 
Dclicacy, and which we falſly at. 


_—_— 


» 


we feel Pain, it is the ideal Finger which is 
prick'd by an intell;gible Pin, both of which 
are portions of the intelligble Extenſion, or of 
the divine Subſtance, as repreſentative of Mat- 
ter, The new Spinoſiſts have hence taken 
Occaſion to ſay, that according to the new Phi- 
loſophy, there is but one Being, who reunites 
in his Subſtance as Attributes both intelligible 
and intelligent Extenſion. And thus it is that 
certain ſubtil Genius's, ſubtilis'd even to Levity, 
have carried the Philoſophy of Malebranche to 


Impiety contrary to the Intention of the Au- 


thor. 
| F tribute 
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tribute to the Creatures and to our 
ſclyes, thereby uſurping the Rights 
of the Divinity. There is no Sha- 
dow of real Power in finite Be- 
ings, but that of our Liberty, by 
which we arc enabled to conſent, 
or not to conſent, to the Divine 
Action, which illuminates, excites, 
and moves us. 

The Impulſe which is given us 
by God towards Good in gene— 
ral, is the Ground and ,,, of Li- 
Eſſence of the Will, and #9. 
the Spring of all our Loves. But 
this Impulſe never carrics us irrc- 
ilibly towards any particular 
Good. We can always ſtop to 
cxamine whether the Good that 
preſents it ſelf be real or i- 
maginary, whether according to 
Order, or contrary to it, whe- 

ther 
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ther good in it ſelf, or on 
pleaſing to us. We can by Con- 
ſequence give way to the Action 
of God upon us either from vir 
tuous or ſenſual, rational or plea. 
ſurable Conſiderations, from a re- 
verential Regard to his adorable 
Perfections, or from the Reliſh of 
our agrecable Senſations. Here 
we ſce the twofold Spring, by 
which our Liberty is explain'd. 
This Power of conſenting to 
the divine Action does not ſup- 
poſe an infinite Strength in the 
Creature. It produces neither the 


Object, nor the Action of the Ob- 
ject, nor the Motion towards the 
Object. Our Action is of it (elf 
always barren. The Action of 
God is what alone produces all 
out luminous and 'beatifying-Per- 

| ceptions. 
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ly Wl ceptions. It is the one only 
n- Wl Source of all the Truths, and of 
n I all the Pleaſures by which we are 
ir- moved. This Activity (or this 
-1- Power of chuſing), like our Be- 
re. ing, is a continued Gift of God. 
le We have a Being different from 
of bis, and in like Manner we have 
re I in Adtivity diſtinct from his. But 
by {Ws our Being cannot exiſt indepen- 
dently of his, ſo neither can our 
to ¶ Aaion produce any Thing with- 
up- out his. His Action does all in 
the Hal according to certain Laws 
the Nvhich he has eſtabliſh'd. 
b. The univerſal Rule by which 
God communicates himſelf to free 
beings, is to do it more or leſs, 
they more or leſs give Way to 
Action. When the Creature 
Ins, it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe 
| it 
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it endow'd with a Strength equal MW ©; 
to the Creator's, whereby it may gt. 
put a Stop to the Action of God; ¶ nin 
it is God himſelf who ſtops. He ple 
ceaſes to act, becauſe the Terms Ml Ide 
or Condition upon which he als on! 
is wanting. 8 ma 

The Sight of the a cap 
Good, diſplay d without Coveringi ” 
or Veil, would invincibly deter-M wh 
mine every finite Intelligence, to his 
Cleave and adhere to it. But this fern 
the Creatures might do, either to vit 
pay Homage to its infinite Perfcc-W ve 
tion, or in Order only to the En-M uon 
joyment of Happineſs. To ſep ton 
rate theſe two Sorts of Love is to bou 
commit a Sacrilege. No Mc pen 
thod was more worthy of the di 
vine Wiſdom for the confirming 


us eternally in the pure Love of 
Order, 
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Order, than to raiſe us to it by a 
State of Trial, wherein we have con- 


tiaual Occaſions of ſacrificing our 
pleaſurable Senſations to the pure 


Idea of his infinite Perfection. The 


only Reaſon then why he has 
made us free, is that we might be 


capable of Pure Love. 
This is the Worſhip 7% ng 


which God exafts from 7, a. 
his Creature, and the e- 


ternal Condition of our Union 


vith him. Order requires that 


we would love his infinite Perfec- 


tion more than our finite Perfec- 


tion, Every Creature is but a 
bounded, communicated and de- 
pendent Good : Whereas the 
rſt Being is properly the only 
Good, the Source of all other 
Good, the unbounded and inde- 

pendent 


' 
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pendent Good. Our Love of this 
Good ought likewiſe to be a pe. 
culiar Kind of Love, the Source 
of all our Loves, a Love without 
Bounds, and independent of all 
other Loye. On the contrary, the 
Love of our ſelves ought to bee 
Love deriv'd from this primitive 
Love, a Rivulet from this Source, 
a bounded Love, a Love propot- 
tioned to the ſmall Portion of 
Good which is fallen to our Lot. 
This is that true Worſhip from 
which God cannot diſpenſe any 
intelligent Creature, and without 
which he cannot unite himſelf to it 
God is All, and we are but a meer 
Nothing, cloath'd with a ſmall Par- 
ticle of borrow'd Being. That 


Self which we love ſo dearly is 


. foto ſpeak, but a little Part which 
| ſecks 
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i (ccks to be the All, and falſly : 
i * | 
challenges divine Honours. The 

[dol muſt be thrown down, that 
it may be reduc'd to its own little 
u Face. When this Foundation is 
once laid, the whole Edifice will 


the 
Elias it were of it ſelf. We ſhall 
ive ind the whole of Religion un- 
ce, dbided in our Heart. 

ot. The Exiſtence of God, the Li- 
e beny of Man, and the true Na- 
of 

of Jure of religious Worſhip being 
Z osce eſtabliſhd, the Immortality 
om - | 
any ofthe Soul neceſſarily follows from 


theſe three Principles. 
We are capable of 7% imme. 
knowing and of loving oy oY 
o Infinity. , God could = 
aye no other End in creating a 
Being with ſo vaſt a Capacity but 
o make himſelf known to ĩt 8 
| the 


which he has created for no c 
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the ſovereign Truth, and to make n 
himſelf loy'd by it as the univerſal M n 
Goodneſs. Man does not in this by 
Life accompliſh this Deſign of his 

Maker. All his Employments and 
Occupations here below are un-M 0, 
worthy of ſo noble a Capacity, M cj 
Now it is impoſſible that God we 


| ſhould create Beings to know and R. 
to love him to Infinity, without Li 
ever fulfilling the Deſign of their 4 
Creation, unleſs they render them-W Io 
| ſelves incapable of it by their own the 
Fault. gay 

This Inconſiſtency would be in-M ind 
finitely unworthy the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God who cannot de. 
ſtroy a Being that loves him, and 


ther End but to love him. Sup 


« poſing then, that the Soul- were 
matcrial 
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material and mortal by its Na- 
ture, it might become immortal 
by Love. 

It was thus that Mon/zeur de 
Cambray brought Atheiſts to be 
Deiſts, Deiſts to be Chriſtians, and 
Chriſtians to be Catholicks, by a 
well connected Chain of Ideas and 
Reaſonings which abounded with 
Light, and with noble Sentiments. 
All his Arguments center'd in the 
Love of Order, and all flow'd from 
thence. This great and noble Idea 
gave Strength, Beauty, Elevation 
and Unity to all his Principles. I 
do not pretend here to demon- 
rate the Truth of this Syſtem; 
but I intreat the Incredulous to 
new me another, all the Parts of 
which are ſo cloſely knit together, 


TY « Syſtem fo fruitful in luminous 


Con- 
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Conſequences, and ſo ſatisfactoty 
to the Mind and Heart. 

I have ſaid enough of Monſieur 
ae Cambray as a Philoſopher and 
as a Biſhop; I ſhould now ay 
ſomething of him as an Acade. 
miſt. He was choſen a Member 
of the French Academy in the 
Year 1693, while he was Pre. 
ceptor to the Duke of Burgunqj, 
The Diſcourſe he pronounc'd upon 
that Occaſion is a Model in that 
Kind. His Telemachus, admird 
by all Nations, and tranſlated into 


almoſt all the Languages of Europe, 
his Dialogues upon Eloquence, his 
Letter to the French Acadeny, 
and his Dialogues of the Dead, 
diſcover equally the Beauty of his 
Genius and the Nobleneſs of his 
Sentiments. 


Hs 
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7 His Notions of Eloquence are 
not leſs admirable than his Doctrine 
ur upon Love. The ſame Unity of 
1d Principles is to be ſeen throughout 
ay both. His Aim in Eloquence, 
ec. as well as in Reaſoning, is to lead 
et Men back to pure Nature, to make 
ic them ſeek the ſublime in what is 
e. imple, to make Pleaſure ſubſervi- 
. vient to Virtue, and things agree- 
able to that which is honourable 
at M and praiſe-worthy. 
fi He reduces therefore all the 
o MW Rules of true Eloquence to paint- 
e, ig, proving, and moving the 
is Paſſions. The only Embelliſh- . | 
„ ments with which a true Orator | 
4, dadorns his Diſcourſe are bright I. | 
is W dcas, and noble Sentiments, which 
she cloaths with clear and natural 
| Expreſſions, He thinks, he feels 
s 1 what 


— U —W—WAs , — — — 


— oc — 


make them think, feel, and love. 


muſt anſwer him, but never ſay 


\ 


ture would ſay, if it ſpake in 
them. He does not reject bold 


 fieur de Cambray would have us imi. 
tate the Raphaets and the Caraches, 
| whofollow'd pure Nature in every 
Thing, without ſecking to make 
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- what he thinks, and his Words 
follow of themſelves. 


To paint well in ſpeaking, Moy. 


' their Imagination admir'd, by port. 
ing with the Pencil. He would 
have his Orator converſe with all 
the Beings that ſurround him, 
even the . moſt inanimate, He 
would have him animate them, 


He muſt ſpeak to them, and they 
any Thing but what ſimple Na- 


Figures, lively Images, nor lovely 


Deſcriptions ; but he would have 
all 


ds 
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all the Beauties of a Diſcourſe be - 
like the Beauties of a Building, 
where the neceſſary Parts are turn- 
ed into Ornaments. 

In order to prove, he would have 
his Orator be a correct and accurate 
Genius, a thorough Philoſopher, |. 
who never thinks any Thing fine 
but what is true, who knows how 
to place the great Principles in 
their proper Point to be ſeen, that 
from this Point, as from the Cen- 
ter, they may throw a Light upon 
the whole Diſcourſe. He would 
have every Truth be in its own | 
Place, all preparing the Way for, 
leading and ſupporting one another 
ſucceſſively , and that the whole 
ſhould make but one finiſh'd 
Picce, 


TW In 
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In order to move the Paſſions I Ir 
Monſieur de Cambray holds it ne. WW nc: 


eeſſary to join noble Sentiments | up 
with clear Ideas. One muſt be ac. Pe 

+ quainted with the Heart of Man, It 
know all the Springs by which it is wi 
mov d, and be deeply affected our liſſ 
ſelves with what we would preſs gu. 
upon others, to the End that the flo! 
Heart may ſpeak to the Heart ab! 
while the Underſtanding ſpeaks to Mc 


| the; Underſtanding. The true OM | 
, : Tator, according to Monſieur di acct 
Cambray, muſt be ſo animated, 1 
viſh'd and tranſported with the 
Love of Truth and Virtue, as tc 
forget himſelf, and to diſappear Mal 
that he may preſent nothing el I. 
to the Mind of his Hearer, ciple 
By this Idea of true Eloquenci Plait 
he teaches us to know the falſe] muc 
Inſtead 


Monſ. de FEXE LON. 269 
ons Inſtead of lively Deſcriptions, and 


ne. natural Images, it is wholly taken 
ents UP with ſtudied Antitheſes, rounded 
ac Ml Periods, and glittering Ornaments. 
lan, It ſeeks only to tickle the Ear 
it h with harmonious Sounds, to po- 
our liſh, adorn, and purify its Lan- 
guage. It is not ſenſible that a 
florid Style, how foft and agree- 
able ſoever, can never riſe above a 
Mediocrity. 

Moreover, the fa ſe Eloquence, 
according to him, inſtead of bright 
Truths, ſeeks nothing but witty 
Thoughts, and delicate Conceits. 


Manner. 
It never goes back to firſt Prin- 
ciples. It cannot be ſatisfied with 


. 5 ä 
— —— = * 3 — ————— _ p—— — — — 


— — @» 


— 


He deſcribes it in the following 


jene plain Reaſon. It ſprinkles too 


falſe] much Salt upon every Thing. It 
ſea 1 knows 


| 
| 
ll 
| 
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_ knows not that too much Delica. 
cy degenerates into Subtility, that 
a nice Taſte is averſe to all Ex. 
ceſs, even of Wit it ſelf; that it 
arguss a want of Wit to be de. 
ficous of ſhewing too much, and 
that the beſt Proof of Plenty, is 

the knowing when to retrench. 
On thæ contrary, the true ſublime 
is ſo ſimple, ſo natural and fami. 
liar, that it ſeems the moſt obyi- 
ous Thing in the World, and every 
one is apt to imagine, that hc 
ſhould have hit upon it without 
any Effort of Thought; neverthe. 
leſs few ate ſo happy, becauſe 
none but thoſe of ſuperior Ge. 
nius can ſimplify themſelves e- 
nough to follow pure Nature in e. 


very Thing, 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, the falſe Eloquence ſub- 
ſtitutes ſpeculative Notions, in the 
Place of noble and affecting Sen- 
timents ; dry and elaborate Sen- 
tences, inſtead of thoſe lively and 
natural, Motions of a Soul ſmitten 


with the. Love of Truth and Vi- 


tue. He who thinks Self love the 
Source of all Virtue, will never 
ſay any Thing that is great or 
noble, He will always be ſhut 


up, within himſelf, a Sphere tog 


natroy for a bold, noble and ſuh- 
lime Flight. 

Monſieur de Cambray practisd 
his own Precepts. He paints, he 
proves, he moves the Paſſions. 
He is accus d of ſtepping ſome- 
times too haſtily from the firſt to 
the laſt, 'Tis true that he does 
not always give himſelf the Time 

M 4 to 


— eg, 4 — — — 
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to diſſect and anatomize the Truth, 
till it becomes as it were a dry 
Skeleton in his Hands. He af. 
cends to firſt Principles, thence 
deſcends to his Conſequences, and 


diſplays at one Stroke the whole 
Chain of Reaſoning ; then converts 


all to moving and affecting Senti- 
ments, and ever leads the Heater 
into his own Hcart. 


Monſieur de Cambray had ſtu- 


dy'd the Antients of all Kinds, 
Poets, Orators, and Philoſophers, 


He was well acquainted with their 
Faults, and with their Beauties. 
He admir d the noble Sentiments, 
and lively Imaginations of the 


- Greeks and Romans, He allowed 


that they knew not, like the Mo- 
derns, that Order in Reaſoning, 
which begins by ſimple Principles, 

goes 
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goes on by Degrees to more com- 
plex Ideas, and which follows the 
Truth through all its Relations by 
a geometrical Chain of Conſe- - 
quences. They made their Way 
to Truth by leaping and bound- 
ing, and often reach'd the Sub- 6. 
lime without knowing the inter- 
mediate Truths which are the 
Steps to it. Tis thus that they 
have ſpoken of the Love of Truth 
and Virtue for their own Sakes, 
in a much nobler Manner than 
our Moderis.- 

Monſieur-de- Fenelon, in the lat- 
ter Years of his Life, had an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing in an emi- 
nent Manner all the Virtues of a 
good Common-wealth's Man, his 
Love for his Country and for 
Strangers, 

M 5 The 


| 
| 
| 
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The Year 1709. was a Year of ex. 
traordinary Scarcity. The Army in 
Flanders was unprovided with Ma. 
gazines. Monſieur de Cambray gave 
all the Country an Example of vo. 
luntarily furniſhing Corn for the 
Subſiſtence of the Troops. 

The War drawing near to Can. 
bay in the following Years, he 
became the Admiration of the Ar. 
my by his Charity for the Sick 
and Wounded, and by the noble 
Hoſpitality of his Houſe, which 
was open to all the Officers. 

After the Battle of Malplaquet 
he filled not only his Palace with 
wounded Officers, but his Semi- 
nary too, which was then empty 
by the Abſence of the young Ec- 
cleſiaſticks. He made every thing 
be provided for them, that was 


Acceſſary 
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neceſſary for their Cure and t their 
Nouriſhment, | Nay,, his Charity 
went ſo far as to hire Houſes far 
their Receptign when | there was not 
ſufficient Room in his own. Mk 
People would have thought ſuc 

an Expence exceſſive, at 2. Time 


when his Revenues were yery | 


much leſſen'd by the Neighbour- 
hood of the Army ; but the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Unfortunate were 
the only Mars of his Liberz- 
lity. 5 
It was not to Perſons of DiL. 
tinction only that his Houſe Was 
open: It was likewiſe Fl Place of 
Refuge: for the pooreſſ People. 
The. ſudden Motions of the Ar- 
mics, and the Diſorders that una- 
voidably attended them, o oblig d 
bande wha Villages to rr 


| 
| 
| 
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that Safety within the Town which 
was not to be found in the open 
Country. The Archiepiſcopal Pa. 
lace was the Place of Retreat for 
as many of the Unfortunate as 
could be lodg'd in it. Neither 
the painful Sight of their wretched 
Condition, nor their infectious Di. 
ſtempers could abate the Zeal of 
this Prelate. He walk'd up and 
down amongſt them like a good 
Father, and teſtified by his Sighs 
how much his Heart was mov'd 
with Compaſſion. His Preſence, 
and his Words ſcem'd to alleviate 
their Miſeries. 

The Veneration in which he 
was held was not confin'd to the 
French Army alone. He was no 
leſs reſpected by the Enemy. The 
Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eu. 

gene, 
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gene, and the Duke of Ormond 
prevented him with all Sorts of 
Civilities. They ſent Detach- 
ments to guard his Meadows and 
his Corn. They caus'd his Grain 
to be tranſported and convoy'd to 
ed WM Cambray, left it ſhould be ſeiz d 
i- MW and carried off by their own Fo- 
of W ragerss When any Party of the 
nd Enemy had learnt that he was to 
od take a Journey within his Dioceſe, 
hs they ſent him word that he had 
'd MW no need of a French Convoy, that 
de, they would eſcort him themſelves, 
tc WM Even the Huſſars of the Imperial 

Troops did not fail to do him 
nc this Service: Such a commanding 
ic Power has true Virtue over all 
Hearts. He was no where ill 
ic treated and calumniated but in his 
4 | own Country. All the other Na- 
e 3 tions 


| 
| 
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tions of Europe held him in equal 


try better than he: But he could 


Veneration. He on the other 
Hand loyd and made much of 


Strangers. He receiv'd them with a 


ſingular Cordiality and Diſtinction, 
of whatever Religion they hap- 
pen'd to be. He took a Pleaſure 
in diſcourſing with them of the 
Manners, Laws, Government, and 
great Men of thcir Country. He 
never made them feel any Want 
they might have of that Delicacy 


of good Breeding, for which the 


French are ſo remarkable. On the 
contrary he us'd often to ſay, Po- 
liteneſs is common to all Nations, 
The Ways of expreſſing it gre dif 
ferent, but aulfenau in their Na- 


jure. 


No Man ever loy'd his ' 


5 not 


in 
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not bear to have the Intereſt of it 
purſued by violating the Laws of 
Humanity, nor to have it extol- 
led by leſſening the Merit of other 
Nations. & I love my Family, 
ſaid he, © better than my ſelf ; f 
« I love my Country better than 
« my Family; but I love Man- 
« kind better than my Country. 


For the laſt Years of the War 
he kept open Table for all Officers 
as well Foreigners as French, who 
were drawn to Cambray, by the 
Charms of his Converſation. The 
Duties of Hoſpitality, and perform- 
ing tze Honours of his Houle, be- 
came a Work of Labour to him, 
by reaſon of the great Number of 
Perſons who came to ſee him, and 


of the Multiplicity of his other 


Em: 
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Employments. However, he went 
through all with perfect Eaſineſs, 


Politeneſs and Tranquillity. 

After the Death of the Dau- 
phin of France, (the King's Son) 
All the French Noblemen, who 
paſs d through Cambray, to go to 
the Army, redoubled their Civili- 
ties to the Archbiſhop. Their E- 
ſteem of his perſonal Qualities 
was increas d by the Deſire they 
had to pleaſe the Duke of Bur. 
gundy, with whoſe Thoughts and 
Diſpoſitions in relation to him they 
were well acquainted, Monſieur 
de Fenelon continued fill in the 
ſame Simplicity and Freedom of 
Mind. His Soul was raiſed too 
high, above all the Objects of hu- 
man Ambition, to be dazzled with 
them. He made no other uſe 
£ | of 
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of the Eſteem Men expreſſed for 
him, but to do them good. His 
Picty had ſomething in it ſo loye- 
ly and ſo noble at the ſame Time, 
that it drew the ReſpeR of the moſt 
Incredulous, and even ſeem'd to 
ſuſpend their Doubts. He talk'd, 

he ſported, he amus d them from 
a Spirit of Charity, ſeaſoning all 
his Difcourſe with ſhort and lively 
KkReflections, that inſpir'd the Love 
nd Jef Virtue. Thus he put himſelf 
into all Shapes without ever loſing 
his eſſential Form. 

* Nothing is more worthy of Ad- 
of miration than the Facility with 
oo which he ſuffer d himſelf to be in- 
terrupted in any Buſineſs he was 
ih about, that he might communicate 
e himſelf to all, and give himſelf 
of up W to the Diſcharge of 
thoſe 
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thoſe Duties, which daily, and 
even hourly occurr'd, as it were, 
by Surprize and unexpectedly, for 
the Exerciſe of his Patience and 
Mceekneſs. An ordinary Virtue 
is diſconcerted, fretted, and dil. 
conrag d when it cannot purſue its 
Rules and its Methods. Afonſeur 
de Cambrays Virtue was noble, 
free, regular in all, its. Steps, het 
without being a Slave to Times 
or Places. It was thus that one 
Day being diverted from à Work 
he had a Mind to finiſh, to pay the 
neceſſary Civilities to one of his 
Friends, who was leaving Can. 
bray, and his Friend having ex- 
cus d the Interruption, the Arch- 
biſhop reply d, Be in no Concern, 
« you do me more good by in- 
< terrupting me, than I ſhould 
* hayc 


4 
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* haye gajn'd by purſuing what I 
* Was about. 


Tho' he was naturally haſty and 
eaſily moy'd, yet in the midſt of 
all his. Croſſes and Misfortunes, | 
eſpecially. at the Time of his Di- 
ſpute with the three Biſhops, be- 
ing totally reſign'd to God, and 
thoughtleſs of what. xegarded him- 
ſelf, he continued the ſame Sere- 
nity, Frankneſs, Equanimity, and. 
was as affable, as preſent to him- 
ſelf, and as attentive to others, as 
if he had had no Cauſc of Unea- 
ſineſs. 

Politeneſs, which is oftentimes : 
but an empty Shew, by which we 
ſeek to make our ſelves the Idols 
of other Men, and to make them 


ſetviceable to our Intereſts, was in 
him 
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him the Effect of a Self-forgetful. 
neſs, and of a Deſire to give him. 
ſelf wholly to others, that he might 
make them good. It was a 82. 
crifice of his own Will to prevent, 
pacify and moderate their Paſſions, 
a kind of Worſhip which he paid 
to the Images of God. And thus 
have I ſeen him transform the moſt 


common Offices of Humanity into 


divine Virtues. 
He had the Art of putting him- 


| ſelf upon a Level with the Under. 


ſtandings of all thoſe he conversd 
with, ſo as never to have more 
Wit than they. Nay he would, 
as it were, give Wit to others, by 
ſeaſonably concealing his own to 
make theirs - appear, and to pro- 
duce thre Talents that were in 


them. I haye ſecn him in the 
| Spacc 
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ul- W Space of one Day aſcend and de- 
m. ſcend to all Ranks of Men, con- 
ht I verſe with the Great, and ſpeak * 
5 their Language, ever maintaining 
nt, I the Epiſcopal Dignity ; afterwards 
ns, diſcourſe with the Simple and the 
ad Little, like a good Father inſtruct- 
aus I ing his Children. This ſudden © 
oft W Step from one Extreme to the 
nto other, was without AﬀeRation or 
Effort, but as of one who by the 
Extenſiveneſs of his Genius reaches 
to all the moſt oppoſite Diſtan- 
ces. 

This Sublimity of Genius was 
accompanied with a Simplicity of 
Heart much ſuperior to all his Ta- 
lents. There are few Men who can 
bear a near Inſpection. There is 
a certain Point of View from 
whence they muſt be look d at. 


At 


— 
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him the Effect of a Self-forgetful- 


neſs, and of a Deſire to give him- 


ſelf wholly to others, that he might 
make them good. It was a Sa- 
crifice of his own Will to prevent, 
pacify and moderate their Paſſions, 
a kind of Worſhip which he paid 
to the Images of God. And thus 
have I ſeen him transform the moſt 


common Offices of Humanity into 


divine Virtues. 


He had the Art of putting him · 


ſelf upon a Level with the Under- 
ſtandings of all thoſe he convers d 
with, ſo as never to have more 
Wit than they. Nay he would, 
as it were, give Wit to others, by 
ſeaſonably concealing his. own to 
make theirs appear, and to pro- 
duce the Talents that were in 


them. I have ſeen him in the 
Space 
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Space of one Day aſcend and de- 
ſcend to all Ranks of Men, con- 
yerſe with the Great, and ſpeak *' 
their Language, ever maintaining 
the Epiſcopal Dignity ; afterwards : 


diſcourſe with the Simple and the : 


Little, like a good Father inſtruct- 


ing his Children. This ſudden 


Step from one Extreme to the 
other, was without Affectation or 
Effort, but as of one who by the 
Extenſiveneſs of his Genius reaches 
to all the moſt oppoſite Diſtan- 
ces. 

This Sublimity of Genius was 
accompanied with a Simplicity of 
Heart much ſuperior to all his Ta- 
lents. There are few Men who can 
bear a near Inſpection. There is 
a certain Point of View from 
whence they muſt be look d at. 


At 


22» —ů — 
? 


w_ aw » an » 


J 
; neſles into Virtues. The Mixture 


—— 


} 


” traſt which heightens its Beauty, 
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| Man appear always alike, and 
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At a great Diſtance their good 

Qualitics diſappear; at a near View . 
' their Imperfections magnify. 'Tis . 
Simplicity alone which makes a 


which transforms even his Weak: 


of perfect and imperfect, which 
! we behold in a Soul quite naked, 
and which has no Turnings, nor 
Windings, nor Reſerye, is a Con- 


and is far beyond a Light without 
Shades, Monſieur de Cambray was 
Mafter of this Simplicity in an e- 
minent Degree. In defining it he 
gies us his own Picture with- 
out being aware of it. His Words 
me thee. 
Heres hy. Jg 


wy Sim- 
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Simplicity is the Rectitude of 
« a Soul which ſuppreſſes all uſe- 
leſs Reflections upon it ſelf and 
« its Actions. It differs from Sin- 
cerity, but is more excellent. We 
ſee many Perſons, who are ſin- 
« cere without being ſimple. They 
never ſay any Thing but what 
they think true. They deſire 
* not to paſs but for what they 
are, But they are continually - 
in fear of being taken for what 
they are not. They are ever at 
the Glaſs, to ſtudy and adjuſt 
* themſelves, to range their Virtues 
in due Order and Symmetry, to 
© meaſure and regulate all their 
* Thoughts and Words, leſt they 
* ſhould do too much or too lit- 
« tle. They are never eaſy with 


© others, and others are always 
d uneaſy 
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At a great Diſtance their good 

Qualities diſappear; at a near View . 
their Imperfections magnify. 'Tis M* 
Simplicity alone which makes a MW | 
| Man appear always alike, and 
' which transforms even his Weak- 
; Neſles into Virtues. The Mixture 
| 


of perfect and imperfect, which 
| we behold in a Soul quite naked, 
/ and which has no Turnings, nor 
| Windings, nor Reſerve, is a Con- 
' traſt which heightens its Beauty, 
and is far beyond a Light without 
Shades, Monſieur de Cambray was 
Mafter of this Simplicity in an e- 
minent Degree. In defining it he 
gies us his own Picture with- 
out being aware of it. His Words 
me thels. - 
„. ty. fury Gao 
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Simplicity is the Rectitude of 

« a Soul which ſuppreſſes all uſe- 
eſs Reflections upon it ſelf and 
its Actions. It differs from Sin- 
cerity, but is more excellent. We 
ſee many Perſons, who are ſin- 
cere without being ſimple. They 
never ſay any Thing but what 
they think true. They deſire 
not to paſs but for what they 
are. But they are continually  - 
© in fear of being taken for what 
they are not. They are ever at 
the Glaſs, to ſtudy 4nd adjuſt 
themſelves, to range their Virtues 
in due Order and Symmetry, to 
© meaſure and regulate all their 
Thoughts and Words, leſt they 
* ſhould do too much or too lit- 
« tle, They are never eaſy with 
« others, and others are always 
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e quird Virtucs and exterior A 


uneaſy with them. There i; 
nothing eaſy, frank, or natur; 
about them. 
« A Perſon full of Imperfec 
tions, but who does not ſeek te 
hide them, nor to dazzle the Ey 
with falſe Appearances, wht 
has no Affectation of Parts, o 
Virtues, or graceful Behaviou 
who ſeems to have his Thought 
no more upon himſelf than upo! 
others, who ſeems to have for 
gotten that Je/f of which v 
are ſo jealous, and to be as 
were a Stranger, with Rega 
to himſelf ; ſuch a Perſon is: 
finitely agreeable, notwithſtan 
ing all his Faults.” On the co 
trary, a Man of good Parts, a 


. compliſhments, if he be too pt 
06 « cil 


Monſ. de FENELON, 289 


« ciſe, if he ſeem always Bun f 
« on himſelf, and affects to excel 

« in all he ſays or does, is a diſ- 
« ouſtful, tireſom Perſon, whom | 
no Body can bear. God and 
Man in this Reſpect have the 

0 « ſame Taſte. 


How agreeable and charming 
ſoever Monſieur de Cambray's Con- 
verſation was in publick, it was in- 
finitely more ſo in private with his 
Friends. Divine Love was in him 

x mu incxhauſtible Source of the 
pureſt, the tendereſt, the moſt ge- 
nerous Friendſhip. I cannot bet- 
ter deſcribe the Sentiments of his 
Heart, than by a Letter he wrote 
to his Pupil the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. 


N. . „ Dine 
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vine Eriendſhip, ſays he 
to this Prince, ' is not 
ee always accompanied with a ſen- 
4 ſible Fondneſs, but it is hearty, 
intimate, faithful, conſtant, and 
4 effectual. It has too its Tender. I] © 

ce neſſes, and its Tranfports. A 

ec Soul devoted to God would 

« be no longer liable to the Dri. 

« neſs and Reſervedneſs which the 

« falſe Delicacies, and humour- 

« ſom Incqualitics of Self dove are 
. & ſabje&t to. Love would make 
d us bear cvery Thing, ſuffer eve- 
4 xy Thing, hope every Thing for 
| 4 our Friend. It would ſurmount 
| & all Uneaſineffes, From the!“ 
; 4 Center of the Heart it would 
ee ſhed it felf abroad upon the 
| „ Senſes. It would melt with 


#0 "rs for the Misfor- © ] 
5 tunes 


( 


wa - 
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e tunes of others, not conſidering : 
« its own as any Thing. It would 


« conſole, it would wait, it would 


« ſuit it ſelf to every Circum- - 
e ſtance ; become little wich the 


« little, great with the great; weep ; 
« with thoſe that weep, rejoyce 


« with thoſe that rejoyce. It 
« would become all Things to 
« all Men, not by a conſtrain'd 
«© outſide Appearance, and a dry 
© ceremonious Complaiſance, but 
from the Abundance of the 
« Heart, in which divine Love 


« would be a living Source to fur- 


« niſh it with all the Sentiments 
© and Diſpoſitions of the moſt af- 
« feftionate and ſubſtantial Kind- 
« neſs. Nothing is ſo dry, ſo :; 
« hard, ſo cold, fo cloſe, as a 
Heart, which loves only it ſelf, 7 

_ nn Nothing 
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« Nothing is ſo tender, ſo open, 
« ſo ſenſible, ſo meek, ſo lovely 
e and ſo loving as a Heart, which 
<« is poſleſsd and animated by di.. 
vine Love. F 


Monſieur de Cambray us'd an in. 
finite Delicacy in his Conduct and 
Way of Carriage with his Friends. 
He ſaw their Faults, and bore 
with them, with great Mildnels 
and Sweetneſs of Temper. He 
waited the proper Moment of FF 
ſpeaking, laid hold of it when . 
it came, and knew how to ſeaſon .. 
his Advice in ſuch a Manner 5 
that the moſt unpleaſing Truths 7 
never gave Offence. . 


| f 
« It · is oftentimes, ſaid he, our. 
ovn Imperfection, which makes 
| 5 uw 


akes 
c us 
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us reprove the Imperfections of 
« others. Tis a ſharp-ſighted, pe- 
« netrating Self. love, which ne- | 
ver pardons the Self-loye of ano- 
« ther. The Paſſions of other Mei 
« ſeem infinitely ridiculous, and in- 
« ſupportable to him who is giv- 
« en up to his own, Divine 
Charity makes great Allowances ' 
« for the Weakneſſes of others; 
„bears with them, and treats 
« them with Gentleneſs and Con- 
« deſcenſion, It is never over- 
« haſty in its proceeding. The 
* leſs we have of Self-loye, the 
* more eaſily we accommodate our 
* ſelves to the Imperfections of 
others, in order to cure them 
* patiently. We never make an 
* Inciſion without putting a great 
deal of Balm upon the Wound; 

N We 
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« We don't yenture upon an Ope. 
« ration, but when Nature her 
« {ſelf diſcovers, that ſhe prepares 
« for it. We ſhall wait whole 
« Years for a favourable Oppor- 
« tunity to give one ſingle Piece 
« of wholſom Advice. 


Nothing can be finer, than what 
he makes Socrates ſay, upon this 
Head, to Timon the Man-hater, 
in his 1 of the Dead. 


« A Man of imperfott Virtue 
e ſinks under the Weight of other 
« Men's Imperfections. Such a 
« one ſtill loves himſelf too much 


4 to bear with what is contrary to 
ce his own Taſte, and to his own 


„ Mixims, Self. love will no more 


© endure to be contradicted by 
Vice 
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„Vice than by Virtue. Imper- + 
* fet Virtue is captious, cenſo- : 
« rious, ſour, ſevere, and impla- : 
cable. Perfect Virtue is always 
uniform, meek, affable, and 
« compaſſionate. It takes every 
« Burthen upon its ſelf, and thinks 
« of nothing but doing good. It, 
« is this Principle of Diſintereſted- 
© neſs with regard to our felves, 
« and of Compaſſion for others, 
* which is the true Bond of 80. 
4 ciety. 


This ſweet and mild Diſpoſition 
did not however hinder Monſieur 


ade Cambray from ſpeaking the 


Truth to ſuch of his Friends, who 
were able to bear it. His firm 


Behaviour in this reſpect, and his 
thorough Acquaintance with the 
N 4 Heart 
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Heart of Man, will be equally ſeen 1 
by the following Lette» ' 7 


8 HE main and predominant II « 

<« Diſpoſition of your Heart, 1 
« and which you have nouriſh'd e-. 
e yer ſince your Childhood, is an 
« unbridled Self. love, diſguis'd un- 
« der the Appearance of an he- 
* roick Delicacy and Generoſity, 
« You are deſirous entirely to for. 
«« get your ſelf, that you may de- 
« vote all your Attention to o- 
* thers; but this Forgetfulneſs 
c tends to make you your own 
Idol, and the Idol of all thoſe 
« for whoſe ſake you ſeem to for 
« get your ſelf. Self. forgetfulneſs 
« js ſomething ſo great and noble, 
« that even Self. love deſires to 
< imitate it, and thinks no Glory © | 

A COIN- 


cn comparable to that of not ſeek: 
« ing any. In reality, what can 
« be more ſweetly flattering to a 
ant WW © diſcerning and delicate Self- love; 
art, “ than to ſee it ſelf ſo highly 
le- © applauded, as to have the Repu: 
an tation of not being Self. love. 
un- 
he- As Monſieur de Cambray- usd 
ity. W this Frankneſs in ſpeaking to his 
or- Friends, ſo he was: deſirous they 
de. ſhould uſe the ſame with him 
o- ¶ Sec the Manner in which he writes 
els to them. 
wn | 
oſe J Requeſt you, more than ever, 
ot not to ſpare me in telling 
ck me my Faults. Tho you ſhould 
ble, “think you diſcover a Fault in me, 
to | © which perhaps I have not, the 
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ory * Misfortune will not be great. 


m- N 5 wn þ Is: 
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« If your Intimations and Adyice 
4 offend me, I ſhall thereby ſee 
te that you have reach'd the Quick, 
& And thus you will ſtill do me a 
« great Benefit by inuring me to 
. © Reproof, and to a Chriſtian 
* Lowlineſs of Spirit. The higher 
I am raisd by my Character the 
%, more I onght to be humbled. 
% have need of this Simplicity, 
and I hope, that far from weak 
ce ning our Union, it will be 
Means to ſtrengthen it. 


Neither Abſence nor Diſtance d 
could leſſen Monftetr de Cambrays Nl 
* Friendſhip. During the whole 

Time of his Exile, he ſcarce ever 
had a Siglit of any of his old 
Friends. But he realiz d their Pre. 
ſence by the tender Affection of 
a Heart, 
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a Heart, which unites it (elf to 
what it loves in the divine Im- 


menſity. 


“Let us all dwell, ſays he in a 
Letter to his Friends, © in our 


« only Center, where we conti- 
* nually meet, and are all but one 


and the (ame Thing. Weare 


very near, tho we ſee not one 
another; whereas People who 
„ hourly fee each other, and are 
in the fame Chamber, yet live 
Hat a great Diſtance. God re- 
* unites all, and brings together 
the remoteſt Points of . Diſtance 
* with regard to thoſe Hearts that 
are united in him. O! what 
an ugly Thing it is to be 7wo, 
three, four. We ſhould be but 
one, I am for nothing but U- 

N 6 <« nity. 


it 
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ce nity. All counting beyond that 
& proceeds from Diviſion. Fie up- 
« on it! Friends; this ſpeaks a 
ce Plurality ; they are diverſe, and 
* conſequently there is little Love 
ce betwixt them. Self, or what one 
* calls J, loves it ſelf too much 
« to be able to love Him and Her. 
« Let us then be all united, by 
*© not being any thing, but in our 
common Center, where all is 
« One without Diſtinction. Let 
ce this be tlie Place of our Ren. 
ce dezyous, and our common Dwel.- 


- « ling. It is in this indiviſi- 


« ble Point that China and Ca- 
© nada touch each other. The 
« being depriv'd.of ſeeing you does 
« not fail to affect me very ſen- 
te ſibly: But I muſt bear it peace. 
« ably ſo long as God thinks fit, 
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c and even to Death if it be his 


« Pleaſure. 


He held every thing in com- 


mon with his Friends, and was 


but one Heart, and' one Mind 


with them. O! what a beautiful; 


cgpectacle would it be, ſaid he 


frequently, “to ſee all Sorts of : 


* Goods in common, no Body 


„looking upon his Knowledge 


„and his Virtues, his Joys and his 


« Riches as his peculiar. Proper- 
* ty. Tis thus that the Saints in 
Heaven poſſeſs every Thing in 


God, without having any thing 


« of their own. Tis the Flux 


« and Reflux of an infinite Ocean. 
« of Good, common to all, which. 


« fatiates their Deſires, and com- 
« pleats' their Happineſs. Every 
: one 
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© one receives according to his Ca- 


te pacity, and returns back all. 


“ God is himſelf alone all things 
« in all, and no one has any thing 
. that is particularly his own. They 
<« are ſtript of all Property in this 
% Pofleſhion of the infinite Good. 
<« They are perfectly happy, by be- 
“ ing perfectly poor. If this Po- 
<« yerty of Spirit prevail'd among 
« Friends here below, and they 
* had all their temporal and ſpi- 
cc ritual good things in common, 
« we ſhould hear no more thoſe 
« cold Words of mine and thine, 
We ſhould be all at the ſame time 
« both poor and rich in Unity. 


| No Body was more perfectly re. 
: fign'dto' the divine Will than Mon. 
fleur de Cambray, yet no Body 

| Was 
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* was more ſenſibly touchd with 
1. the Loſs of his Friends. There 
sis a ſavage kind of Virtue which 
g takes a Pride in a ſtoical Inſenſibi- 
$| lity of Temper: True Virtue re- 
is sulates the Paſſions without ex. * 
d. tinguiſhing them, and can recon- 
e- cile the Sentiments of Humanity ; ; 
wich thoſe of Religion, ſo that: 
the one ſhall not deſtroy the other. 
Monſieur de Cambray us d to weep 
bitterly for the Death of his 
Friends, without either hiding his 
Fears, or endeayouring to with- 
hold them by the Strength of Phi- 
lofophy. What a lovely Sight : 
was it, to ſce this great Man be- 
come a Child by the Tenderneſs 
of Friendſhip! Yet in the midſt : 
of his Grief, he till preſerv'd his 
Tranquility, and comforted thoſe : 
who 
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who mourn'd like himſelf for the 
Death of a virtuous Friend. See 
the Manner in which he usd to 
"expreſs himſelf upon. theſe Occas 
ſions. 


Let us unite our ſelves in 
« Heart to him, whom we re. 


© gret. Tho' become inviſible, 
he is not far from us. He ſees 


c and loves us, and is touch'd 


„ with our Neceſlities. Safely 


« arriv'd himſelf in the wiſh'd for 
« Haycn, he prays for us. who 
<« arc ſtill expos d to Shipwrack. 
« He ſays to us with a ſecret 
« Voice, Haſten to rcjoin me. 
« Pure and holy Spirits ſce, hear, 
« and always love their true 
« Friends in our common Center, 


Their Friendſhip is immortal, as 


«c the. 


4 
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« the Source of it. Unbelievers 
« love nothing but themſelves, o- : 
« therwiſe they would grow def. 
« perate at the Loſs of their 


« Friends for ever, But divine - 


« Friendſhip changes our viſible : | 
« Fellowſhip and Commerce into 
« an Intercourſe by pure Faith. 


« It weeps and laments, but is 
« comforted at the ſame Time by 
« the Hope of meeting again its 
« Friends in the Region of Truth, 
* and in the Boſom of Love him- 
« ſelf... 

Let me give the Reader a ſhort 
Specimen: of another Style, but 
where the ſame tender Sentiments 
abound, He us'd a different Lan- 
guage in expreſſing the ſame things, 
according to the Taſte of thoſe to 
whom he ſpake. „ 

« True 
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i © True Friends are the greateſt 
„ Sweets and Bitterneſſes in Life. 
One would be tempted to wiſh, 
* © that all ſincere Friends could by 
Agreement die together the 
e fame Day. Thoſe, who love 
nothing, would bury all Man. 
„ kind with dry Eyes, and a con- v 
; © tented Heart, Such Men ate g 
„ not worthy to live. The Sen- 
* ſibility of Friendſhip is indeed A 
« 2Sonrce of muek Pain and Suf. W al 
* fering, but thoſe who have this I hi 
« genſibility would be aſham'd to li; 
«© be without it, and had rather hi 
&* ſuffer, than be inſenſible. 4 


Such was the Character of Aon. 
ſſeur de Cambray in Point of 


Friendſhip. How great and emi- 
| nent 
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nent ſoever the Talents of his 
Underſtanding were, he excell'd 
ſtill more in the good Qualities of 
his Heart. 


Towards the Year 1709, a 
young Prince ſpent ſome Time 
with him at his Palace, and in di- 
verſe Converſations they had to- . 
gether, liſten d to him with great 
Veneration and Docility. The 
Archbiſhop recommended to him 
above all Things, never to compel 
his Subjects to change their Re- 
ligion. Liberty of Thought, ſaid 
he to him, «is an impregnable 
« Fortreſs which no human Power 
can force. Violence can never 
* convince 3 it only makes Hy- 
« pocrites When Kings take 
upon 
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e upon them to direct in Matters 
< of Religion, inſtead of protect. 
« ing it, they Bring it into Bon- 
« dage. You ought therefore to 
« grant to All a legal Toleration, 
* not as approving every thing in- 
© differently, but fuffering with Pa- 
cc tience what God ſuffers, and en- 
& deavouring to reconcile the mil- 
te led by ſoft and gentle Perſua- 
* ſion. 


His- Diſcourſes to him upon 
Politicks were in the ſame Strain, 
in which Mentor ſpeaks to Tele- 
machus. He fet before him the 
Advantages he might draw from 
the Form of Government in his 
Country, and from the Regard- he 
was oblig d to have for his Senate. 


This 
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« This Tribunal, ſaid he, can do 
* nothing without you, Sir. Are 
you not powerful enough? You 
« can do nothing without it. Are 
« you not happy in being free to 
« do all the Good you would, 
« and to have your Hands ty'd, 
* when you would do amiſs? E- 
very wiſe King ſhould wiſh to 
* be only the Executor of the 
« Laws, and to haye his Power 
* moderated by a ſupreme Coun- 
« ſel, The paternal Authority is 
« the firſt Model of Government. 
« Every Good Father ſhould a& 
« in Concert with thoſe of his 
Children, who have the moſt 
« Wiſdom and Experience. 


It was thus that Mor/zeur de Cam: 
bray endeayour'd to promote the 


Hap- 
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Happineſs of other Nations, con- 
ſidering himſelf as a Citizen of 
the World. I ſhall give here a 
general Idea of his political Prin- 
ciples diſpers'd up and down in his 
Telemachus, and in his Dzalogues 
of the Dead, and with which he 
often entertain'd the young Prince 
before mention'd, during his Stay 
at Cambray. 


« All the Nations of the Earth 
« are but ſo many different Fa- 
e milies of one and the ſame Re- 
* publick, of which God is the “ i 
e common Father. The natural © 2 
„ and univerſal Law by whichF*t 
ehe would have each Family go-} © 
| « yern'd is 10 prefer the Publick N ti 

Good to private Intereſt. t 
« If 


is 
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n- « If Men were guided by this 
of AF © Law, every one would be ſway- ! 
a ed by Reaſon and Friendſhipin ; 
« the doing of what he does at : 
« preſent only for Intereſt, or 
through Fear. But we are ſo 
« blinded and corrupted by our 
« Paſſions, that we neither love 
nor underſtand this great Law. 
It has become neceſſary to ex- 
plain it, and put it in Execu- 
tion by national Laws, and con- 
« ſequently to eſtabliſh a ſupreme 
* Authority, which might judge 
in dernier Reſſort, and to which 
« all might have Recourſe as to 
« the Fountain of Political Uni- 
« ty, and Civil Order; otherwiſe 
lick “ there would be as many Arbi- 
* trary Governments as Men. 


„„ > PIs -pyc,., * > * 


« If | „Love 
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« Love of the People, the Pub. 
ce lick Good, the common Intereſt 
© of the Society, is then the im. 
© mutable and univerſal Law by 
« which Sovereigns are to rule, 
ce This Law is antecedent to all 
c Contract. It is founded in Na. 
« ture it ſelf, Tis the Source 
« of all other Laws, and the Rule 
« by which they ſhould be made. 
« He who governs, ought to pay 
« the moſt perfect Obedience to 
« this Primitive Law: He has 


m_ abſolute Power over the People, 


* but this Law ſhould have abſo. 
cc jute Power over him. The 
* common Father of the great Fa. 
< mily has committed the Care of 
ce his Children to him for no other 
« End but their Happineſs. His 


Intention is that one ſingle 
5 « Man 


* 
* 
* : 


4 ly; Aae. ; Defpotick Power 
0 
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Man fhould , miniſter by his 
% Wiſdom ita the: Felicity of ſo | 
« great a Numbet, and not that 
t ſo great a Nutaber ſhould ſerve 
« - by theit Miſery to flatter the : 
«Pride of one Man. It is not 
for his own Sake that he is | 
made à King by God, but on 
eto be the Guardian of the Peo- - 
ple; and he no father wor- 
thy of the Royal Dignity than 
« as he forgets himſelf for the | 
« Sake of the Publick Good. 
The Tyranny of Princes, who 
« govern, by deſpotick Sway j a 
Violation ofthe common Rights 
* of Men, as Brethren. ,,” Tis an 
e entire overturning. of the great 
„ Law of Nature, to maintain 


and ſupport. which. i is. their on- 


I in 
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ct jn the Multitude is ſenſelefs 
« blind Power, which turns fran- 
ie tick and furious againſt- it ſelf. 
« A People that has been ſpoilt by 
« an Exceſs of Liberty is the moſt 
4 inſupportable of al Tyrants. 
« The Wiſdom of every Govern- 
* ment conſiſis in finding the 
Middle between theſe two 
ee dreadful Extremes, in a Liber- 
« ty which is bounded and re. 
« trained by the ſole Authority 
« of the Laws. But ſo blind are 
« Men, and ſo much their own 
Enemies, that they cannot con- 
« fine themſelves to this yale Me- 
« dium. 

« Sad Condition of bum Na 
ce ture! Princes, jealous of theit 
« Power, ate always for enlarg- 
Ang if. The People: fond of 

their 
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« their Liberty, are ever for aug- 
« menting it. It is better haw- : 
« ever patiently to ſuffer for the 
Sake of Order thoſe Evils which 
« are unayoidable even in the 
te beſt regulated States, than to 
« ſhake off the Yoke of all Au- 
* thority, and to abandon our : 
e ſelves to the wild Fury of the g 
« Multitude, who act neither by -: 
« Rule nor Law. When there- 
“ fore the ſupreme Power is once 
« lodgd, by fundamental Laws, 
“ in one alone, in a few, or in 
% nany, we ought to bear the 
« Abuſes of it, till we can find 
«.a- Remedy couliltcte wi os 
at. * 
All Sorts of een are 
© of Neceſſity imperfect, becauſe 
of 2 b ſupreme Authority muſt of 
in:! UW 3 _ « Necel- 
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«Neceſſity be truſted | in the 
Hands of ' thoſe who are but 
„Men. And all Kinds of Go- 


« vernment are good when the 


Governors act by the graat Lau 
«- of the  Pmblickh, Meal. In the 
Theory, fome certain Forms ap- 


< pear more eligible than others; 


but in the Practice we find, 
that the Inconveniences to which 
« all States are expo; d through 
the Weakneſs or Corruption of 
Men, (all ſubject to the fame 
Paſſions) are pretty near equal. 
It very ſeldom fails but the Mo- 
« Harch, or the: Senate, is wholly 
influenced and led ad two or 
« three Men. 


The Happineſs then of b 


man Society is not to be ob- 
rn ds (changing and -oyct- 
3 * turning 


- . * * 
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« tunity of writing. I have ſuf- 
« fered many Affictions ſince our 
« Separation, but one of the great- 
« eſt has been that of not being 
« able to give you any Proof of 
my Affection for you all this 
* while ; and how much your 
« Misfortunes, inſtead of leſſening, 
have increaſed my Friendſhip. 
] look forward with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, to the Time when 
4 T ſhall be able to ſee you again; 
« but I fear it is yet very far off. 
I have had a ſecret Indignation 
at all the Uſage you have met 
« with; but we muſt ſubmit to 
the divine Will, and believe 
« that all has come to paſs for 
our Good. | | 


— 
** 
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« Neceſſity - be truſted - in the 
Hands of - thoſe who are but 
« Men. And all Kinds of Go- 
« vernment are good when the 


Governors act by the graat Lau 


«- of the  Publich Weal. In the 
“% Theory, fome certain Forms ap- 


4 pear more eligible than others; 


but in the Practice we find, 
that the Inconveniences to which 
« all States arc expos d through 
«the Weakneſs or Corruption of 
Men, (all ſubject to the fame 
Paſſions) are pretty neat equal. 
It very ſeldom fails but the Mo- 
« Harch, or tlie Senate, is wholly 
influenced and led by two or 
« three Men. 


The Happineſs then of bs: | 


4e man Sodicry is not td be ob- 
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« tunity of writing. I have ſuf- 
« fered many A fflictions ſince our 
« Separation, but one of the great- 
« eſt has been that of not being 
« able to give you any Proof of 
my Affection for you all this 
„while; and how much your 
« Misfortunes, inſtead of leſſening, 
« have increaſed my Friendſhip. 
] look forward with a great deal 
of Pleaſure, to the Time when 
I ſhall be able to ſee you again; 
« but I fear it is yet yery far off, 
] have had a ſecret Indignation 
« at all the Uſage you have met 
« with ; but we muſt ſubmit to 
« the divine Will, and believe 
« that all has come to paſs for 
our Good. | | 


Os The 
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The Duke of Burgundy afterthis 
correſponded frequently with Mon. 


freur de Cambray. The following 


Letter will ſhew the Style in 
which the Archbiſhop us'd to write 
to him. 


Ffspring of St. Louis, imi- 

# * tate your Forcfather. 

e Be, like him, mild, humane, 
&« eaſy of Acceſs, affable, com. 
e paſſionate and liberal. Let your 
« Grandeur never hinder you from 
« condeſcending, out of Good. 
« neſs, to the loweſt of your Sub. 
* jects, to put your ſelf in their 
% Place; yet fo, that this Good- 
* neſs may never weaken your Au 
« tharity, nor leſſen their Reſpct. 
Study Men continually ; learn to 
6 make uſe of them, without mak: 
5 cc ing 
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ing them your Maſters. Search 


« the whole World for Merit. 


It is commonly modeſt and 
« retir'd. Virtue does not pierce : 
« the Throng to ſhew it (elf. It 


« 1s neither forward nor gteedy, 
« and is content to be forgot. Suf- 
e fer not your ſelf to be beſet 
e by inſinuating Flatterers. Make 
« it known that you love neither 


“% Praiſes nor mean cringing Ad- 


« dreflies, Shew no Confidence 
e but in thoſe who have the Cou- 


« rage to contradict you with Re- 


e ſpect, and who love yout Re- 
« putation better than your Fa- 


6e your, 
“It is time for you to ſhew 


the World a Maturity and Vi- 
gout of Mind proportion d to the 


« preſent Exigence. St. Lonis was, 
= 


O 6 


| 
1 
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te at your Age, the Delight of the 
« Good, and the Terror of the 
«© Bad. Lay aſide then all the A. 
«© muſements of your paſt Years, 
« Let it be ſeen that you have 
Thoughts and Sentiments be. 
« coming a Prince. You muſt 
make your ſelf be loved by the 
« Good, feared by the Bad, and 
« eſteemcd by all. Haſten to re. 
te form your ſelf, that you may 
© labour with Succeſs in. the Re. 
formation of others. 

There is nothing weak, me. 
ce Jancholy, or conſtrain'd in true 
« Piety. It enlarges the Heart, 
« It is ſimple and lovely. It be- 
comes all Things to all Men, 
« that it may gain all. The 
« Kingdom of God does not con- 
« ſiſt in a ſcrupulous Obſeryation 

cc of 


ww 
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of little Punctilio's. Ir conſiſts 


in the Exerciſe of the Virtues 
proper to cach Man's State and 
Vocation. A great Prince is 
not to ſcrye God in the ſame 
Manncr as a Hermit, or as a 
private Man. St. Louis be- 
came a Saint by a Life becom- 
ing a great King. He was in- 
trepid in War, deciſive in Coun- 
cil, ſuperior to other Men by 
the Nobleneſs of his Sentiments, 
without being haughty, preſum- 
ptuous, or inflexible. He pur- 


ſued the true Intereſt of his Na- 
tion, of which he. was the Fa- 


ther as well as King. In all 
the principal Affairs he ſaw eve- 
ry thing with his own eyes. He 


Was diligent, provident, mode- 
rate, upright and ſteady in his 


« Nego- 


326 The LIFE of 


“ Negatiations, inſomuch that 
Strangers truſted no leſs to him 
«© than his own Subjects. Never 
did Prince ſhew greater Wiſ: 
“dom in ordering and governing 
his People, and in the Meaſures 
* he took to make them good and 
% happy. He tenderly lov'd and 
“ placd a Confidence in all thoſe 
* who defery'd it; but was ſtca- 
« dy and firm in correcting even 


© thoſe whom he lovd moſt. He 


* was noble and magnificent ac- 
* cording to the Manners of his 
“Time, but without Pomp or 
% Luxury. His Expence, which 
« was great, was ordered with ſo 
“ much Oeconomy, that it did not 
© hinder, him from disburthening 
all his Demeſns. 


(Cc Be 
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« Be the Heit of his Virtues: 


« before you inherit his Crown. 
« Invoke him with Confidence in 
« your Neceſſities. Remember, 
« that his Blood flows in your 
« Veins, and that the ſame Spitit of 
« Faith, by which he was ſancti- 


« fied, ought to be the Life of 


« your Heart. He looks down 
upon you from Heaven, where 
* he ptays for you, and where 
« he deſites you may one Day 
« reign with him in God, Unite 
your Heart with his. Conſerva, 
« Filt mi, prærepta Patris tui. 


Aſter the Death of this Prince, 


his Cabinet was found full of ſuch 
Letters. Madame de Maintenon 
read them all to the King, and 


upon that Occaſion wrote the 
fol. 
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following Letter to the Duke of 
Beauvilliers. 


„Would have ſent you all 
| ce that was found of Mon- 
ce fieur de Cambrays in the Dau- 
“ phin's Cabinet, but the King 
< would needs burn all himſelf, 
« I confeſs to you, that I regret 
,© the Loſs exccedingly. Nothing 
& can ever be written ſo fine or 
« ſo good. If the Prince we 
* mourn: for had any Faults, they 
* were not owing to his having 
been too timorouſly advis'd; or 
e too much flattered. One may 
« with Reaſon ſay, that 7hoſe who 


% walk uprightly ſhall never be 
/ confounded, 


N 3 


« 


* - 


This 


1 2 a =: 


* 
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This young Prince died in the 
Year 1712. Monſieur de Cam. 
bray receivd the News of his 
Death with the moſt lively Sor- 


row, and moſt perfect Reſigna- 


tion. He' wept like a diſconſolate 


Father, but at the ſame ſaid, „If 


© there needed no more than to 


« move a Straw to bring him to 


« Life again, contrary 'to the di- 
ce vine Pleaſure, I would not do 
* N. My Bonds 'arc broken. 


It would argue an Ignorance 
of human Nature to imagine that 
any Perſon, even of the pureſt Vir- 
tue, could forbear being ty'd to a 
Prince form'd by his Hands, and 
whoſe Capacity and Wiſdom ; 


whoſe Talents for governing and 


pacifick Virtues. were the Hope 


of : 


| 
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of a Nation harraſſed and oppreſ- 
ſed by long and bloody Wars. 
The Death of ſuch a Prince 
gave the finiſhing Stroak to diſ- 
engage Monſieur de Cambray from 


| into a divine Life, in which he 
aſpir d after nothing but Immor- 
tality.. 


He livd three Years after his 


Auguſt Pupil, and ſay the Duke of 
Beauvilhers, and the Duke of Che- 


vreuſe, his two intimate Friends 


and Confidents, die before him, 
His Submiſſion, Meekneſs, Si- 
lence, and the inviolable Attach- 


ment he had teſtified, during the 


whole time of his Baniſhment, 
both to, his Majeſty and to the 
Church, had made by Degrees ſuch 
an. Impreſſion upon the King's 
Mind, 


all Creatures, and made him pals- 
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Mind, that he came off entirely 
from his Prejudices againſt him, 
He made' him be conſulted in di- 
verſe Occaſions, and at laſt took 
a Reſolution of calling him back 


ro Court : But Providence ordain-- * 


cd otherwiſe. 3 
In the Beginning of the Lear 
1715, he fell ill of an Inflamma- 
tion of his Lungs, which put him 
into a continued Fever. It laſted- 
ſix Days and an half, accompanied 
with ſharp Pains. During this time 
he gave all the Tokens of a truly 
Chriſtian Patience, Meekneſs, and 
Conſtancy. There was nothing to 
be diſcovered in him which re- 
ſembled either that timorous Kind 
of Devotion which labouts under 
the Dread of eternal Miſery, or 
that philoſophical Fortitude which 
blindly 
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/ blindly: yields to its Deſtiny with- 
| out Fear or Hope, He ſhew'd 
to the laſt Breath the Serenity of 
a Soul, which: reſigns it (elf total: 
ly into the Hands of infinite Love. 
' In his laſt Moments, and in the 


midſt of his ſharpeſt Pains, the 
only Words he uttered were, Not 
my Will but thine be done. 
The fifth Day of his Illneſs, 
finding his Strength diminiſh more 
and more, he dictated the follow- 
ing Letter to be ſent to rhe King's 
Confeſſor. 


Cambray, Jan. 6, 1715. 


Have juſt receivd Extreme 


« UnQion. Tis in this 
« Condition, Revetend Father, 
« that I prepare to appear before 


. © God; and that I carneſtly in- 


© treat 
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& treat you to lay before the King 
e my real Sentiments. 

« I have never been wanting 
« in Docility for the Church, and 
c have always deteſted Novelties. 
«© accepted the Condemnation 
« f my Book with the moſt 
e abſolute Simplicity of Heart, -, 
{© have never been a ſingle Mo- 
« ment in my Life without hay- 
« ing the moſt lively Senſe of 
« Gratitude, the moſt ingenuous 
« Zcal, and the moſt inviolable 
« Attachment to the King's Per- 
«ſo. - 

J ſhall: take the Liberty to 
«. requeſt two Favours of his Ma- 
« jeſty, which reſpect neither my 
« Perſon, nor any of mine. The 
* firſt is, that he will have the 


© Goodneſs to grant me a pious, 


regular 
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«© regular and worthy Succeſlor, 


and one who is firm and ſtca-. 


dy againſt Janſeniſin, which has 
gain'd prodigious Credit upon 


this Fronticr, The other is af 


that he will finiſh with my Suc- 
ceſſor what regards my Semina- 
ry and its Union with the Gen- 


tlemen of St. Sulpicius. I am 


indebted to his Majeſty for the 
Help I received from them. No- 
thing can be ſeen more apoſto- 
lick or more venerable, 


« T wiſh his Majeſty a long 
Life, -of which the Church as 


well as the State has infinitc 


Need. If I am allow'd to ſee 
God I will often implore this 
* Fayour of him. | 


Ir 
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It was thus that this Prelate, 
at his Death, reunited in one 
Stroak all the Sentiments of his 
Heart,. and all the Virtues of his 
Life; a great Diſintereſtedneſs with 
Regard” to his Family, a perfect 
Reſpe& for his King, an abſo- 
lute Docility for the Church, and 
a fatherly Affection for his Flock. 
This laſt Stroak of his Life is of 
it ſelf an intire Picture. 

After his Death he was found 
without Money and without Debts. 
He died poor as he had liv d. 1 
inſert here the firſt Part of his 
Will to ſhew the perpetnal U- 
niformity of his Sentiments to 
the laſt Moment of his Life. 


YO. 
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N the Name of the Father, 
ce of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Although I am at preſent in 


my ordinary State of Health, 


yet I ought to prepare for 


Death. It is in this View that 


* I make, and that IJ write with 


my. own Hand. this Will and 
Teſtament, hereby reyoking and 
annulling all former ones. 

« -Tdcclare that I will die in the 


Boſom of the Catholick, Apo- 


ſtolick and Roman, Church, my 


Mother. God who reads the 
Heart, and who fhall judge 


me, knows that there has not 
been a Moment of my Life, 


wherein I have not preſerv'd 


for her the Submiſſion and Do- 


«.cilty of a little Child; and 


« that 
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« that I have never believed any 
« of the Errors which I have been 


cc 


cc 


charged with. When I wrote the 
Book, intitled, An Expoſetion 


of the Maxims of the Saints, 
I had no other View. but todil- * 


tinguiſh the real Experiences of 
the Saints approv'd by the whole 


Church, from the Illuſions of 
the falſe Myſtichs, in order to 


juſtify the one and to reject the 
other. It was by the Advice 
of Perſons the moſt averſe. to 
all Deluſion, ' that I compoſed 
this Work, and I did not cauſe 
it to be printed till they had 
examin'd it, As this Work was 
printed at Paris in my Abſence, 
the Words Involuntary Trouble, 
with Reference to Jeſus Chriſt, 
were added, which were not 

P 2 « in 
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* in the Body of my original 


« Text, as certain Eye-witneſſes 


* of great Merit have cettify'd, 
te and which had been put in the 
Margin only to mark a ſmall 
* Addition which I was advisd 
* to make in that Place for the 
« greater Precaution. Moreover, 
it ſeem'd to me, upon the Opi- 


ce nion of the Examiners, that the 


ec CorreQives inculcated in every 


„ Page of this little Book, evi- 


« dently removed all falſe or dan- 
“ gcrous Conſtructions. It was ac- 
* cording to theſe Correftives, that 
& I endeavour'd to ſupport and jul- 
* tify it, while I was at Liberty 
* ſo to do; but I never had an 
Intention to countenance any of 


* the Errors in queſtion, or to flat. 


“ter any Perſon, whom I knew 
| 5 pre- 


Monſ. de FEXELON. 339 


e prepoſſeſs d in Favour of them. As 
ſoon as Pope Innocent XII. had 
« condemn'd this Work, L adher'd 
e to his Judgment from the Bot- 
«tom of my Heatt, without any 
Reſtriction, as I had promis'd 
to do in the Beginning. From 
« the Moment of the Condem- 
« nation, I have never. ſaid a ſin- 
« ole Word in Vindication of the 
“ Book. I have never thought of 
e thoſe who attack d it, but to pray 
« for them with a ſincere Zeal, and 
to continue united with them in 
e the Bond of fraternal Charity. 
« I-ſubmit to the Church Uni- 
« verſal, and to the Apoſtolick See, 
ce all my Writings, condemning e- 
« very Thing in them, which may 
* have ſlipt from me beyond the 
juſt Bounds ; But no Work 


« ought 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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« ought to be attributed to me, 
« which may hereafter be printed 
« under my Name. I acknow- 
e ledge no other to be mine but 
ee thoſe which ſhall have been prin- ' 
« ted by my Direction, or own'd 
% by me in my Life-time. The 
<« reſt may either not be mine, and 
ce be attributed to me without 
« Foundation, or be mingled with 
« the Performances of others, or 
« be alterd by the Tranſcribers, 
« God forbid that I ſhould take 
ce theſe Precautions through an o- 
ver Tenderneſs for my Perſon. 

« ] only think it my Duty, as a 
< Biſhop, to avoid the-Imputation 
« of any Error contrary to the 
« Faith, or of any ſuſpected Work. 


TNA 
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turning the eſtabliſhed Forms, 
„ but. by . ſuggeſting to Princes, 
“that the Safety of theit Go- 
* vernment depends upon the 
© Happineſs of their Subjects, and 


* by inculcating upon the Peo- 
t ple, that in order to their ſo- 
© lid Happineſs, there muſt be a 


* Subordination. Liberty without 
<© Order is a Licentiouſneſs which 


© brings! arbittary Power. Order 
© wichout;- Liberty is, 3 Slavery 


which ends in Anarchy. 

« On the one Hand, Princes 
„ ſhould be taught, that to go- 
« vern with uplimited Power is 
& a Madneſs which proves ruin- 
«.,ous to their jaſt Authority. 
4 When Sovereigns accuſtom 
e themſelves to know no other 
« Law but their abſolute Will, 
Ne | O 3 cc « they 
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« they' ſap the Foundations of 
their Dominion. There, will 
* come a ſudden and violent Re- 
evolution, which, inſtead of re- 
< ſtraining. their, exceflive Power, 
vill irrecoverably put an end to it. 
On the other Hand, the Peo- 
e ple ſhould be made fenlible, 
that Kings being liable ro Ha- 
© treds, Jealouſies, and involun- 
*« tary Miſtakes, which have ter- 


« zible; but unfotefceen Conſe: 


e quences; are to be pitied and 
excuſed. Men arc unhappy in 
that they are to be governed by 
«4. King who is bat à Man like 
a themſelves; for it would need 


* divine Wiſdom to reform, 
© and conduct them. But Kings 
are not leſs unfortunate, being 
M "bur my that” 0 to ſay, weak 


« and 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


(c 


(c 
cc 


cc 


Monſ. de FENELON. 319 
and imperfect, to have ſuch a 


numberleſs Multitude of cor- 


rupt and deceitful Men to go- 
vern. 


« Tt was by theſe Maxims, e- 


qually adapted to all States, that 
the wife Mentor endeavoured 
to make his Country happy, in 

maintaining the due Subordina- 


tion of Ranks. It was thus 


that he reconciled the Liberty 
of the People with Obedience 
to Sovercigns ; ſeeking to make 
Men at the ſame time good 
Common-wealth's Men and loy- 
al Subjects, ſubmiſſive without 
being Slaves, and free with- 


out being licentions. The pure 


Love of Order is the Foun- 
tain of all his political as well 


as of his religious Virtues. The 


O 4 « ſame 
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« ſame Unity of Principles pre- 


te vails throughout all his Senti- 


ments. 


Monſieur de Cambray liv'd al- 


moſt always in an intimate Union 

with his Pupil the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. It was ſome Years after 
the Biſhop's Baniſhment before this 
young Prince had Means: to write 
to him, but at length having found 
an Opportunity he wrote him the 
following Letter at nineteen Vears 
of Age. | 


Verſailles the 224 of December, 
| 1701. 


cc A length, my dear Arch- 
e biſhop, after four Years 


* : Silence, I have found an Oppor- 
64 tunity 
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